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SECTION I 

INTRODUCTION 

- 
The C. and M.A. in India, 1941 

The year 1941 closes with sinister shadows cast across 
India by the war in the Pacific. Burma is already being 
bombed as we write. This throws into brighter relief the rest 
of the past year, during which Gospel work in this land has . 

been able to proceed unhindered. There has, OF course, been 
an awareness of the worM struggle. War necessarily brings 
some restrictions upon citizen life, and a nomber of our 
Christian young men are serving in Indian battalions. But 
even so, the war seemed remote, and the people of India have 
enjoyed a freedom almost unique in the world of to-day. 

Of course there are not lacking in India those who think 
that this is a time to shout slogans. 111-feeling between 
Mohammedans and Hindus, kept alive by astute leaders for 
purposes of their own, has flared into community dashes in 
a number of cities. At least two of our stations-hone in each 
.field-have suffered outbreaks of mob violence. But though 
Qur Christian people were endangered none have lost their 
lives. One report tells of a Christian dragged from a bus, and 
his clothing spattered with blood as the man with him was 
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hacked to death. He, however, was allowed to go unharmed 
when they learned that he was a Christian. 

Perhaps the outstanding feature in our work this year was 
the deep and thorough-going revival. I t  began in Ahmedabad 
before the Annual Gujarathi Convention, reached high tide in 
those meetings, and spread to schools and stations, in streams 
of living water. Then it broke out also in the Marathi 
Convention, and thence spread to other places. More detailed 
description will be found in the station reports. 

A two-month training class for young evangelists in 
Gujarat, with twenty-one students, and three short-term Bible 
schools for village Christian leaders in the Marathi field were 
a blessing to many. Miss Derr and others have translated 
Dr. Simpson's Wholly Sanctijied, and it is hoped soon to 
print it in Marathi. 

The oldest of our churches, though not now the largest, 
is that in Akola. In celebration of its recent jubilee this 
church has rebuilt the pastor's house and added a large 
upstairs Sunday-school room. Of the eleven hundred rupees 
expended, only two hundred represented foreign gifts, the rest 
being subscribed by the members, many of whom are at 
present out of work. 

Six missionaries (Misses Wing and A. Hansen, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. C. Eicher, and Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Garrison) 
returning from home early in the year relieved six others 
who had earned a rest, and were able to sail for furlough. 
Miss E. Wells, who has in recent years filled the important 
place of Superintendent of Pandita Ramabai's Mukti Mission, 
has retired after forty-four years of valued service in India. 
But though retired, Miss Wells is unable to be inactive, and 
has settled at Sirur, Poona District, where she has found 
a quiet sphere of useful ministry. The Alliance has sent out 
a new recruit, Mrs. N. H. Phillips, to serve in the Mukti 
Mission. Thus the number of missionaries in active service 
on this field remains the same as last year. Several of our 
number have suffered severe attacks of malaria or of typhoid 
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fever, but all have been spared to us, and our ranks remain 
unbroken. Miss Krater has been called to undergo protracted 
suffering, and is still in a hospital in south India, but her 
spirit is cheerful, and she confidently expects the Lord's 
healing touch. 

New arrivals in our midst, who were just in time to 
attend Annual Conference in October, are Raymond Elmore 
Eicher, and Frances Ruth Carner, who have come to brighten 
the homes of Mr. and Mrs. Elmore Eicher and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerald Carner. 

Our Annual Conference was a very precious season of 
fellowship for the missionaries. The Lord gave a gracious 
sense of His presence and of His superintendence of our work, 
and our hearts are filled with new courage and expectation 
that He will be glorified in our service during the coming 
difficult year. 

In the following pages we share with you some of the 
encouragements from the missionaries' reports to Conference. 
Because of difficulty of securing paper for printing it has been 
necessary to abbreviate them. As you read we ask you to 
rejoice with us in all of God's goodness to us, and especially 
that the doors for service in India are still open. 



SECTION I1 

REVIVAL 

How Revival Came to Ahmedabad 
RUTH G. BRABAZON 

Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? 
Who can show forth all His praise?-Psalms 106 : 2. 

