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When one of the world's great benefactors was asked what his con-
ception of heaven was he said * Rest.” The answer of anotherwas “Love.”
The answer of a third, and the best of all, was
GO OUR ARSWER “To be with Him.” A little before his death Dr.
Anderaon, of Boston, frequently remarked, “
wm getting so hemesick to see Jesus. It seems to me it will be the great-
eat moment of my existence when I meet Fim.” Each heart has its awn
special need and cry. Tut, whatever it is, the true answer is God Him-
self, for whom the human soul was made, and it never will ind rest
until it rests in Him.

“Blecsed are the homesick for they shall get home,” is a fine old
CGerman proverb.  In this age of practieal things and rushing tides
of intense activity, we want to guard the decper
HEART LONGINGS and the silent life of the heart. Spiritual reali-
ties can mean no more to us than onr own deep
sense of need.  Just as the best dish on the table is always a good ap-
petite, so the greatest spiritual blessing is a heart that longs for God.
~Blessed are the poor in spirit,” “Blessed are they that do hunger and
thirst after righteousness.” Let us cherish the sacred breathings of holy
desire and thank God for everything that makes us turn away from
everything and cry for Him, “My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh
longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land.”

And vet the healthy heart will always be found full of bright and
wholesome appreciation of all the blessings of life. A trustinl and
contented spirit will see a thousand gleams of sun:
m ﬁBEST shine where octhers éan see nathmg but clouds.
O Let us take all the gladness God gives and then~
pour _pu-t the Tull cup as a libation of love and. pra.u;e uptm His altm'
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Good Billy Bray once went to an auction toom ta buy an old cupboard
*_for six shillings wlrich a friend had given him for the purpose. He
"‘iniended to use it for a pulpit in his litle chapel. But the c?pboard
wen: far &k and sixpénce and Billy 1dst-it.. But he never logt l.u_s peace
of mmd about anything, and as he walked home he kept praising the
1 ord, cupboard or no cupboard. He soon found that the neighbor who
had bought it was unable to get it in at his narrow door, and was
glad to et Billy have it for six shillings, and cart it to the chal:.nel inta
the bargain, And so Rilly thanked the Lord that He had p_rowded n
this war by a seemning disappointment for the extra sixpence for cartage
which he did nat possess. Like Billy let us trust God, “cupboard or no
cuphoard,” and it will often be cupboard too, in the end.

A high authorily has said that the greatest character of modern fic-
“Hon is Mr. Greatheart in Pilgrim's Progress. The reason must be that
Greatheart alone of all the pilgrims never had any
. troubles of his own, but was always looking after
other people, This was the life of the Lord Jesus
anl we could not tiragine Him coming to His disciples and telling them
how badly He felt and how burdened He was. This is the royal life
of Tiherty and love. Ged help vs to exchange burdens with the T.ord:
“casLh]g-aIl our care nupon Him. for ITe careth for us.” and then taking
“His yoke upon us. which is easy. and His burden, which is light.,” God
fve uf each
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=4 heam an lelsure irom greelt
To szautlie and sympathize.”

It was this that Lowell meant to teach us when he gave us his ex-
guisite poem of Sir Launial cding far to find the sacredd cup in which
the Lord haul passed the Paschal wine to His frst
disciples.  And then at last afler the weary years
af his wandering. as he returned to his castle once
more, disappointed and weary, he. saw the same beggar sitting at the
gate whom he had passed with some triﬂ_:'ng rift Hung to him from
the saddle as he had rirden forth long vears before, But now. tanght
by his own weariness to feel for another’s woe. he descended from his
saddle and taking his own drinking cup, wenl to the fountaih-and
I:;mught a cup of water to the thirsly beggar, when, lo. the figure before
him was transhgured, the Lord Fesus was standing there in glory and

HE BOLY GRAIE

blessing : and, handing him back the cup. it had beconre the sacred vessel-
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he had sought sa long in vain, and by an act of humility and love he
found the Holy Grail. So i self forgetting love we shall find our
blessings and the paradox shall be forever true, “He ihat findeth hia
Tife shafl lose it, and he that loseth his e for My sake and the Gos-
pel's shall keep it unto life efernal.”

