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- Toronto Leader 1865, Sat, Apr 8, p. 2, col 6, second item: "Knox College: The session of this 
institution was closed on Wednesday (5th) with a lecture by the Rev. Dr. Burns. A large audience 
convened, embracing many ministers, former alumni of the college. Before the close of the 
proceedings, Dr. Willis made some remarks on the progress of the institution, in the course of 
which he stated that a larger number of students had attended than in any previous session and that 
8 had matriculated [=graduated. ABS was one of the 8], who would be immediately at the call of 
the church for active service." Sent by Lindsay Reynolds 

 
D. Ordination and Marriage 

 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, May 27, p. 2: "Mr. Simpson, from the University of Toronto, who 
is now preaching at Knox's Church, will preach at the Mountain Mission Brock Church on Lord's 
Day afternoon at 3 o'clock." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Tuesday, June 7, p. 2: "Pastor for Knox's Church: At a meeting of 
the congregation of Knox's Church, held on Monday evening, a unanimous call was given to Mr. 
Simpson, of Knox's College, to accept the vacant pastorate. Mr. Simpson has been presiding 
temporarily at the church for some months past and has won the esteem and friendship of the 
whole congregation, who thus show their appreciation of his merits." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, June 8, p. 2: "Correction: We stated in yesterday morning's edition 
that a unanimous call had been presented to Mr. Simpson to become the pastor of Knox's Church. 
Our information was incorrect. Mr. Simpson is not yet in a position to accept such a call, but will 
be next month, when he will be fully licensed to preach. The congregation agreed to ask the 
Presbytery to moderate in a call, and they have guaranteed to call Mr. Simpson after he is duly 
authorized to enter upon Gospel duties." 
 
 
 
 
 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, June 17, p. 2: "Knox's church: We learn that the Rev. Mr. 
Simpson, having been duly licensed, has officially accepted the call from the congregation of 
Knox's Church in this City." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, June 27, p. 2: "The lecture by the Rev. Mr. Simpson last night in 
the MacNab Street Presbyterian Church in connection with the Teacher's Association was well 
attended. The reverend gentleman justified the high opinion that has already been formed of him 
and created a feeling of satisfaction that a man of so much promise has become permanently 
associated with one of our city congregations." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, July 24, p. 2: "Knox's Church: ... supplied the pulpit of Knox's 
church yesterday, in the absence of the pastor, Mr. Simpson." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Aug 2, p. 2: "Knox's Church...(a substitute) preached yesterday in 
Knox's Church." 
- Chatham Weekly Planet 1865, Thursday, Aug 10, p. 2: "The Reverend Albert B. Simpson: Last 
Sabbath the pulpit of the Rev. William Walker's (Canada Presbyterian) Church in this town, was 
filled by the Rev. Albert B. Simpson, who we are pleased to observe is gaining much popularity on 
account of his talent and eloquence, as well as of his modest and gentlemanly demeanor. This 
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youthful and clever minister is the second son of James Simpson, Esquire of the Township of 
Chatham, in this county, and was formerly a pupil at the County of Kent Grammar School. His 
ecclesiastical studies were prosecuted under the watchful eye of the Rev. William Walker, who 
justly feels proud of the great success which is attending his young friend; and well he may, for a 
more graceful and eloquent pupil speaker we have seldom indeed had the pleasure of listening to. 
We see that it is probably that the Rev. Mr. Simpson will settle in Hamilton, inasmuch as it is the 
unanimous wish of the congregation of Knox's church in that City that he should fill its pulpit. 

The Hamilton correspondent of the Toronto Leader writes as follows with reference to this 
church and the Reverend gentleman in question:'Since Dr. Irvine left, nearly a year ago, the church 
has been without a settled pastor, and attempts have been made by the congregation at various 
times since to call a minister, but the attempt has hitherto invariably failed. At one time, Dr. Wood, 
of Philadelphia, received a call and although that reverend gentleman said, if called upon, he would 
accept, yet when the call was made (and it was a unanimous one), he for some reason or other, 
declined. Subsequently the Rev. Mr. James, a rather distinguished preacher, formerly of the UP 
Church was called, but not by a unanimous voice of the congregation and in consequence he did 
not accept. For the last three months, the congregation has enjoyed the pastoral ministration of a 
young student of Knox's College, Toronto, Mr. Albert B. Simpson, who rapidly gained the 
affections of his congregation, no less by his talents as a preacher, than by his gentle, kind, and 
unassuming manners. The result is that Mr. Simpson, who was duly licensed as a minister of the 
Gospel only a few day ago, is in a fair way of being the next minister of Knox's Church. 

