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ow, South China 

accompanying N a p  
a n d t h e  Eas t  Indi 

to  places ''wJlere Christ is  not the  reader :will be abLe readi 
named'', whene there is none who to follow. the route df .tTau 
can name ,His Name, In t hese  iadicatb,a,by the red line,--.f,Y& 

._ partsBuddh'a is named, Mobam: V u - c h o w  : t o , '  Hongkong,  ' from 
med,is named, but Christ .is',n.o~,..-'Horrgkong to Suntickan, on th.e." 
named. He i 6 almost ,ur;kno$n::, : tio? thea& coast 'of, 'B+itish .N o r t h  
Wherever I went,, I ~ ,a&$: ljh; Borneo,  t o  B,alik-papan, .on'  the 1 
English and Chinese;:"Is,:tkerO east coast ,of Dutch Borneo, to, '  
anyone bere who knows Jesus!?. :t$y@xda?' a little'  +nprth'.:of. : 
Do. yon'know, anyone who belie&; BaIik-pawn: , f rom .-SamasincTa:.c 
on the ' l o rd  Jesus Christ?" Often: 
they did not know what I meant: 
they did not know: tha t '  t h e r e  
w a s a L o r d  Jesus Christ. ., , 

For,some years I have .fel,t a. 
burning desire to, visit the is- 
lands ,!of the, South Seas, to:  
reconnoitre. as  it were, f o r  Him. 
I felt qonvinced that there was, 
a greaz'' need, ,especially in ' , the .  
interior of , these  islands, where 
no Gospel witness has yet be en^ 
riven. ' The 'messure  of circum- 

> -, . 
~ 

acrhss'the. ,Straits' :of Makaswfd;? 
to Dong$,+; south- again d d e ' . '  
the coastof,  the Celebes to, PW?-~Z':~ 
pare; a2d:then t o  Makissar, the  : 
capitol of 'tbe Celebes;, f r o m  ,i 

Makassar to Siagoradia, a por t , :?  
+?,,the Island of Bali: t o  Sura-.: 
$&a on the  northern coast of ' . , :  
,,T&+,' the  largest commercial,,  , 
<e$tr$,of the Dutch Indies;:  to^ !, 
'&W@lung. Java, by rail,' and to,": 
E?&$y@;,,$he capitol-of the  Dutch ' 1  
Ik?5&s>:&>om Batavia to Simm- 

itances in  rhe-work in Soul!? China p i rc (8r i t i sh)  ; t o  3 r i y o a  (French 
ieeincd cr)  hold me. but 3t  l a i t rhe  Ind--China): L O  T,rcriiie ( A n -  
time,. seemed ripe f o r  me to go. 

I Ieft  South China l a t e  in 
Januasy.. The t r ip  occupied all. of 
February and most of March. 

-I ,did not stop off anywhere on 
the t r ip  f o r  more than three 
days. I always took "the next 
boat','; .,and i t  seemed as though 
the steamship schedules were 
all arranged of the Lord t o  snit. 

nam)i. b.y::"rail to Hanoi  'and ,. ', 

Haipkbnr"(Tonkin),  by^ stsam- ., 

e r  to.(.Pa$-hoi on the southern ' :, 

coast of China, a n d -  Hoi -hau  on:; 
the  Island o$Hainah: t o  Hong- ". 
kong and on$$to W Y U C ~ ~ O W .  , ' , ,,:, 

May I now ,6riefly comme,nt.:on ; 
the various places visited., In ' $, 

the present ,art icle we will- deal 'i , ,, with Borneo only. ;+, 



BRITISH NORTH BORNEO-  
The three main por t s  of Brit ish 
North Borneo a r e  Sandakan, 
Kudat, and  Jesselton. The 
Society f o r  the  Propagation 
of t h e  Gospel (S. P. 6.) is  
labouring here. Also the  Basil 
Mission has independent self- 
supporting Chinese churches. 
The Roman Catholics also have, 
w o r k i n  th i s  part .  I was three  
days at Sandakan and had enjoy- 
able fellowship with Archdeacon 
and Mrs. Mercer, and also ,with 
Chinese workers of , the Basil 
M,issian. Time. did not permit 
me to  visit other p a r t s  of Brit ish 
Nor th  Borneo. Work is being 
done among the aborigina1 
tribes of the  interior,  called the 
Dyacks. The Chinese residents 
of this p a r t  of Borneo a r e  
largely of the  Hakka race and 
many of them have found Christ. 
Three quar te rs  of the  Chinese 
inhabitants of Kudat a r e  said to 
be church members. 