The public press of this country has been filled during the past week
or two, with timely and well deserved euloginms of the marbyt President
whosebirthday has just been celebrated as a nation-
al anniversary, We have been struck by the one
tone running through so many of these impressive
memorials, namely, a universal tribute to the uprightness, honesty
and dismterested patriotism of that quaint and homely fgure that filled
the center of the stage during the darkest years of American history,
Abraham Lincoln, It is said that just after his famous debate with
Douglas which brougitt him into national fame, 2 friend remarked to
him, referring lo the senatorship of Itinois, which was stpposed to he
the prize of the winner in that contest, “Well, thank God, the senatar-
ship is won" “XNo.” said Lincoln. “the senatorship is lost, but the
cawse of freedom is won.” He was right. In these davs of time serving
and selfish politics our young men and cur public men need ta be re-
minded that distinction is never won hy seeking it. and that it must ever
be true of all the truly greal that “tiw office should scek the man and
niot the man the office.”

A TIMELY LESSON

Laborious triflng.” is what Dr. Guthrie used to call nuch of the
work of many a wasted life. AMedireval sazants nsed to spend years |
discussing the question, " How many angels could
stanil on the point of a nesdle?”  If ther had dis-
covered it it would have been as little wortir the
pains as King James™ famous problem which he propounded o the
scientific sages of his day for solution. namely. ©"Why does a-dead fish
weigh more than a living one®  After manyv a battle had been fought
over it a shrewd Scowchman remarked, I doot the fac’.” and it cccurred
to the wise men to weigh the fish under the twa different conditions.
To their amazement and disgust they found that it weighed just the
same living or dead. Are we spepding our only. life for the best and
highest things? . Or are we wearing it put in “laborions triflimg" 2

A GREAT OBJECT
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Don't run 2way from them, Don't magnify them. Dontdwellon them,
taking them to bed with you, spoiling your digestion by feeding upon
themn all day, and making everybedy unhappy by
FACE TOUR TROURIES  throwing their shadow on everyote you meet. Bat
with a resolute, courageous, and trustful spint,
lake then to God in prayer and then go forth lo mect and vanquish
them, and vou will find that they are much less formidable than you
feared.  An old farmer ploughed aicund a rock in one of his fields for
many years, and had grown actually morbid over it, for he had broken
a cultivator and two ploughs over it, besides losing @ lot of valuable
land in its vieinity. Cme day he made up his mind that he vwouid dig
it out and kave done with it. And lo, when he put b's crowbar under
it he found it was less than a foot thick and that be could loosen it
with 2 trfling effort and Iifr it bodily into his farm wegon to cart away.
He smiled to think how all these years it had haunted him. 5o shall
we mie day look back upon our trials and upon our anxious cares and
find how needless many of them were, so unreal, andl vet so distressing
that we can say like the ol.  ady when she was reviewing her past
tife, “I've bad so many trials, especially those that never came.”

“He hath set ctermity in their hearts," is the atriking and perhaps
correet translation of the fanuliar verse in Ceclesinstes, "He hath set
the worll in their hiearts.” We ean anticipate our
inheritanve. We can pas. o our (reasures aml
invest our lives in the coming age. This niust be
what the Apostle means when he charges them that are rich in Lhis
world's gootls to give liberally of their wealth for Ged and humanity,
"laying up m store a good foundatior against the time to come, that
they may lay hold upon eternal life.” It is said that a voung lady of
wealth and fashionable social connections wha did not live altogether
above the world ounce dreamed that she had died and gore to heaven.
She was being shown round the celestial city and was asking her angel
guide about the different mansions.  One was shown to her of great
beanty and she was told that it was intended for her coachman. She
could not understand whatever he could do with such a fine house, as
be lived in the porter’s lodge on her father's estate. and spent his even-
ings mostly in some of the Rescue Missions of the town. The angel
however could only tell her he Lelieved the Lord of the city would be
able somehow to prepare the inhabitants for their houses as well as the
. houses for their inmates. Then she asked about a smaller and humbler

dwelling, and he told her it was being prepared for her. “Why,” she
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said, "I could never live in that miserable place. I could not even get
Iny piane inte the parlor.” The angel was very kind and gentle and said
he was truly sorry, but added that “the Master.” be was sure, did the
very hest He could with the material they sent up to Him. The young
lady woke {rom two dreams that morning and hegan to live “under the
powers of the age to come,”

The Venezuela blockade has just ended with a distinct triumph for
German bluff, some humiliation for British diplomacy, and with a decid-
ed victory for the principle of arbitration. The
Emperor William gets a little more than ten times
as much money out of the cash settlement for his
German proreges us England gets for the ciaims of ler subjects, the
other allics agreeing to the settlement for tlhe sake of peace. The relief
comes noue too soon, as the situation in Caracas was just becoming
most critical and distressing. [t is to be hoped that Venezuela and the
South American Republics will now learn that the Monroe Doctrine
does not mean for them Immunity from paying howest debts.