Last evening a congregational meeting was held for the purpose of moderating a call, Rev. D. 
Inglis and Dr. Ormiston having been appointed by the Presbytery to moderate. After a sermon by 
Mr. Inglis, the congregation, by resolution, gave a unanimous call to the Rev. A. B. Simpson. The 
call will be presented to the Presbytery, which meets in this City on the 16th inst. and it is expected 
that Mr. Simpson will be ordained and inducted in the pastoral charge of Knox's congregation on 
or about the 29th. I cannot help congratulating the parties: the church, in having apparently 
succeeded in escaping from a continual "hubble, bubble, toil and trouble" to a season of Christian 
quiet; and the young minister in having, in so early a part of his career, taken so high a position in 
the Canadian Presbyterian Church.' Following some remarks about the Rev. D. Inglis, the Toronto 
Leader correspondent closes. The Chatham Planet continued: "The Rev. Mr. Simpson will next 
Sabbath again fill the Rev. Mr. Walker's pulpit..." remainder of page missing. 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Aug 17, p. 2: "Knox's Church: A special meeting of the Hamilton 
Presbytery was held in Knox's Church Tuesday evening (15th) and a unanimous call was presented 
to Rev. A. B. Simpson, who has been for the last few months ministering to that congregation. Mr. 
Simpson has accepted the call and will be formally inducted as pastor of the church about the 12th 
proximo. He is a young gentleman of marked ability and is likely to be most successful and popular 
in the position he is called upon to fill." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Wed Aug 30, p. 2: "A meeting of the Presbytery was held 
yesterday afternoon at 3 o'clock, the Rev. Mr. Inglis, Moderator, presiding. the trial exercises of 
Mr. Simpson for ordination were unanimously sustained, the members of the Presbytery expressing 
their high approval of the whole. The ordination was appointed to take place at Knox's Church, on 
the 11th of September (Monday), as half past 2 p.m. The Rev. Mr. Inglis will preside on the 
occasion. The sermons will be preached by the Rev. Mr. Grant of Oneida; Rev. Dr. Ormiston will 
address the Minister, and the Rev. Mr. Stark of Dundas, the meeting. This will be the first 
ordination of a Presbyterian minister that has ever taken place in Hamilton. A call to the Rev. John 
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McCall from Waterdown and Wellington Square was laid upon the table and sustained. A call from 
Knox's Church, Montreal, addressed to the Rev. Mr. Inglis was laid upon the table with 
accompanying papers. It was agreed to take the ordinary preliminary steps. The Rev. Mr. Burns of 
St. Catharine, was appointed to preach at the MacNab Street Church and to notify the 
congregation to appear for their interests at the first ordinary meeting, to be held the second 
Tuesday in October. Mr. Inglis stated that he had not yet been able to make up his mind as to the 
course he should consider it his duty to pursue in regard to the call." Dr. Ormiston's picture is on p. 
62, The Covenant in Canada, by Thomas Melville Bailey. Hamilton, Ontario: MacNab, 1975. 160 
p. 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Sept 7, p. 2: "Picnic of Knox's Church: Rev. Mr. Simpson has just 
returned after an absence of several weeks." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Tuesday, Sept 12, p. 2: "Services at Knox's Church: The 
ordination of the Rev. A. B. Simpson and his induction as pastor of that church, will take place 
today at 2:30 p.m. The Rev. Mr. Inglis presiding. A sermon will be preached by the Rev. Mr. Grant 
of Oneida. Immediately after which the ceremony of ordination will be administered, the Rev. Dr. 
Ormiston addressing the minister and the Rev. Mr. Starke of Dundas, the people. This is the first 
ordination of a Presbyterian minister that has ever taken place in Hamilton and the opportunity of 
witnessing this impressive service is likely attract very large congregations. In the evening at seven 
o'clock, there is to be a soiree at which a number of eminent speakers will deliver addresses. At 9 
o'clock, refreshments will be provided in the basement of the church. There is sure to be a very 
large attendance." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Sept 6, p. 2: (This ad occurred several times) "A Grand Soiree will 
be held in Knox's Church on the occasion of the ordination of the Rev. Albert B. Simpson! At 
which addresses will be delivered by eminent clergymen and select anthems sung by an efficient 
choir. chair to be taken at 7 o'clock p.m. Refreshments will be provided in the Lecture Room at 9 
p.m. Tickets 50 cents each. to be had at the Book Stores, and at Mr. Robert Osborne's; also from 
the Committee, Messrs. Robert Dunlop, David Galbraith, Robert Dale and W. W. Pringle and Mr. 
James Currie, Dundas. Hamilton, Sept 6, 1865." 
- The Hamilton Spectator 1865, Sept 11, p. 2: "Soiree: Our readers must not forget the grand 
Soiree at Knox's Church, tomorrow evening, on the occasion of the ordination of the Rev. A. B. 
Simpson. It is some time since the congregation of that Church have had a regular Minister, and we 
are glad to know that in Mr. Simpson they have a gentleman in every way fitted for the position. 
We understand that the Soiree is likely to be a most interesting affair." 
- Home and Foreign Record of the Canada Presbyterian Church 1865, Oct, p. 380: "Knox Church, 
Hamilton: The Rev. A. B. Simpson was, on Tuesday Sept 12, ordained by the Presbytery of 
Hamilton. The Rev. A. Grant preached, Rev. D. Inglis presided at the ordination, Rev. Dr. 
Ormiston addressed the minister and the Rev. M. Y Stark the people. In the evening there was a 
congregational Soiree, in the course of which, the ladies of the congregation, through Dr. Jenning 
of Toronto, presented their young minister with a handsome pulpit gown and cassock. The 
Trustees also paid Mr. Simpson a quarter's stipend in advance. Mr. Simpson has met with a very 
cordial reception from his large congregation." 