Ahmedabad, an industrial city of over 600,000 people, 
offers a large field for missionary work. People from every 
,part of the country, of every caste and religion and sect, 
filter into the city. Many Christians come also, and there 
are large city churches here. 

Recently the Lord began a new work in Ahmedabad. 
Through much prayer a deep spiritual hunger had come to 
us and our Indian pastor. The pastors of the Methodist, 
Irish Presbyterian and Alliance churches began to meet 
together for prayer. They agreed to have joint evangelistic 
meetings, and invited Brother Robert Cummings to minister. 
There was marked blessing, and the Alliance church build- 
ing-the largest in the city-proved far too small. Then an 
open-air space was selected, between two buildings, with 
large shade trees overhead. An Alliance layman who owns 
a weaving factory loaned many bolts of cloth, which was 
spread on the ground to seat the congregation. Hundreds of 
Christians came. For five days spiritual hunger deepened. 
Then one day Mr. Cummings asked all who desired the 
spirit of grace and of supplication to fall upon them, to stand. 
Two-thirds of the vast audience stood, and then one by one 
prayed aloud without a moment's hesitation. After that, little 
praying groups in each church joined in prayer for revival. 
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The three pastors then began to work together. Three 
mornings a week they came, by bus or on foot, a distance of 
ten miles to our bungalow, where with sobs they prayed for 
themselves and their people. Three mornings a week they 
would go together in visitation work calling upon every 
Christian home in a given area. In the afternoons they 
distributed tracts and gospels in the busy streets, or were on 
hand when the mill hands left their work, to preach to the 
crowds that would pause to listen. Much blessing was upon 
this work. 

A few months later the united churches called Mr. Bakht 
Singh Chabra, a converted Sikh, to have special meetings in 
the city. Intense interest was shown from the first. Up t o  
two thousand people sat night after night in reverent silence 
from eight o'clock, often until midnight. Then, the buses 
having stopped at ten, they walked home carrying sleeping 
babies and leading sleepy children. Some walked five t o  
eight miles, but returned again the next night! Hundreds 
of people arose to their feet to ask for prayer. There was 
much confession of sin, and conversions both among nominal 
Christians and Hindus. 

The Ahmedabad meetings closed when the evangelist had 
to leave for the Mehmedabad Mela, but were opened again 
when he finished his service there, and continued until 
he had to leave for another engagement. The whole Christian 
community was stirred. People who were not attending the 
meetings became uncomfortable about their sins and were 
constrained to fall on their knees and seek forgiveness. The 
three pastors were busy night and day with repentant Chris- 
tians and with inquirers from among non-Christians. The 
churches have been filled for many weeks and one has felt 
in them the hallowed presence of Jehovah God. Prayer 
groups have been formed in many localities and revival fire 
has spread to towns and villages for miles around. 

Shortly after this public meetings were stopped on account 
of communal riots which broke out between Hindus and 
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Mohammedans, and spread rapidly. Bus services ceased and 
markets were closed; cars were stoned and people dragged out 
and killed; whole sections of the city were set afire, and shops 
and homes looted and destroyed; stabbings and killings for 
apparently no reason were common; police were rushed 
from Bombay, and a curfew enforced throughout the city; 
thousands of people fled from the city, which was filled 
with fear. Yet let us say to the glory of God that His 
protection of His children during these days was marvellous. 
Many of our Christians were carried off, but were released 
when it was discovered that they were Christians. 

One young man, who had come back to the Lord during 
the meetings, sat beside a Hindu municipal superintendent 
in his motor car. The car was held up and they were dragged 
out; his superintendent was chopped to bits before his eyes, 
and the Christian's clothes were spattered with his blood; 
yet the mob released him when they learned that he was a 
Christian. Many such testimonies have revealed that truly 
'The angel of the Lord encampeth around about them that 
fear Him, and delivereth them'. 