DIPLOMACY AND
ARBITRATION

Tt is the “"Near Fast™ this time that is in a ferment of political agita-
tion. The Macedonian revolutionary leaders are trying hard to foree
a war on the Balkan frontier-and to provoke Tur-
key to some act of military or political rashness
which will involve a general war. The vast extent
and siraificance of such a conflict, should it occur, is naturally cxercis-
ing a sobering influence on Eurcpean diplomacy, and Russia, Austria
and Great Britain arc holding a powerful restraining hand upon the
Turk with a view at once to secure the needed reforms and at the same
time to suppress the violent measurcs of the malcontents.

EASTERK QUESTIORS

English atms are making significant progress in the Western, as, not
long since. they did in the Eastern Soudan. The latest intelligence is to
the effect that the great city of Kann, not far from
. Lake Tchad, the center of a vast section of the
most civilized portion of the Westarn Soudan,
has just heen captured wvithout the loss of a single man, and that the
enemy has fed to Sokoto, another large and most impaortant city of the
Haussa coumtry. The conguest of this region would open a vast and
important region for the entrance of the Gospel.

THE CONQUEST OF THE
SOUDAN




What is Christianity ?
BY THE EDITCR

HAT is Cheistianity, rather, what is it to be 2 real Christian?
Mecasured by statistics there are several hundred mil-
lions of Christians in the world, Measured by spiritual
dynamics these figures woild shrink to perhaps one-tenth
or less of that vast estimate. .
What is God's test of actual Christianity, the test of the Rible,
the test of judgment, the test of reality?
NOT CLHURCHIANITY
1. Christianity is not an ecclesiastical matter. 1t is not settled by
enrolliment, baptism or coparmation. 1 is nol a question of heredity
or profession. It is as true of Christianity as it was of ancient Juda-
ism, “He o nol a Jew which is one outwardly, neither is that cir-
cumeision which is outward in the fAesh: but he is a Jew which is ane
mwardly, and circomeision is that of the heart, in the spint and uat in
the letler ; whose praise is not of men but of Got ™
NOT ORTIODUXY
2. Christianity is not a creed. It is not a set of correct doclrines,
honestly believed and consistently proclaimed. Tt is not a matter of
intellect, conviction and illumination, 1t is not the deepest and highest
knowledgeof divine things and even the abiliLy to present them to athers
witlt truih and even persuasive power. We may have all these and
yet be utterly destitute of personal religion. The scat of the religion of
Jesus Chirist is not the inteliect, the imagination, the mind. It is not
mental science or orthodex faith, It is something deeper, higher and
more divime.
NOT MORALITY

3. Christianity is nol morality. Tt 15 not the reformation of bad
lives and the confermity of our conduet to the highese ideals of duty
and righteousness. All this may be accomplished by purely human
resolution and endeavor. Heathen Greece and Rome had their ethical
systems and their good men, but they were as far fram the revelation of
God as & torch-light is irom the sun. Christianity includes right con-

<
o

LIVING TRUTHS - 127

duct and is the strongest force for reformation and righteousness, hut
its effect may be simufated by other canses. Judaism was founded, to
a g‘rcat extent, on moral law, and consisted largely n. practical rlght-
sousness. Dut Judaism was not Christianity.
NOT CHRISTIAN WORK '

4 Chrislianity is not good works, zeal, benevolence, charity,  All
these may spring from other motives. All these may be but, forms of
selfishiness, done from a desire to attain merit, or even from a natural
impulse of kindness, and they may all exist without the grace of God
For the Apastle has sald, “Though I give all my gocds to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, if I have not love it
profiteth me nothing,”  And the word for “love” here 15 divine. love,
not the love of human impulse, hut of divine ereation. The records of
patriotism are full of examples of heroic seli-zacrifice, The religions
of paganistn are not lacking in stories of self -levotion aml the ofi-
repeated picture of the widow sacrificing herself on her husband’s fun-
vral pyre, the molher giving her very babe Lo the destroying arms of her
idol pod and the devotee of superstition giving up his life to self-
inficted torture and glorying in it as sincerely as the martyr dying at
the stake for love of Chris.,

NUT WORSHIP AND DEVOTION

5. Chostianity £ not devotion, prayer and worsiiip.  All these be-
long equally to the false religions of the waorld. There is no devotion
more sincere and persistent than that of the shrines of idolatry and
the altars of paganism. FEven Cornefius, one of the highest types of
heathenism in the best days of Rome, described by the inspired writer
in the Acts of the Apostles a5 a man of generous liberality and habitual
prayer, was nof a Christian.  For while the heavenly message that came
1o him declared, “Thy prayers, and thine alms are come hefore God for
a memorial,” it was added in cormechon with his summons for Peler to
come to him, “He shall tell theg woids by which thou and thy house
shall be saved.” Cerfainly he was not vet saved, and his conversion
to Christianity came when the Apostle brought him the message of ]'ﬁ'Sus
and the baptism of I;he Holy Ghost.