 

III. Leader of Alliance 
- File is empty! 
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IV. Life of Faith 
 

A. Indwelling Christ 
 

- "I wonder often that Christ can have a sunny side for me, a place of rest and comfort on His 
breast, where I can lie in perfect peace, while the world is so full of suffering, and the other side of 
His great heart is wrung with the agony of his bereaved and suffering children." The King's 
Business, p. 152. 
- "O, I shall never forget the day when across the face of these skies there was to me a living form, 
a real Christ--an everlasting friend who henceforth was no longer to be so far away that I had to 
pass through clouds and vast immensities to reach Him, but His throne was in the heart and His 
presence was within whispering distance; King of the heart and the life for all things to those that 
love and trust Him." The King's Business, p. 367. See AW (year unspecified) Mar 27, p. 406: God 
living within, get still so He can communicate. 

 
B. Finances 

 
- "When beginning His work, even when I had only a little left, I could not ask that anyone else 
would give. He said: 'Haven't you got something?' And I said: 'Yes Lord.' And He said: 
'Whatsoever is necessary spend and when I come again I will repay you.' When I did what the Lord 
wanted me to do, I knew others would do their part; and He has given me tens of thousands in 
response to those few hundreds." The King's Business, p. 229. 
 
 
 
 
 
- WWW 1886, Sept, p. 174: "A few years ago when called into this work I was allowed to begin it 
with a little money. At His call, I had given up everything: the support of a life-time, my salary and 
gone out with a large family and no salary into evangelistic work. Every penny of the two thousand 
dollars I had was put into His hand and I never felt so free as when the last penny was gone and I 
could look into His face and say, 'Now Lord, I have absolutely nothing in the world but Thee.' 
Since then the few hundreds I began with have been multiplied into tens of thousands for His 
blessed work. 

A Christian worker in New York had a few thousands which he wished to use for the Lord, and 
he invested it for a while. It grew finally into fifteen thousand dollars and became the means for the 
purchase of Berachah Home. 

A Christian sister was led by the Holy Ghost to invest a small sum of money for the same 
purpose and now it has increased and multiplied so much that it can be put into His work. I am 
sorry for the Christian who has not learned the blessedness there is in giving." 
- The King's Business, p. 316: "I had a little money (just a little) and thought I ought to keep it for 
the needs that might come to me, because I had not been quite sure that God was calling me to let 
everything go, but there came a time when the work needed something and He said to me as 
though He had written it in fire: 'Whatsoever more is needed, spend thou, and when I come again I 
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will repay.' O, I am so thankful I didn't lose the repayment, so much more than all the little spent." 
- WWW 1886, July, p. 50: "The writer was recently much tried by the long and tedious delay of a 
matter of much importance, affecting the Lord's work very seriously and involving many interests 
and needs, among others a considerable sum of money. After many days of dead and heavy 
hindrance and darkness. A week was closing and nothing accomplished. the heart for a moment felt 
like dropping its wings and crying: 'How long, O Lord, how long.' But in a moment something 
whispered, 'No, begin to praise. Tell your Father that you will not and do not believe He is 
neglecting this matter. Tell Him you are sure He is faithful about it and busily attending to it and it 
is all right. And so he began at once, like a vessel suddenly turning up stream and going right 
against the tide, to thank God for what He was doing in this matter and the tenderness, wisdom and 
love with which he was sure it was all being accomplished.  

Immediately a heavenly tranquillity fell upon the head. It seemed like God's own whisper of 
approval and response. It was. The dull, heavy, weary pain and strain all melted away and the heart 
could not help it, singing all that night. Next day, the matter referred to began to change and before 
three days, some of the most exquisite little links of Providence came with it from God's own 
manifest leading and everything was done as only God could do it, so that now there came a 
second song, the song we read of also in the old Bible record of Berachah, the song after the battle, 
when 'they assembled in the valley of Berachah and there, and there, they praised the Lord' for 
what He had done. But they would not have had this song if they had not begun with the other, 
from days before, when all was full of danger and darkness. They who will dare to praise God for 
what He is and will do, will have cause to praise Him for what He has done. Let us say with David: 
'In the night His song will be with us' and then we shall sing with him: 'Thou shalt compass me 
about with songs of deliverance." 
- The King's Business, p. 132: "I have more than once been called to give to God the last money I 
had and He has sometimes sent it back fourfold before I have reached my home. Our giving must 
be in faith, and the reason why so many fail to deal generously with God is because they cannot 
trust Him for the future." 
- CA 1890, Sept 19, p. 163: an article re: contributions and bequests where he reveals a little of his 
financial involvement in the work. Publications work was a personal responsibility. 

 
C. Ministry 

 
- The King's Business, p. 191: "I don't know what your calling is. I think I know something of what 
mine was, and I am sure that if I had not listened and by his grace stood amid testings which made 
the blood quiver, I would have missed the blessing of my life and perhaps others besides would 
have lost theirs." 
- Counselling: Fant a student at Wilson Academy. ABS summoned him to his study. Counselled 
him re: young lady to whom Fant was giving some attention. At conclusion, grand-daughter Ruth 
(Gordon's daughter) came by study. "Ruthie, take this young man out and entertain him for a 
while." 