As a result of God's working in our midst there are many 
inquirers, and many are asking for baptism. The young 
Christian people are eagerly seeking to win others. We saw 
one young man standing near his high school, Bible in hand, 
earnestly expounding some passage to his Hindu classmates. 
With the blessings have come also responsibilities. There is 
need of an enduement of power from on high for our church 
leaders that they may be enabled to lead the new-born souls 
into the deeper things of God. 

I t  has been a privilege to minister personally to eight 
weekly Bible classes of women, girls, and young people 
through these months. It is a joy and inspiration to touch 
these lives. Surely He has opened the rock and the waters 
have gushed out, and run into the dry places like a river. 
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The Fire Falls 
AUGUST HELFERS 

I t  must be forty years or more since the first Alliance Camp 
meeting at Mehmadabad, now known as the Mehmadabad 
Mela, was held under the guiding influence of our Alliance 
pioneer missionaries. With a few exceptions it has been 
held annually. 

The camp ground comprises the large Mission compound 
and its buildings for the Bible Training School. I t  is very 
conveniently situated near the railway station of Mehmadabad, 
and is in the center of our Christian churches, so that the 
Christians can come on foot or by bullock cart from many of 
the neighbouring churches. Ahmedabad city is only a short 
distance by train from here. 

I t  was a happy thought when the Gujarat Synod of the 
Alliance Church asked Mr. Bakht Singh to come for special 
meetings. He came immediately after the remarkable meetings 
in Ahmedabad, and people flocked from the city as well as from 
the surrounding dozen churches to hear more of God's Word. 
Brother K. D. Garrison also joined us and gave old-fashioned 
messages on Alliance Truth. The brilliant Methodist pastor 
who interpreted for Mr. Bakht Singh received the assurance 
of his salvation during one of the meetings when Brother 
Garrison spoke. 

At the camp meeting the day began at five in the 
morning when a bell rang calling people to pray in the 
church. There were meetings lasting throughout the day and 
late into the night. Often time was not found to cook the 
simple meals of rice and pulse, or for the making of their 
pancake-like bread on the little fires before the grass huts 
erected for the occasion. Food for the soul took precedence, 
and when people were not in the meetings they were some- 
where on their knees reading the Scriptures. Those who had 
come without Bibles soon bought them. One woman came 
to me at two-thirty in the morning for a Bible. 
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The farmers, who could not leave their cattle much longer 
than a mother her babe, came and went each day for the 
meetings. A few people who had come from the city had to 
leave on pressing business, but soon returned. Each train 
from the city brought more people. There were pastors 
from the different churches, school teachers, a school in- 
spectress, a lady doctor, a banker, divinity students and 
people from many walks of life. The grass huts had to be 
enlarged several times. 

Usually the greatest meeting of the mela is on Sunday 
morning. The church was crowded so that every available 

- space on the floor and the platform was taken. Brother 
Garrison brought a powerful message on the Coming of the 
Lord in the light of present world events. After the message 
the Lord's Supper was served to that large audience. With 
the aid of ten pastors and two elders the service was 
conducted so that all were more conscious of the presence of 
the Lord than the mechanics of serving over a thousand 
people. 

The afternoon meeting began at three o'cock and people 
were still coming in crowds from the city by train. Brother 
Bakht Singh was to address both the afternoon and evening 
meetings. The church was full to overflowing. The message, 
"The Necessity of Being Born Again," came to a remarkable 
climax at the appeal towards the close. People all over the 
church had arisen almost en masse in response. When Brother 
Bakht Singh prayed, the Spirit of God fell upon the audience 
which simultaneously began to pray in dead earnest. There 
was the expression of awful fear and anguish on many faces. 
People prayed with outstretched hands, or on their faces 
before the Lord. It was one huge altar service, each praying 
audibly without thinking of anything else. It sounded like a 
great Niagara of agony. No leader was needed, nor could 
anyone stop the mighty breaking up of the depths of human 
nature. 

People prayed until victory was assured. When the spirit 
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of rejoicing broke upon us, the Presbyterian and Methodist 
pastors led us singing at the top of their voices in a Salvation 
Army hymn on the "Cleansing by the Blood of Christ." 
Time passed unheeded. No one moved. People wanted God. 
There they were-Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian and 
Salvationist in an Alliance Camp meeting-all seeking God. 
But no one thought of his earthly affiliation, it was Heaven 
that mattered-and it was heavenly to behold it. 