. NOT DEVOUT FEELING
. Christianity is not feeling. There may be the deepest devotional

feeling and the loftiest asthetic emotion and devout fervor, and yet all
this may be but human. Mere eloquence can stir the heart Lo tears and
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enthusiasm. The strains of music may wake up a thousand chords
which seem like worship and devotion. But all this is but the kindling
of a human fre, and all this is frequently found in hearts and lives whose
guiding principles are selfishness, worldliness and vngodliness.

What then is Clwistianity, if it be not inteilectual, moral or emo-
tional? Where is its seat® What is its source and how shall we find
its touchstone?

Christianity is the religion of the spirit. Irs seat is not the under-
standing, the conscience or the feelings, but that deeper province of our
being that touches God.—the spiritual nature. Christianity is a new
spirit divinely created within us and united to the Father of Spirits,
God Himself. Tt thus brings vs inte an entirely new world as different
from the intellectual and mora! world as the difference belween the
scope of a human mind and that of one of the irrational creatures that
surroun us in the lower orders of animarted nature.

A CASE IX POINT

The writer was once summoued Lo the deathbed of a lad who had
been brought up amid the usual surroundings of culfure and domestic
affection, with a happy home and loving parents and friends, but with-
out any religious teaching. Far months his life had been wasting away
while he kept clinging to the fond. fallacious hope of a possible recov-
ery. At lact the honest truth had to be told him, that he might not
live anotoer day. His family, who had dreaded to acknowledze the
crisis, at last were forced to tell him. o spiritual comforter had min-
istered heside his bedside, and his own immediate friends =ere helploss
to tell him of a Saviour they did not know. The writer was sent for as
a friend of the family o break to him the painful message of his ap-
proaching death, and o perform some ministerial rites for his spivitual
benefit. Never had he faced a more trying and perplexing responsibil-
ity. As ke sat down by that bright young life that was fickering out
- like a dyving candle in its socket, and looked into the gentle face, it
seemed to him almast cruel to torture him with the thought of the dark
and gloomy grave A few questions were asked and it was soon ap-
parent that the lad had no conception of the Bible or the Saviour, but
nad the usual notion of unawakened sonls that it would somehow be all
right because he had never done anything very wrong, and God was
merciful and lind. How could that vntaught mind be led to the kmowl-
adge of Jesus in the few hours or perhaps moments before his soul
would certainly take its Aight? The awinl weight of the task drove the

LIVING TRUTHS 3

minister to silent prayer to Ged for the help of the Holy Spirit to work
the miracle of a soul’s salvation.

Suddenly there flashed into his mind a simple illustration. A beau-
tiful canary was singing in a cage just over the head of the lad, and his
attention was calledd 1o the little pet which he dearly loved, and then
this conversation egan:

"What a pretty bird and what a sweet song.” O, ves,” said he; “'I
love to hear it, [t is my constant companion.”

“But vou cannot talk to it or make it understand your thoughts 7™

~No, because it i3 only a bird.”

“Vou could not speak with it as you speak with me; yot could
not tell it of your pain and your anxiety about your future; you coulid
1ot confide to it your heart's secrets; you could not call it a member
of your family and treat it as you would your sister or your mother,
and it cannot enter into the things we arc now talking about, and the
deepest interests of vour heart and fife?”

*“(Jh, no," said he; “because it has only the mind and heart of a
bird.”

Then camc the application of the incident. “If you should die to-
morrow,” said the minister, “and pass into another world and find your-
self in the presence of God and even in heaven, you would be unable
to understand their conversation, their songs, their joy. You would be
a stranger. You would be lost.  You would be out of place. You
would want to ger away. You could not be happy even in heaven
because yvou are not a member of God’s family. You have not been
born His child. You have not received the new heart ‘that understands
Him, loves Him and enjoys Him."”