 
D. Soul-winning 

 
- "The writer remembers a time in his early ministry when he became concerned for the salvation of 
the many men and women in his church who were still unconverted. He put their names on a list 
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and prayed for them every day. He preached sermons adapted to their particular cases and every 
Sabbath he expected somebody to yield. But nothing happened. Then the Lord showed him that he 
was to go and talk personally with these men. Oh, that was different. He shrank from the ordeal. It 
was easy to stand behind the guns and fire at long range. But to come to close quarters and deal 
face to face with these courteous gentlemen, lawyers, doctors, men of culture: that was a 
crucifixion. One Saturday night the test came and the Spirit pressed him to go to the home of a 
wealthy man and speak personally of salvation. He hesitated and kept praying about it for an hour 
or two, trying to get excused. But at length he dared wait no longer without dreading 
condemnation. It was a fearful night. A blizzard was on and the streets were dangerous. The hour 
was also late and all the way down the street the devil told him that he was a fool and that he was 
doing a preposterous thing, but he persevered and rang the door bell. The gentleman himself met 
him and was surprised to see him on such a night. With great embarrassment the writer stammered 
out his message and the old man was greatly moved. 'To think,' said he, 'that I have been going all 
these years with members and elders of the church and no single one of them ever spoke to me 
about my soul, and here you have come out in all this storm to seek my salvation; it's surely time 
that I was seeking it myself.' Reader, are you giving yourself to God? Are you going yourself after 
the lost ones? He did not send. He came." C&MA 1911, Dec 9, p. 145. 

 
E. Sorrow 

 
- CA 1894, June, p. 621: "I remember once in my life, in great distress, being thrown in with 
George Müller. In my distress I went to him and asked him to pray for me. The dear saint did so 
and to this day I remember his affectionate, fervent and believing intercession for me and my 
consciousness of blessing and help. But I learned a lesson from that prayer which led me much 
higher than George Müller. 

 
 
I began to think how much better it would be if I could have some one to pray for me in my 

need, whose petitions would be always heard and answered and I immediately thought of our 
blessed Lord, our Great High Priest and Intercessor, who said to Simon Peter, 'I have prayed for 
thee', and 'whoever liveth to make intercession for us' and I thought if I could only have Christ pray 
for ..." [rest of article missing] 
- The King's Business, p. 161: "When I was a young pastor, I had no acquaintance with sorrow. I 
was superficial and shallow like all young men; and I used to go to sorrowing mothers and friends 
with words of sympathy which were honestly meant, and yet which I felt did not touch one 
responsive chord. I tried to do my duty, but, oh, how empty and useless it was. But when sorrow 
came to my own life, how it changed everything. I could go to them with a full heart. I did not 
speak many words, but a silent grasp of the hand expressed my heartfelt sympathy, and I know 
there was comfort in it." 
- GIAL 1880, July, p. 42: "After a month of silence, we meet our readers with apologies and 
congratulations. Complete prostration of body and mind for a time, and a long and almost 
overwhelming domestic trial compelled suspension of our June number, and seemed for a time to 
imperil the further progress of the work. It was, at least, made imperatively plain that the undivided 
business responsibility and editorial management of such a work, in addition to the duties and cares 
of a pastoral charge, constituted a burden which no single heart or brain could or should longer 
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bear alone. The all-sufficient grace of Christ had indeed sustained for the time under the task which 
He had made so delightful, but the providence of God had also clearly shown that the burden must 
be shared or the work be abandoned or be imperfectly done. At this perplexing juncture, the way 
was providentially opened for securing the co-operation of an experienced publisher, and after 
prayerful deliberation and a full consideration of all the claims of our subscribers, and the interests 
of the work, his proposition to assume the whole responsibility of the work and carry it forward 
according to the original plane was accepted and the ownership and management transferred to him 
under contract that all the present subscribers shall be supplied for the full term of their 
subscriptions, according to the original understanding. While thus withdrawing for the business and 
financial responsibility of the magazine, the former editor, it will be seen, retains, jointly his 
connection with the editorial department and hopes, through divine blessing, to be able with 
unabated interest and increased freedom to continue this labour of love and co-operate in the 
sweetest and sublimest service given to the church of God: the work of the world's evangelization. 
Knowing as we do so well the labour, and for a time at least, the loss involved in the business 
management of such a work, we commend this department to the generous confidence of our 
friends, and we can scarcely doubt that the few changes which it has been judged expedient to 
make in the form and cost of the new series will be kindly and considerately received." 
- New York Herald Tribune 1881, Sat Nov 12, p. 2: "Thirteenth Street Presbyterian Church 
between 6th and 7th Avenues. Communion Service at 10:30 a.m. Rev. Alex McLean, DD will 
preach at 7:45 p.m. Sabbath School at 2:30 p.m." 
- Preached first sermon in New York: 1879. Resigned: Nov 7, 1881. Preached last sermon Nov 8, 
1881. Sat on pulpit: Nov 13, 1881. Dr. Alexander McLean preached. 
- New York Herald Tribune 1881, Mon Nov 14, p. 8: "A Pulpit Declared Vacant: The Rev. 
Alexander McLean, DD preached yesterday in the Thirteenth Street Presbyterian Church, near 
Sixth Avenue. In the morning he administered the Lord's Supper after the sermon and in the 
evening, in the name of the New York Presbytery, declared the pulpit of the church vacant. The 
Rev. A. B. Simpson, late pastor of the church, sat in the pulpit and made a few farewell remarks." 
- Sunday, Nov 20, 1881: The "seven" met in the afternoon in an "upper room" 
- Sunday, Nov 27, 1881: Service at 7:30 p.m. in Caledonian Hall, near corner 13th Street and 8th 
Avenue (Jackson Square). For Christian workers and Gospel services (NY Tribune). 
- Dec 1881: See newspaper clipping [? location unknown]. In Caledonia Hall training workers. 
Edward William Oakes assisting ABS. Looking for larger hall in new year. 
- Jan 1882: Moved over to the Academy of Music, evangelistic services. George Pentecost 
preached; George Stebbins sang. Still used Caledonia Hall, too. 
- Feb 1882: Steinway Hall. Church formally organized. 