I soon saw tha t  there was  n o  
desperate need f o r  another miss- 
ion entering th i s  pa r t  of the 
field. I wished to  hasten on  to 
my goal fu r the r  south and reach  
the ports of Dutch Borneo. F o r  
a while i t  looked as though it was 
going to  he difficult f o r  me to  
find passage f r o m  Brit ish Nor th  
Borneo t o  Dutch Borneo, as there  
is no regular l ine of. steamers 
sunning between these ports.  I 
faced a possibility of having to 

t rave l  by native Chinese junk 
f r o m  Tawao, the most southerly 
S o r t  of British Borneo, t o  Tara-  
kan, the most northerly port  of 
o€ Dutch Borneo, which might be 
a journey of two days o r  two 
weeks according to  t h e  will of 
the  winds. ‘ A f t e r  th ree  days,  
when the time came tha t  the  
L o r d ,  would have me leave 
Sandakan, however, H e ,  had a 
steamer all ready. A Dutch 
oil-tanker came into port  ear ly  
Sunday morning, February  5th., 
hound f o r  Balik-papan. I at 
once applied f o r  a passage. 

“She does nut ca r ry  ,passen- 
gers, an,d .there is no spare  
cabin,” said the  Agent. 

“Can you give me standing 
room?” I asked. 

“Youwill  have to go aboard 
and ask  t h e  Captain,” h,e said. 

As soon as I had finished 
preaching at the  Basil Mission, 
I went out t o  S. S. “Sanbodja”. 
and met Captain Ouwerkerk. I 
found him a good natured Dutch- 
man who spoke English. 

“Sorry”,  he said,  “but we a re  
not allowed to t ake  passengers, 
and we have no cabin anyway.” 

“But”, I protested. “I must go 
to Balik-papan. Can you not give 
me standiag room on your boa:?” 

He laughed at th i s  and said, 
“Oh, we can do better t han  . tha t .  
We can f ix  up a canvas cot on 
deck, but you ivilt have to sign on 
as “Four th  Officer” of the .*ip 



t o  escape t h e  teclinicality of the  
law.” 

You may be sun0 I was  ready  
f o r  this. I a g r e e d  t o  the 
proposition and was appointed 
a s  F o u r t h  Officer of t h e  S. S. 
“Sanbodja”! My wages were t o  
be one shi l l ing,  bu t  of course I 
had to  pay the company my f a r e !  
Two days and a half  h rought  us- 
to Balik-papan. 
DUTCH BORNEO-There i s .  no 
missionary work  being car r ied’  
on o n ,  the  e a s t  coast o€ Dutch 
Borneo. According t o  my maps ,  
there a r e  a score o f  ports on the 
east  coast of Borneo,  bu t  as f a r  
as we are able  to learn-  t h e r e  is 
n o  witness  f o r  Chr is t  a t  a n y  of 
these places. F r o m  many of 
these Por t s ,  the  in te r ior  of 
Borneo may be reached by r i v e r ,  
On perhaps  only one r iver  is 
i h e r e  a r e g u l a r  s teamship  l ine ,  
namely at  Sarnarinda, hut by 
nat ive c r a f t  t h e  missionary can 
penet ra te  the  interior a n d  reach  
the  “wild m a n  of Borneo,” the 
Dyacks. 