Suddenly it all Hashed upon the mind of the lad and he saw eterni-
ty in a new light. Even if he had not done anything wrong, even if
God was good and kind, e was incapacitated for the fellowship of
God and for the happiness of heaven just as the fittle bird was for his
fellowship, becanse he was without a spiritual natur. He had his
bodily life. whieh was scon to go cut, He had his mental life, which
would continue in immertality, but he was without spiritual life, and
his face hecame distressed with a look of anguish and he eried:

“\What shali I do? They tell me I caunot live and I see thal 1 am
not prepared to die. How shall T receive this new nature that I have
never known?’ ’

Oh how easy it was to tell him now of the blessed work of Jesus and
of His simple loving word to another soal, one night, hopeless like
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himseli, “Execpt a man be born again he cannot enter into the kingdom
of (God; he cannot see the kingdom of God.” s

And then we told him that Jesns Christ came into (his world just for
the purpase of giving us this new hirth, this new heart, this new spirit
that could knew Him, love Him, enjoy Him and become His very
child. We repeated (o him such simple helpful words as these, “As
many as received to Him, tw them gave He power w become the sons of
God, which were born not of Aesh nor of the will of the flesh ner of
the will of man, but of God,” and, “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath hestowed upon vs, thar we should he called the sons of
God™ We told him thas the very gift of Jesus that He was waiting e
bestow upon any one that would receive it, was this new heart that
could trust and love Goul, and then we asked him if he would not lift
his heart in prarer to God and ask for this yreat gift through Jesus
Christ.

A MIRACLE OF GRACE

Never shall we forget the moments that followed, the simple prayer,
the tears that slowly trickled down the wan face. the intense concern
that came over it as be closed his eyes and followed us in prayer. The
simple prayer asked but one thing and claimed it hecause Christ had
prothised if, and then that strange “light (hat never shone.on earth or
sky™ came over his face and told us that God had met him, that the mira-
cle of grace had been performed, that a revelation had come to that dy-
ing boy and that heaven was opened to his soul Yefore he entered it
It was wnutrerably real and beaotiful, and as he apened his eves and
looked with that look of jay and then began to lisp out his _first real
prayer, we knew that the work was done. It was all so simple and
brief, 50 real and ob, such a relief from a burden that had seemed to
crusl us, that we bad not words to thank God for His precious erace,
The conversaticn lingered a little longer, a few simple promise; and
counsels were added and then duty called us elsewhere with the prom-
is2 to return in the morning.

A MIRACLE UF GLORY

As we hastened to keep that promise and approached the steps of the
dwelling a waving band of crape on the door told us that we had seen
Arthur on earth for the last ime. But the father mer us in the hall;,
bathed in tears, and thongh an ungodly man himself, he was all broken
angd softened as he'told ve the sequel of that litele visit. He zaid that
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the lad had lingered, very happy and peaceful, until late in the night, and
they had left him for a little, Le, the father, occupying the next room;
and about the middle of the night he heard him talkisg as if lo some
one mear, and then as he hastened to his hedside the little thin hands
were stretched out as if to inect sume one, and his voice was faintiy
speaking to some one that seemed near, and his face was lighted vp with
unspeakable joy. He seemed to be saying, “They are coming, they
are coming, they are coming for me,” and then he sank back. The
spirit had Aed. "But,” said the father, “T have never believed mueh in
these things, but it will be dilferent now, for I know it is all true.”

" What was it came to that dying lad? It was a spiritual expericnee.
It was a new spirit, it was an clement that had been hitherto lacking in
his life, it was Gou revealing Himself to his spiritual nature and
putting inte him a new mnature that could understand and answer
back to the God that gave it. That is Christianity, in its germ. That
18 the new hiearl which theologians call regeneralion, that is something
as different from huoman nature as a star is different from a candle’s
light, (hat is a new creation just as wonderful as the creation of the
world.

ITS GROWTIL

And this new spirit grows, develops, unfolds and expands into all
the possibilities of a divine and eternal life, Tt is this that becomes the
dwelling place of God Himself. Tt is this that is united to Jesus Christ
by the Holy Ghost and hecomes the house of God and “the secret place
of the Most High." Tt is this that becomes the predominant faculty
and force of Christian life, dommating the mind as the mind dominates

the body.
AN INSTRUTIVE LIFE

Tts intercourse with heaven is immediate, mstinctive and intimate.
It knows God directiy and by intuition. It is something like the ntui-

tion of the bird which knows things, not by reasoning, but by an lf‘ulaie
certainty that is in a sense supernatural and divine, at least a gift of

“God.