 

V. Personal Experience 
 
- C&MA 1898, p. 414: young convert called on ABS every noon. Christ can come in and do the same 
as a personal friend. 
- Discipline, trials: "I well remember when I wanted to be big enough to whip the master, but 
afterward I came to love him as the greatest benefactor of my early days. In the school of faith we are 
constantly learning by every-day discipline." Fullness of Jesus, p. 310.  

"Peter speaks also of the glorious spiritual result of trial, that is to establish, strengthen and settle 
the believer. When I was a little fellow they set me to pounding the earth down with a mallet around 
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some posts where men were putting up a fence and I wondered why they did not shovel the dirt in all 
at once and have it done with. Oh, they knew the fence would not stand a good blow if the earth was 
not packed around it. It needs heavy weight there to make it solid. when God makes a fence, when 
He plants you as a pillar in His temple, He too wants the ground packed down around you so you will 
stand firm when trial comes." Ibid, p. 346, 347. 
- C&MA 1899, July, p. 116, last sentence: when he visited in Bethel, place Jacob saw stairs ascending 
to heaven. C&MA 1899, Sept 9, p. 229, col 2: illustration of a dying boy without Christ. 
- Test of faith (C&MA 1900, June, p. 428, Messages of Love, p. 141): "There are two kinds of 
shields constantly referred to in the figurative language of the Bible. There is the buckler as well as 
the shield. The buckler is a shield which is so attached to the arm that it cannot be lost. It is fastened 
to the soldier. Through the thickest of the conflict he finds it still there, even should his fingers cease 
to grasp it. So there are two kinds of faith. There is our faith, which we may easily lose and there is 
the faith of God, which holds and keeps us. This is one of the deepest secrets of the Christian life, that 
Christ within us becomes the power of an overcoming faith. There is nothing more wonderful than 
that spirit of trust, which, through the darkness and the light, clings and fears not, but knows by an 
unspeakable instinct that He will not fail us, that He loves and leads and keeps and will carry us 
through. Sometimes the thought comes to us, what if we should lost this trust; what if our confidence 
should fail! What if in some dark and dreadful hour we should be stricken with panic and sink in 
despair, and lost our confidence? This would be dark and terrible indeed! Perhaps we have come to 
such an hour. The one that is writing these lines once came to such an hour, and in the darkness of 
that dreadful moment, when Satan seemed to have destroyed, by one fell blow, all his faith, he 
became afraid even to pray, and sinking in desolation, he could only cry, What shall I do? I cannot 
even trust! It was then that for the first time he learned the faith of God, for as he sank in the depths 
of his desolation and helplessness, there stole over his heart such a strange, new sweetness, such a 
sense of God's love, God's arms, God's overshadowing presence and a trust that could not die, but 
looked up and loved, and leaned and rested with a simplicity at which he could only wonder and weep 
and say, 'How blessed! How safe! How good God is! How wonderful His love, His trust, His 
presence.' And so, beloved, we must lose our faith to find His and when we find it we have something 
that Satan cannot steal and that the world can neither give nor take away." 
- Prayer (C&MA 1900, Oct, p. 191 from sermon "Chosen and Ordained"): "I go to my room at night. 
The burdens of the day are gathered up by the Spirit into a ministry of prayer that I do no understand, 
it may be just a cry, just a longing to pour it out to Him and as I wait before Him and pour it out, and 
say,'Lord, Thou knowest all these needs' or perhaps He lets me pray it out more in detail, I find that 
there comes to me as I thus wait upon Him, a sweet tranquillity of mind, a rest of nerve and brain and 
body, hope and confidence for the trials of the coming day, and I lie down and rest, bathed in His 
presence and blessing. The morning dawns and then the coil commences to again unwind into the 
work of another day.  