People's suppers long since had turned to charcoal, if 
they were on the fire. But the meeting went on. Testi- 
mony must be given to the new-found experience with God. 
One at a time was permitted to speak briefly. Brother 
Bakht Singh would quote a Scripture text, with reference 
immediately after a person had testified. So many remarked 
later how comforting and appropriate were the texts given 
them. The afternoon passed into the evening, and evening 
into night. It was one-thirty in the morning when the 
meeting finally closed. 

The rest of the night was spent in groups at prayer or 
discussing what God had done for them. I t  had been a new 
sight to many of them. Some had even doubted that such 

' could or should happen in this age. Their doubts, however, 
were removed by those who had that evening had a living 
experience of God in their lives. 

In the morning light the people dispersed, carrying with 
them the fire of God. 

Works of Grace at Mehmedabad 

I t  is with deep joy that I have taken up my work again 
in this land, to make Christ and His wonderful power known. 

The Annual Gujarathi Convention was held in Meh- 
medabad in March. From the first great reverence was 
given to the Word of God, and a new love for the Word was 
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born in many hearts. The evangelist requested one day 
that all should read the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm 
on their knees. "Read it," he said, " until God gives us all 
a new love for His Word." All over the. compound men 
and women could be seen kneeling and reading. 

There were definite conversions. One young man who 
was converted during the meetings was heard to pray "What 
great joy I have in calling Thee MY Father!" 

A young man of nineteen who was converted in these 
meetings, took his Matriculation examination in April. After 
the examination was over, he showed me his papers. In the 
English paper, out of four subjects, he had to choose one on 
which he was to write an essay of forty lines. I asked him 
which subject he chose. He pointed to the subject, "The 
Most Exciting Day in my Life," and with beaming face and 
shining eyes, he said, "That is what I wrote on-my experi- 
ence of Salvation and the New Birth." 

A Hindu came from a village about ten miles from here 
to the meetings. He had been interested and had occasion- 
ally attended the Christian services but had not accepted the 
Lord as his Saviour. He was truly born again and rose to 
give his testimony. He was baptized in May and joined the 
Summer School for our young evangelists. His family and 
caste people are all against him but he remains staunch and 
true. His wife refuses to become a Christian. She sees 
nothing as yet but the great price which she will have to pay 
if she does become one. Pray that she may have a change of 
heart. 

There have been several definite cases of healing in our 
midst. One woman who was near death's door was prayed 
for, and healed, and a work of grace performed in her heart. - Her husband later testified, "My faith has been strengthened, 
my spirit quickened, and a new assurance has come to me 
that the Lord lives." Another one was healed of cholera, 
and another delivered from the habit of smoking. 



SECTION III 

EVANGELISM AND THE CHURCHES 

Pillage Leaders 
F. W. SCHELANDER 

I thank God for His love and faithfulness in taking me 
aside somewhat to Himself through sickness these three and 
a half months. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." 
These have been golden days. I have had unprecedented 
time for reading His Word and prayer, and would not for 
anything have missed this blessed experience, which may have 
appeared to others as a trial. I would gladly go through the 
whole experience again if God saw it necessary for my 
spiritual good. 

While I have been sick, Mrs. Schelander, in addition to 
looking after an invalid and attending to the most necessary 
correspondence, has directed the work of the district and 
dealt with an almost incessant stream of callers. God has 
given her a vital ministry among such persons and also with 
our group of helpers when they have come in for the monthly 
season of fellowship and prayer. 

One week before I fell ill I was in the village of Vihigaon 
near here, to dedicate a newly built mud-walled chapel. 
(Vihigaon village has produced three mission workers in the 
past, and from it six youths have attended our Bible Training 
School in the last two or three years. Of these latter we 
expect three to become full time workers. So in number of 
leaders produced this congregation holds the record for 
this area.) Well, on this Dedication Day I was talking with 
the headman of the village. He said, "There have been 




























































