The spiritual nature has its senses like the physical. It hears the
word of God, not in audible tone, but in unmistalcable ways. It beholds
the face of God and walks “in the light of His countenance,” and there
is an inner, higher and supernatural atmospher: as real to it as the
warmth and light of nature's sun. It tastes the sweetness of God’s
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loving manifestations ail gracious gifis. Its language often is, “Thy
words were found and I did eat them and they were the joy and rejoic-
mg of my heart.” It has the sense of touch ard is conscious of contact
with Divine Presence, of the approach of evil and of the spiritual chan-
nels through which life and healing come into the body, It can touch
Him in a different sense from the jostling crowd in mere physical con-
tact. It can say of Christ. “That which we have seen and heard, which
we have looked npon with our eyes and our hands have handled of the
Word of Life”

And fines than all the rest. it has the sense of smell, that “quicl scent
in the fear of the Lord,” which was the peculiar feature of the Master
Himself, that instinct dhat scents hoth good and evil and discerns the
“things that differ.” To these spiritual senses Goxl and heaven are
very real and the world to come is not a dream. but we are living in
the constant foretaste of it and have already anticipated in our limited
measure all that e shall enjoy in its larger fulness.

THE S0UL MaK

It is the abscnee of this spiritual life that constitutes the difference
beiween the cultivated minds of earth and the humble and often illiter-
ate but heaven-taught spirits to whom God has revealed Himself. “The
soul man” is the literal translation of the Apostle’s description of mere-
Iy intellectual mimds. Literally it is the psvchical man. and of him
Pinl says, “He recetveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolish unto him; neither can he know them. for they are spiritually
discerned.” “The spiritual man judgeth all things [literally “discerneth
all things™], vet he himself is discerned of no man.™ It is just like the
simple figure that saved the dving boy. It is the difference between the
canary and the child  The intelleciual nature canuot grasp the heavenly
world. We must have the inind of God. the Spirit of Ged, the nature
of God, to kmow God and things divine. This is the ke to the Apos-
tle’s strong language in [ Corinthians i, g-12: “Eye hath not seen nor

"ear heard, mor hath it emtered inte the heart of man, the things
that God kas prepared for them that love Him. But God hath re
vealed them to us by His Spirit.  The Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of man save
the spirit of 2 man which is in him? Even so the things of God lmow-
eth n6 man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of Ged:: that we might know
the things which are freelyr given to us of God.”
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How vain for us, therefore, to expect the most brilliant intellscts of
earth to comprehend spiritual truth. The writer once called upon a
distinguisiied lawyer, a member of his congregation for whom he
had long prayed, and asked permission to talk with him about his soll.
The lawyer listened politely for a while and then frankly said: “You
may think it strange, but I really do not comprehend you. 1 can un-
derstand a proposition in business or the statement of a principle in law,
but I do not even grasp your thought about what you call spiritual life
and conversion. Tt is all an enigma to me, I cannot follow you.” And
he was perfectly frank and sincere.

Let us pray for such men that God will give them a revelation of
themselves and of Christ through the Hely Spirit.  And let us thank
Him, abave all things, that it has been given to us “lo know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven.”

And oh, if any reader of these pages is under the deldsion that he
can becosne a ChrisHan at his own convenience, and when he is ready
can turn to God and get into heaven just as soon as he is tired of a
life of sin, let him awake to realize that he is as helpless as the dead,
that he is without God, without life and without power to create his
own life. “As well might a man expect to pull himself up from the
ground by pulling at his ewn boot straps” as to rise to God and heaven
by his own efforts, No, dear friends, you arc dependent upon a higher
power, that very power that you are now slighting and despising. Oh,
turn te Him in your helplessness and accept from Him that mighty,
priceless gift of THE LirE which He has come to bestow, and without
which vou must perish miserably and eternaliy in your helplessness and
sin,

Tt is admitted that there is another side to Christian EXpErience, d
judicial 1spect. by which the soul accepts the Atonement of Jesus Christ
and is justified freely by His grace from the guilt and punishment of
sin.  But this is always coincident with the deeper spintual experience
just deseribed. “If any man be in Christ fesus he is a new crealion.
Obd things are passed away. Behold, zll things are become new.”

b




Bishop Nicholson’s Lectures on Colossians

EDITED BY JAMES M. GRAY, D.D.

VI Tee CHnistiax's Bressen¥ess—H fat It Is, and Hoew and
When It Came.

“Giving thanks to the Father, who made us meet for the share of
the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col i. 12).