And then there is your morning prayer with the loved ones..." 
- Healing, discouragement (C&MA 1900, Sept, p. 185): "The writer was on the St. Lawrence River 
one day thoroughly discouraged and everything seemed fading away in the grave. I think I never was 
so discouraged. There came in my heart this little verse over and over again,'The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it?' And He seemed to say, 'My child, take it, take it gladly, take it 
willingly, take it yourself, take it from My hand, lift your cross and fold it to your breast.' I said, 'Yes, 
Lord, if it is the grave, if it is the end of all here, whatever it is I take it from You.' I never can tell you 
how the darkness fled and such a heaven of peace, joy, comfort and rest and hope came into me and 
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then God could whisper to me that He wanted to lift me out of it. Until I took the cup He could not 
do it. 'Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God.' What for? That He may crush you? No, 
'that He may exalt you in due time, for He careth for you.'" Before he understood divine healing. 
- Cigars: C&MA 1900, Nov p. 277, a Friday talk, Nov 9, 1900, no topic, Text Exodus 15:22-29, "I 
remember long after I had given up that wretched habit of smoking, which was a real comfort to me 
in my early life, I did not miss it at all. I found that the Holy Spirit was a Substitute, but immensely 
better, a quiet, restful influence that put me to sleep. But years ago, I had a tremendous breakdown 
and for months I was desperately miserable. I had not learned to know the Lord as my Healer. I 
remember those awful days of restlessness and wretchedness, nights together that I never slept at all. I 
cast about for something and I remember it came back to me--your old cigar. Why that will rest you, 
quiet you. And so I tried it, but it did not give me any comfort, it just made me sick. I tried several 
times, but it made sicker every time. I came to Marah and the waters were bitter. It just disgusted me, 
and so I never learned the habit any more; it was distasteful." Israel at waters of Marah. Promise: "I 
will put none of these diseases upon thee." When we are on trial, don't turn to the old sources. They 
will disappoint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Love (C&MA 1900, Aug, p. 102): Illustration of his action at Old Orchard. On Saturday night, ca 
midnight asked God for His sweetest word. Reply: "Live in My love, live more in My love. Fasten it 
to your heart as a message under a dove's wing sent home from the northern ocean." 
- Finances (C&MA 1901, July, p. 32, col 2, par 3) xerox it: Louisville church unwilling to pay about 
$65,000 debt on new building. Opposing elder later paid $50,000 and ABS recalled to dedicate the 
Tabernacle. 
- House rental (C&MA 1901, Apr, p. 243, col 1): leased for a year's residence on the dwelling in 
which the Alliance work began in NYC. 
- Student days (C&MA 1901, Dec, p. 357, col 1, par 2): Prof did not cram me full of instruction, but 
challenged me to rise to my best, do the work myself. He emptied me of my self-conceit, then roused 
the dormant forces of my mind and drew me out to think for myself. Drawing out, not pouring in, is 
true education. 
- Word of God, cornerstone (C&MA 1901, Dec, p. 340, col 2, par 1) "I remember when the 
cornerstone of this church was laid, it was our prayer if ever anything else but God's Word should 
emanate from this place that the very stone should cry out against it, and I am sure that God would 
never bless this work." Not included in the book, 6th chapter. 
- Preaching/writing (C&MA 1902, p. 357, 3 col, last par) "If there is one thing I thank God for, it is 
that when he started me in a simple ministry of pen and tongue, I asked Him to give me plain bread 
for plain people and save me from either trying to write or speak finely, but enable me to supply 
simple, practical everyday help to people that had to live a commonplace life." In sermon "Restoring 
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Grace", Hosea 14:5-7 
- Prayer (C&MA 1903, Aug, p. 171, col 1, par 4): when a child, lost a jack-knife, prayed and next 
moment, found it. Aug, p. 143: "It was a revolution in my life when I stopped long prayers and asked 
for real things, things that I had thought out." Quoted George Müller, "it took him longer to find out 
what he should pray for than to get it when he asked for it." Aug, p. 154: detailed account given in 
sermon at Old Orchard as illustration of delayed answered prayer (xerox it); also, prayer answered for 
a soul being saved a few months previously. Aug, p. 175, col 1, last par): saw father many mornings 
on knees, open Bible, candle-light, etc. Father's prayers "became a sort of spell on my life". 
- Crab tree (C&MA 1903, Apr, p. 226, col 2, par 3): ABS and Howard were given two trees. 
Howard's got a graft; ABS refused to have his more beautiful tree receive a tree. In time, his was 
covered with little apples, Howard's, half a dozen. ABS's apples were crabapples, Howard's were 
mellow pippins. He saw those two trees for many years thereafter. 
- Modesty/humility (C&MA 1904, May, p. 352): ABS' reaction when first listening to George Müller 
recounting God's dealings with him: "He had that perfect humility that...simply does not think of itself 
at all." 
- Censoriousness/will (C&MA 1906, May 26, p. 318, col 1, par 7): xerox it, about censoriousness. 
C&MA 1906, Sept 29, p. 196, col 2, par 2: faith an act of the resolute will. What God did for ABS in 
his salvation and healing. 
- Surrender (C&MA 1906, Nov, p. 310, col 1, par 2): In a sermon "Knowing and Doing", hymn that 
brings the deepest emotion, "Jesus, I my cross have taken". It brings back a night of agony, awful 
struggle, final surrender, followed by a Sunday morning in a little Western town, stood in a pulpit and 
gave out this hymn. He is illustrating "spiritual joy". 
 
