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'Firsf in Thy Grandmother9 ( I I Tim. I: 5)
By

K. D. GARRISON, Akola

Whence does Hinduism derive its strength? It has no Church, nor defined
creed, nor coherent doctrine, nor pulpit instruction, nor Sunday schools. It is without
any administrative body, or h a 1 authority to pronounce decisions. Split up into
castes, with eighty-five per cent of its people illiterate, and sixty million of its adherents
debarred from human rights, or representation, or even admission to the temples.
Why did it not fall to pieces years ago? In a gathering of Indian Christian evangelists
this question was asked. One answer given was that Hinduism survives because of the
influence of its grandmothersI
A western home normally consists of two generations: parents and children.
Tlie Hindu 'Joint Family' consists of three-parents, the sons with their wives and
the grandchildren. Sons bring their wives into the home before they reach the 'teen
age', and can still 'be taught'. Indian proverbs about mothers-in-law bear witness that
the presiding genius of the home, the old grandmother, rules it, 'with a rod of ironB,or at least with a very sharp tongue. Her vigilance insures the punctilious observance
of the requirements of religion, and of caste (which is religion in India). The old lady
knows that she will soon be gone, and imagines that her sons' welfare depends upon
the careful piety of their wibes. For, is not a widow one whose husband has been taken
from her to punish her defective piety, either in this life dr in a former one?
In this scrupulous atmosphere the children spend their tender years, unconsciously absorbing its teachings, learning from example to worship Brahmins and
cows, to be helpful to caste brothers, but to spurn all below them. Perhaps the boys
will have their masculine ego indulged and flattered, but the girls will early be made
to feel inferiority, learning from babyhood to curb their own desires and feelings,
and will later become in turn the inflexible custodians of custom and religion,
scrupulous observers of feasts and occasions; the rigid opposers of whatever is new
or different. They will have learned from their grandmother what she learned from
h s , of five generations ago.
So while politicians squabble over home rule and British rule, India quietly
continues to be ruled by its grandmothers. This makes it 'The Unchanging East'.
Buddhism was a religious revolt against the caste system and other features of
Brahrninism. It was preached by preachers sent out by a great emperor. It flourished
throughout India, and then silently disappeared from the land, reabsorbed by
Hinduism. Later Islam came, converting with the sword. Hinduism received the
sword in its bosom. India became a shambles. But todqy Hinduism outnumbers the
Mohammedans, four to one. Christianity comes with a message of love and helpfulness.
The outcastes are attracted, but orthodox Hinduism is impervious, and deals cruelly
with those who withdraw from it. It cannot accept what its grandmothers reject.
The results have not all been bad, or Hinduism would have collapsed long since.
Some worthwhile things have been fostered. The high standard of morality, and of
self-sacrifice common among Indian women have had their source here. And Indian
civilization has thus been kept intact. One only regrets that this conservative force has
not been exerted for a worthier cause. It is much the same kind of influence that once
(Contiwed on page 4)
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Scripture Teaching
Scherne of the C. dh M.A.

trillage schools, whether conducted by
the Church or the Mission, is to give
the children of our converts a rudimentary .education of a thoroughly
Christian nature so as toinsure a Biblereading and Bible-knowing generation
in the future, and to shield our Chiistian children from the soul-destroying
virus of enforced idolatrous practices.
'11.. Preparatory Schoolst These are
intended to go beyond the village
schools in that they provide Government-recognized secular training and
spiritually planned Bible training for
our Christian children. The aim is to
provide our children with an education
(Continua in column 2)
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village Christians may be afforded the priceless privilege of reading the Bible, God's
holy written Word.
'V. Ofher Schools. The local churches will
continue and increase their efforts in the
teaching ministry of graded Sunday schools,
stressing the importance of the Church not
only as a worship centre, but teaching'centre
for imparting Bible-based Christian truth for
eve\rygrade of life from the cradle to the grave.
Week-day Bible classes for young people, and
youth leadershipclasses conducted by the local
churches with the aid of pastors, Christian
youth leaders and missionaries must more and
more increase so as to permeate our Church
in India with a knowledge of the Word of God
and an experimental understanding of triumphant Christian living amidst the perils of a
non-Christian land.'
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come out of the mire of a heathen village. One
look into the laughing eyes and our hearts
MI. an. MRS. AUGUST WELFEU
were won.
The Gospel had entered the village home
Miesion Schwl, Bholka
through the witness of a Christian relative
'Ere the evil days come nigh them,
and had found responsive hearts. Only three
Let the children come to ME,
weeks after baptism, fever of three dayss
And forbid them not,' said Jesus,
duration took the father into the presence
'For of such MY Realm shall be.'
of his newly found Lord. T o save the widow
from non-Christian brothers who were
planning her remarriage with a Hindu, she
and her child were sent to Khamgaon-the
ly of a decent education, but the more im- mother to learn to read in the Bible training
school and the child to learn to read with
spoke the Christian aunt when the children in the preparatory school. It was
Dahya, a raw heathen boy, evident that the mother was trul God's child
and had taught her little girf well. The
child, who had been named after a sacred
y for a boy of eleven or twelve pool in the city of Benares where men make
begin with youngsters half his vain attempts to wash away the stain of sin,
nts' class, but he quickly settled she now calls 'Moon-play ' which seems
most suitable since the mother is teaching
her, who is as playful as the moonbeqs on
the water, to look heavenward.
God gave the child a new Christian father
who loves her as his own and is being used
along with his wife to bring others to the
Saviour. Moon-Play remained in her village
home for a year but she did not forget the
three months she had spent in Khamgaon
School and begged her mother to send her
saving Love.
back. As the family income was small the
few days later he said a cheery 'good-bye'
mother suggested she attiend the village
he went off with the other school children school but her reply was, I want to go t a
a Christian sch~ol'. In answer to the
mother's and our prayers God raised up a
friend who made it possible for her to come,
and here she is, radiating gladness.
As the moon draws the tide, Moon-Play
draws others after her. In a short time after
return to school, her village playmate,
Beautys, came too, which seeme'd the more
remarkable because she was from a Hindu
home. What joy we saw in these two girls'
faces some months later when news came of the
happenings in the great Christian camp meeting held in close proximity to their village.
Beauty's big brother had helped to make the
camp meeting possible by contributing
generously in grain from his fields and during
the meeting he and others openly confessed
Christ in baptism. Had not the prayers of the
little girls had a part in this?
Last June two new girls came from the
'same village to study in our school. One of
these, though only ten, had been married to a
Hindu. He deserted her, however, when the
family became Christian. The smaller girl of
nine years has had four marriage arrangeBy BBRMIC6 E. STEED
ments made for her to the disgraceful financial
Mission Girls' School, K h a r n w n
profit of her father. They have opened up like
It was New Year's Day of '42 when a doll- beautiful Bowers since coming here. How
e little girl (belated Christmas gift !) arrived different might have been the course of their
t our door with her mother. We marvelled lives if the influence of Moon-Play and her
hat anything so charming and lovely could home had not wme their way, and now they
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