This verse we had before us in the preceding lecture. It belongs to
the Apostle's introductory prayer, in which he prays for the Colossian
“believers to be enabled to walk worthily of Christ, and is, in part, his
statement of what constitutes such a walk. Having prayed for their
"bemg filled with the thorough knowledge of God's will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,” as the source of a worthy Christian life,
he further prays that they may accomplish such a life in four particu-
lars:in the bringing Jorth of fruii in every good worls; in the ficreasing
by the thorough know:zdge of God: in the being sfrengiliened with all
strength, according to the power of His glory, unto afl pofience and
fongsufforing, with jovfuluess; and in the giviug of thanks to the Father
who made fhem aneet for the share of the inheritance of the saints in
light The first three of these particulars we considered in the previous
leeture. only glancing at the significance of the fourth. Dut this last
_element of 2 worthy Christian walk deserves to he thoroughly consid-
ered. It contains so remarkable a declaration of the heliever's already
perfected meetness for the inherilance in light, it so enforces upon him
the duty of thankfully recognizing the fact, it so encompasses the
Chiristian life with an atmosphere of joy and gladness, it is so rich in
practical {eachings for our life-long contest with the powers of evil, we
shall find it 28 sweel and refreshing as is “cold water to a thirstv soul,”

1. The Chtistian’s blessedness is an mheritence. Tt is something
_allotter, assigned; something conlerred by tight of position and rela-
vonshap. It 1s not won by his own efforts, else it is not an inheritance.
No righteousness of his own. no goad waorks, no labors of his, have any-
thing to do in the procuring of it for him. It follows pirre. He is pe-
goffen o an inherilance “incorruptible, and undefiled, that fadeth not
awar {I. Peteri. 3. 4). The new birth and heirship are facts correla-
tive and smwltaneous. “If children, then heirs, heirs of God, and
joime heirs with Christ” ( Rom. vHi. 131}. '
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2. The Christian’s hiessedness is the inberitance of sailfs. It be-
longs to saints as such; to all saints, and o none else.  But who are

-saints 7 They are those who have been sanctified {made saints) hy

the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ {Heb, x, 10). All belieyers
in Christ, then, are saints; for every believer has been sprinkled with
His blood, and brought uudel its shelter and its endearing value
Purged from guilt and condemnation, invested with God’s righteous-
ness in Christ (T1. Cor, v, 21}, and accepted of God, he is also sancti-
fied, set apart, by God's bloody mark upon him, as His own jewel; is
made sacred and very dear to Him as His own pecidium, His own
property (L. Cor. vi. 20; I. Peter ii. g). This is judicial sanctification,
and it is perfect.  Oul of it, and always according to the heart’s realiza-
tion of it. comes practical sanctification, But it is the judicial setting
apart which makes any onc a saini; it is the sprinkling of the hload
which accomplishes this result; it is God's own act, once done, which
saints us, and v His own calendar He hath written it.

3. The Christian’s blessedness is the inheritance s Jight. This
is its sphere, its seat, its sweetness, its exccllence, its glory. This word
Liwcnt is the authoriiative affirmation of what we jnst now inferred
as to the nature af the inheritance, Light is the emblem of trush, holi-
negs, purily, perfection. God is Light (L John 1, 5). Christ is Light
{Luke it. 323, The Word of (God is light (Ps. cxx. 105), The inher-
itance in light, then, is such a condition of hlessedness as is constituted
of the truth as it is in Jesus, as reflects Christ Himself, as shines with
the splendors of Ged. There the true, the holy, the pure, and the per-
fect. are the constituent elements of things, and also the order of pro-
cedure.

Of course. this locates the inheritance in heaven. For where but
thers does light exist 5o absclutely?  {Rev. xxi. 23, xxil. 5.) As in
Bonar’s hymn—

* Sunshine is.ever pure;

Nooart of man can toh ot of jis beanty,

Nor stain its unpolluted heavenliness:

T s the fairest. purest thing in nature;

Fit type of thar fair heaver, where all is pure,

And iito which uo evil thing can encér.