 
 
- Money/trust (C&MA 1909, Jan, p. 249; also Oct, p. 58): Lost $10.00 gold piece when removing 
keys from pocket. Prayed. Week later, lady visited. Husband out of work. Found $10.00 gold piece 
where ABS lost it. Thank God He let him find it. "Lord pass it on to the right fish and make it a 
blessing to a needy heart." Also, his expectation of earning money by writing when he resigned from 
the Presbytery. Xerox it (col 2, par 2). Jun, p. 198: a crisis when his whole future career hung upon a 
decision contrary to own reasonings and preferences (probably leaving the Presbyterian Church), 
July, p. 297: "Stick out your tongue", said to ABS by a doctor. (1st par of a sermon). Oct, p. 46: in 
1881, a few generous gifts enabled ABS to start this new work. Money was soon gone. Prayed. Lord 
gave him this passage (Good Samaritan, ie, "Whatsoever thou spendest more, I will repay). He had 
enough money for a few months. He spent it all, not a cent came in during those months. When his 
last dollar was gone, the Lord began to send in money. Since then, more than 4 million dollars has 
come in. Oct, p. 58, col 2, par 2: press reporter's question and ABS's reply: "If a work is worth 
supporting, the Lord will see that it is supported." 
- Children (C&MA 1909, Aug, p. 365, col 1 par 4): standing by the grave of your children. 
- Church music (C&MA 1910, Jan, p. 218, col 1, par 1): struggle in early ministry re: using organ or 
voice, the Psalms or modern hymns, frequency of Lord's Supper, etc.  
- Death of a son (C&MA 1910, Dec 3, p. 154, col 1, par 7): Melville Jennings, died at 3 � in 
Hamilton, Ontario (1871). Describes his dying and lesson he learned. par 8: the death of probably 
Henry or James Gordon. 
- Healing, personal experiences (C&MA 1910, May 7, p. 93, last par): His experience, facing 
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malaria, plague and yellow fever, on board ship off the west coast of Ecuador. The diet on the 
Peruvian ship not favourable to physical conditions. Advised to take quinine, but took the Lord. 
Before reaching Panama, "he retired to his cabin with a severe fever." After several hours of conflict 
and prayer, the fever broke. But the same thing occurred for several nights until the ship was finally 
released from quarantine. 
- Crab apple tree (C&MA 1910, Dec, p. 186): he and brother cultivated two apple trees. ABS 
became rather proud about his. Bore blossoms and fruit first. But the fruit stayed green, had no 
colour. His brother finally gave ABS some of his good fruit. ABS had a bad tree, only bad fruit. 
- Ambition to succeed (C&MA 1911, Mar, p. 414, par 1 in "The King's Business"): minister being 
worldly in his church business, ambition and pride being the motive. 
- C&MA 1910, Apr 15, p. 40: editorial request by another hand to uphold ABS in prayer for his 
arduous labours. Mr. Inglis is preaching at the Gospel Tabernacle and ABS to England. 
- Student days (C&MA 1911, Dec, p. 180): a professor who helped me most. Emptied ABS of self-
conceit and drew me out to think and work. 
- China (CAW 1913, Oct 25, p. 52, col 2, par 5: "Thirty-five years ago, the door was closed for me 
to go to China. But God said,' My child, begin at home; be a missionary for China here.'" Spoken at 
Old Orchard, sermon Aug 10, 1913 in reference to a time about 1878. 
- Sickness (CAW 1913, Nov, p. 132, col 2, top): went to sanatorium, had malaria, liver torpid and 
clogged. Electric sponge bath used to locate the area: his liver hurt. Says that he underwent this 
exam, "not knowing any better". Hence prior to Aug, 1881. What hurt was what was wrong. 
- CAW 1913, June 14, p. 164, right lower corner: In Louisville, visited a family recently arrived from 
Indiana, poor, husband dying of TB, all unsaved. Man wouldn't talk with ABS until they ate together. 
Arrived at 11:00 a.m., left at 3:00 p.m.; all converted. Had to eat with them first. Illustration of 
Zacchaeus. Aug 9, p. 291: in sermon. When first at college, thought himself to be proficient in a 
certain subject. Teacher aimed to show him his ignorance and foolishness. Thankful for being shown 
his ignorance. Sept 6, p. 356: pulling himself across a river in a scow by a cable that stretched across 
the river. Prayer pulls us to God. Sept 13, p. 372, col 2: finds himself helpless, more dependent in 
Christian service than before. Becomes more dependent. Oct 4, p. 4: "I spent 18 wretched years of 
my ministry an invalid and a disgrace to the promises of God. I never dreamed that the branch of 
healing was right there at my back door. When I found it in His Word and simply claimed it because 
He said it, as I had claimed salvation, it came to me and it stayed with me." 
- CAW 1914, p. 34: Thirty years ago (1884), a single lad was saved, ABS had asked for 1000 souls. 
The lad became an evangelist and won thousands to the Lord. p. 35: Sunday morning at Northfield, 
walked home from church with Moody, Andrew Bonar, Major Whittle. Spoke of W. Payson 
Hammond, who conducted � hour children's service, all were saved. How? Hammond had a passion 
for souls. 
- Death of sister (CAW 1914, May, p. 69, col 2, last par: ABS 8 or 9 years old, sister sick, had to 
step softly, she died next day; allowed to tiptoe and view her "still face" in the morning. Father 
announced hymn and sang it. 
- Family illness (CAW 1915, Aug, p. 337): ABS unable to attend Beulah Park Convention Aug 13-22 
because of serious family illness, but now (Aug 28) it is "gradually passing." Didn't preach at the 
Tabernacle during the summer; the editorial on p. 337 lists the preachers. Will preach Aug 29 and 
Sept 5 (a.m. and p.m.), after which he has other outside engagements. 
- Spirit-filled early days NYC (CAW 1915 or 1916, Apr 24, p. 51-52): Spirit-filled in Louisville, in 8 � 
x 11 file. Early days and passion play theatre, not in file. 
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- Gun burst in his hands (CAW 1915, Nov 20, 1915, p. 116: Reading an old Bible, came down to him 
since 1870. Story of 40 years' experience in the margin. "He keepeth all his bones; not one is broken. 
God made this true." When a "rather headstrong young minister" on vacation took a gun, it burst in 
his hands, blood pouring from his wrist. Thought bones were shattered. In woods far from home. 
Reached home, picked up that Bible and God gave me that verse. No bones were broken, but ABS 
has a scar to this day. "I haven't shot any birds since." 
- Relying on faith (CAW 1915 or 1916, May, p. 82, col 2): "In my early Christian struggles", thought, 
"as long as I have faith in God, nothing can harm me." But if you lose your faith? Lost his faith; in his 
library in utter despair. Then, "Lord, I don't need anything but You." "The mother holds the babe 
whether the babe holds her or not." 
- At Hamilton, popular preacher, Spirit-filled preacher (CAW 1916, Nov 4, page unspecified): "How 
well I remember my early apprentice work for the Lord before I knew Him in the fullness of His Spirit 
and grace. How the multitudes came, but they disappointed me and how I said to the Lord one day,'O 
God, if Thou wouldst only give me a dozen people who are all for Thee, I would rather have them 
than these crowds." They were his fish, not the fish the Lord brought. 
- Believing earnestly (CAW 1916, Aug, p. 339): earnestness, intense belief, "We do not believe our 
beliefs." "I awoke when my life was half over to find that I had taken for granted almost everything 
that I called my creed; and I began for the first time to believe things as if they were real." In Old 
Orchard missionary sermon, ABS was 73 years old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Christ's Return 
 