The Dyneks, n o  doubt, or igin-  
ally occupied the  e n t i r e  is land ot“ 
Borneo,. but t h e  coming of vari- 
ous races, the  Malays,  the J a v a n -  
ese, the  Chinese, Indians f r o m  
Madras, and A r a h s ,  h a s  grad-  
ually crowded the wild man away 
to  the  inter ior .  The Malays 
have in te r -marr ied  somewhat 
with the nyacks .  with the  r e s u l t  
that  t h e  ..Dyscks to th i s  exten t  

h v e  been absorbed. I t  is sai,d 
also t h a t  the  or iginal  pure  Dyaek, 
of the  in te r ior  of Borneo i s  
decreasing in  population. 

The ’ Dyack was  or iginal ly  a 
“head-hunter”  and’ a cannibal, 
a n d  in  some cases m a y  i t i l l  be 
such, bu t  t h e  inf luence of o ther  
r a c e s  h a s  had  the effect of subdu- 
i n g  and semi-civilizing the  wild 
man of Borneo. One of the‘ 
or iginal  customs of ‘ the  Dyacks 
was  t h a t  a young man proposing 
to  his bride,’ musz, have t h e  skull 
of one whom he himself h i d  
slain e r e  he ,could hope t o  be 
acceptcd by his bride. This 
custom, however, I an?, told, h,as 
now al l  bu t  died out. 

T h e r e  are m a n y  different l a n -  
guage groups  among the  Dyacks, 
most  of whom have never  been 
reached with t h e  Guspel Mess: 
a g e . ,  F r o m  t h e  s o u t h ,  cazst-of 
Borneo,  some effort is bcing 
made to  reach , theni  up the  B a r i t d  
River. w i t h  Banjermasin a s  a 
base. Some ef for t  was a l so  coni- 
nlenced on t h e  west coast ‘of 
Borneo ‘entering by the  Kapbeas 
River, but  th,e Methodist Epis-  
copal Mission h a s  now ent i re ly  
withdrawn f r o n  Borneo. 

According t o  our  maps  there  
Seem to be a dozen o r , m o r e  p o r t s  
o n  the west coas t  of Bornco. On 
t h e  south-coast  of Borneo thone 
arc,  beside the  River  Bar i to  
which emplies into the  sea at 
Banjermas in ,  f ive  o r  s ix  o’ther 



rivers, which a re  gateways to 
the interior. At  none of these 
points has missionary work been 
attempted. 
Balik-pa,pan--I stayed,at this port 
two days. I t  iS a city of about 
21,500 people. *The district, of 
which i t  is one of the centres, 
has a population of about 200, 
000. Balik-papan is the grea t  
oil ,'field rof the Dutch Indies. 
The installation of the B. P. M. 
(Batavia Petroleum COmPanN), 
or the  Royal Dutch Shell 
Petroleum Co., a branch of the 
Asiatic Petroleum Company, is 
the largest oil installation in . tbe  
~ a r  East. .All the A. P. C. oil, 
consumed throughout the Far 
Eas t  comes f rom the Balik- 
papan wells. 

The population of the city 
includes a great mixture of 
races: Malay, Javanese, ,Boeg- 
inese, Chinese from Fukien, 
Canton and other parts,  Indians 
f rom Madras, Arabs, and also 
a sprinkling of Dyacks from the 
interior. As I walked the s,treots 
of this city trying to get in 
touch through the  Englis?. o r  
Chinese languages, with as 
many people as  possibl,e, I asked 
my one question, ',*Is there  
anyone here who believes on the 
qord  Jesus Christ?" Af t e r  
many replies in the negative, I 
was directed to a Chinese car- 
penter's store and found a Chin- 
ese brother who acknowledged 

the name .of, Christ.. .His face, 
I am s o r r y  to say.:did' not. look 
l ike tha t  of a Christian, and as 
Mr. Moody,used to.say ."He may 
have been a Christian, b u t  ,he did 
not sme1,l'Iike one!" His  face was 
flushed with wine. I t  was ha rd  
to blame him,however. There he 
was-a lone Christian-in the  
midst.,of the darkness of heathen- 
dom. He had a Bible and pray- 
ed sometiiues. .,.but, I f ea r  he 
could ne t  be.considered a witness 
ftir the  Lord Jesus. ,La$e,r:I. met 
anothec Chinese, ,friend, .who; 
seemed t o  love the Lord, bu t~who  
said tha t  he dared.not be .baptiz- 
ed and confess: Christ fqr f ea r  
of offending his parents.', This 
fiiend was ve ry  kind t o  me while 
in Balik-papin, and finally came 
t o  the steamer to see me off. 