Where darkness comes nob where oo shadow falls, -

Where night and sin can have no dwe,ﬂing place.” )

“And yét-this does not confine the inlieritance to heaven; for saints

are now in jighi. and are light. - “They have been called cut of- dark-
ness into His marvelous Iight™ (1. Peter 5. g), and are now “the. chil-
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dren of the light, and the children of the day” (1. Thess. v. 5). The
inheritance, then, is located here and now, as well as there and then.
In the mext verse to our text, as explanatory of the being made meset
for the inheritance in light, it is said that “God delivered us out of
the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” So that, as
saints, we are already in light and in the kingdom. We enjoy the in-
heritance even now ; not the whole of it, indeed, but in part. Born of
God, at ance we Beliexe on Christ, and are pardoned, and accepted, and
sanctified, and made dear to Ged; and therein we have come to the in-
heritance, for straightway we have fellowship with God, and He has
become our conscions goed and sabisfaction, end the peace of God and
Joy in the Holy Ghast are as the feelings of the heir to an estate, when
he has come to his majority, and has been actually installed in posses-
sion, We are just what the fruth, s it is it Jesns, has made us; and we
ate holy 1o God, under His own estimation of the value of the blood;
and we are perfect in the perfection of Chrst {Col ii. 10); and we
purify oursclves even as He is pure (I. John iiw. 3}. It is the inhentance
enjoyed even here; imperfect!y, indeed,and with many disturbances, and
with heart-longings for the heavenly circinstances of possession. But
it is the inheritance. Soa that not only have we heaven in prospect, but
alse an earnest of heaven, a very part of heaven already.

4. The Christian’s blesse/'ness is an inheritance thaf is sharcd.
“Neet,” says the text, “for e share of the inheritance of the saints in
light” Al are cqually heirs, equally born of Ged, cqually pardoned
and justified in Christ cur Righteousness, equally sanctified by the
blood, egually put in possession here. and shall be equally put
in possession there; and to all belong the same inberitance, the same
fetlowship with (God, the same conscions satisfaction m God, the same
peace of God, and joy in the Holy Ghost Yer each his own, “The
shore.” Differences and degrees exist hoth there and here. In the one
body are many members, and all the members are but one body; vet the
foot is not the hand, the nose is not the eye. To every man “according
to his several ability.” Fellowship with God here may differ, in cer-
tain regards, in different saints, although they be equally faithful. One
mmay be a Paul, amother an Epaphras; both holding the same truths, hav-
myg the same life, feeling the same joy in God; but the ane sees farther,
thinks deeper, lives wider, than the other; the one is as the eagle,
bathing its wings in the sunshine of the open heavens, the other as the
canary, in a smailer sphere. which yet it flls with song and joyance.
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Besides, there are differences in faithfulness among saints, and
these lead to differently developd capacities of appreciation and enjoy-
ment; and the latter differences require different degrees of advance-
ment and employiment in God's appointments concerning us. The saint
who uses faithfully his opportunities for being filled with the thorough
knowledge of God's will, becomes constantly self-enlarged, and so is
constantly gaining as regards Iiis present share of the inheritance, and
also as regards his future share in heaven; for while each one there
shall receive the crown of life {Rev. ii. 10}, vet some crowns will have
more stars in them than will others {Dan. xil. 3). QOur blessedness is
strictly an inheritance; and yet our Father, in a way wholly of grace,
not at all of debt, may distinguish between His beloved children, the
recipients of the same inheritance.

3. The Christan’s blesseclness is an inheritance for which the
Father hath made us meet.

A meetness or fitness for it we do need to have. A sick man cannot
partake of a sumptuous feast: neither could we share in this inheritance
and enjoy God as our souls’ satisfaction, sinners as we are, corrupt,
guilly and condermed, except as having received a new man in the
being born again, and thus having been bronght into sympatily with
God, and as having been pardoned and accepted of God and made dear
to Him in Christ our Righteousness. These results of the work of
the Saviour are what constitutes Ilis salvation. and He wrought them
out for us, on purpose to “bring us to God.” to make us “heirs of
God.” to secure to us the inheritance, Therefore it is the helieving
on the Lord Jesus Christ which makes us meet for the inheritance, for it
is that which expresses the new hirth, and at the same time receives
the righteousness wherein we are justified and sanctified to God
Of the same import is the expression in the lext, “The Father made
us meet” ; that 1s, as the next verse shows, the Yather of Chnasl. God
made us meet, then, in Kis character as the Farher of Christ: in other
words, He did it beeceuse of, and by means of, the work of Christ In us.

Hence it follows. that the inaking us meet for the inherit-
ance is an act of God done and hnished for us once in the time past.
When a soul is new-born it becomes so in a moment of time; and then,
helieving on Christ, instantly it is completely pardoned. completely
justified and comipletely sanctified in the infinite value of the blood of
lhe Son of God. Wherefore we are made meet for the inheritance, not