Whil,e in Balik-papan, deep 
depression of spErit and a feel- 
ing  of d,iscourapement, doubt and 
fear ,  seemed'to settle upon my 
soul. It came upon me like a 
dark,  thick cloud ob gloom, and 
I could not shake i t  off. Only 
His light and joy finally ,dispell- 
ed the darkness. , It did not 
las t  long, bu t  long enough to 
make merealise tha t  I surely was 
on the enepy's territory. Yes, 
here is a place where the 
supreme rule of Satan has never 
been disputed. The Psince of 
Darkness has never been chall-- 
enged here. No messenger of 
Christ has ever lifted up his 



voice to preach the Gospel in this 
place;, It is a place where Christ 
hias not been named. What utter 
darkness! There is no Gospel 
here. Can we open a work f o r  
Christ in this place? When? 
Who will ‘go? Whom’ shall We 
send? 
Samo,ri?zda-I was anxious ,  to 
visit Samarinda because it is at 
the mouth of the Kutai o r  Sam- 
arinda River and the main en- 
trance to the interior df Borneo 
from the east  coast. There a r e  
at ,Ieast  four other rivers f a r -  
t he r  north,  which ’ a r e  .also 
gateways f rom this coast to the 
interior. The River Kutai is 
navigable by small steamer f o r  
t a d a y s  as f a r  as Long-Iram, 
and by native c raf t  f o r  many 
days f a r the r  up. The Roman 
Catholic Church has a mission 
three .days inland f r o m  Long- 
Iran+ a t  Lahan, where six priests 
and s i x  nuns a re  teaching the 
peoplafarming, trades, etc. I felt  
ashamed tha t  $he Roman Catho- 
lics, with so, little Gospel, should 
have gone to the interior of 
Borneo before us. 

All  the other rivers from the 
east coast, save the Kutai, a r e  
1 fear only navigable, by native 
craft. .A Dutch official told me 
he had travelled up one of these 
T i V d r S  ’ ascending terrible and 
dangerous , rapids f o r  seventy- 
fi5e days, and had come down 
the river, covering the same 

distance, in ten days. 
Here again is another city  of 

darkness and the same mixture 
o f  races. I entered a Mohamm; 
edan mosque. There a r e  Chinese 
temples here: they looked to  me 
ugly enough f r o m  the  outside. 
1, had no  desire to enter and l,ook 
upon the  hideous idols, already 
so  f smi l i , a r ’ to  me, There a r e ,  
houses of wickedness, a n d  gam- 
bling hells on all  sides, in full  
swing; but no Gospel Chc,pel. I 
walked the streets of Samarinda 
by day and by night until its’’ 
terrible darkness seemed almost 
t o  qenetrate Sny soul. O u r  home 
cities may be dark  enough, but ,: 
there is at least some light df 
the Gospel there. These people 
verily “sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death”. 

“Without a yay of hope o r  light, 
“With fu ture  dark as.endless 

.I met some ,Chinese Christians 
here who had been baptised ,.as ., 
infants’in China, but who seemed. : 
t o  ‘have forgotten all abavt it 
sincethen. In  one store where 
I w a s .  telling the people about 
t h e  Lord Jesus, some of the 
Chinese opposed and ridiculed. 
One said in a loud voice, “God ,, 

is no good., He only blows the 
wind on 11s to make us catch a 
cold.” While:. I was trying t o  
te!l them of His love and of the 
sacrifice , . f o r  ou r  sins on the 
cross, and feeling the opposition , 

night.” 



very s t rong ,  a n  elderly Chinese A , l i t t l e ' l a i e r  a n  my t r ip ,  on 
lady came t o  my help f r o m  the  reaching Batavia, I had the  
r e a r  of the  s tore .  Hear ing  the  privilege of interviewing leaders 
loud ta lk ing  she  came out  and:  id ' t he  Dutch Missions, the 
said,  "I once heard of Jesus Methodist Episcopal ' Mission, 
when I was in China. ,I don't and par t icular ly  Dr. Slotemaker  
know much about  it, but  I know de Bruine, t h e  Missionary C,onsul. 
this-  Jesus is good! Jesus is The l a t t e r  w a s v e r y  courteous 
good!" She repeated th i s  las t  ' and hel$fnl, and hear t i ly  
clause several  times. God bless approved of our  opening work 
h e r  and save her,! I l e f t  Gospel ' a inon i  the Chinese, and encoura- 
t r ac t s  a t  t ha t  and many other ,. & ,u<,aisa t o  occupy Soine,of thc 
s tores  in  Samarinda,  and have ' uGocb,U"pied 'areas  of the -Dutch 
sen t  more by mail f rom Wuchow. Exs t  <&hies. He recommended 
May they br ing some light to  the following fields, where 'no 
these souls in awful  darkness .  ,. 

Before we crossed to  the  Cele- 1." S h e  en t i re  east  coast of 
hes, about which we will wri te  i n  Borneo, with S a m a r i d a  and 
?later  ar t ic le ,  may we make a other  places a s  centres,: 
f ew  general romarks about 2. The west  c o a s t , o f  Bdmeo. 
Eorneo. The population of Dutch wi th  ,Pont ianak , an$ ,  other  
Borneo is about 1,800,000. Per- placcs as  centres .  The object , 
haps one half or more of this would be t o  reach "the wild I 
population is located in the  por t s  

coasts, the  remainder o f ,  the  3. The Boeginese people on the  ~ 

population is in the  , jnter ior ,  coast of the Celebes, and the  
.wild tribes, mostly Dyacks As wild races of the  in te r ior  ,of 1 
we have said. the en t i r eeas t  coast the  CeleSes, with Makassar  
is without missionary-  work,  as a centre. 
nei ther  is there  any WiSSi@narY 4. The whald soulh-western 
work 'on the west coast,,sinae the  
Meth,odist Episcopal. Mission 5.  A l a rge  number o f  s,maller 
has  evacuated. The en t i re  south islands in the Eas t  Indiei  
coast  i s  also unoccupied with the  where no Gospel witness  has^ 

t h e  work which i s  done by the Dr. Zwemer, i n  his 'survey 
Basil Mission, and the  Dutch o f  the Malay  Archipelago, 
S t a t e  Church up the Bari to  calls attention to  ' whole 
River. islands a n d  p a r t s  of islands 

wock i s  being done:- 

man of Borneo", the  pyacks 
of the east ,  west, and south of the  inter ior .  I 

coast of Sumatra .  

,' exception of Banjermasin and yet been given. 

. .  ,. ,,, , ,,, ~ , .  . ~ , , . , , : , ,  
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aster ' s  bosom 
i th  love a n d  pain, 

" "A cr$ is ever  sounding, 
Upoh m y  burdened e a r  

A c r y @  pain and anguish, 
,~ A cry o f  woe a n d  f e a r :  
' i  It is tt& voice of myriads 

~ I t  is t W & y  of Jesus 

gui l t  and sorrow, 

Wh I .  a g r d p e  in  heathen night ,  

To r i se  and  send ihem l ight .  For al l  aul: fa l len  race." 
'F 

-A. B. Simpson g 
" ' v;p 
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- THE CALL OF THE ISLES - 
Map of the East lndies 

The white spots represent the entrance of the Light of the Gospel’ 
The black represents the darkness of heathenixm and paganism. 
Jesus said, “I a m  the Light of the World.” 

“Ye are the Light of the World.” 
WHO WILL HELP LIGHTEN THE DARKNESS ? ‘  