- WWW 1885, Nov, p. 315: Filled with the Spirit 12 years ago in 1874, began to see from Scripture 
views re: Christ's coming were false, ie 2nd coming = death, coming of Spirit to the believer, the 
spread of the Gospel. He perceived Christ's coming to be personal, not growth of a spiritual 
millennium, "watch" impressed upon his mind, must be immanent. At His coming, dead raised, 
saints gathered; would be a selection, a first resurrection, some taken, others left; on earth, 
tribulation, in heaven, reward; comes with His saints, Antichrist defeated, etc; millennium; general 
resurrection and judgment; new heavens and new earth. p. 316 gives a sketch of Revelation. A 
good, stimulating, thought-provoking sermon. 
- C&MA 1901, Nov, p. 266: Dream, looking at constellation; one star as bright as Venus, rapidly 
growing larger. It was approaching swiftly and symbolized that the Lord was coming. The star was 
the Morning Star. Experience brought rest and joy, all was right, including my family. 
- CAW 1914, Dec, p. 146, no II: Brought up on post-millennial truth. Looked with contempt on 
Millerites and the like. After he was baptized with the Spirit, some 35 years ago (1874), God 
brought this truth to his attention. 
- CAW 1917, Sept, p. 387: his feelings about it. Sermon at Old Orchard. Par 3: "He may prolong 
the lives of some of His dear children who long to meet Him here." Par 1: "A heavenly presence 
and divine atmosphere is abroad...The mighty attraction is coming nearer." 
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B. Conversion to Christ 
 

- C&MA 1910, July 9, p. 240: refers to having heard H. Gratton Guinness "50 years ago" (1858-
1860) during a critical stage in his own religious experience. 
- C&MA 1900, Oct, p. 207 (a Friday meeting talk, Sept 28, 1900; no topic; text John 5: 39, 34; 
theme was transposing Scriptural knowledge in experience): "I am sure the lesson speaks for itself, 
that it is not mere knowledge that we want, but it is that something that makes the knowledge life. 
It is the light of life. It is the light that leads us to the One that is behind the light. 'The life was the 
light of man'; not light first, but life first and then light.  

Before I was converted I could not understand regeneration. I read books about it, a great many 
books. I was trying to be saved. I searched every sort of literature that I could get access to, but 
could not grasp salvation. It was cold and distant and unhelpful. But when I got the touch of life 
and a new heart, every word was so clear, every passage was so plain, I could understand it all. 
And so when I got the first touch of God's life in my body, the doctrine became as plain as 
salvation." 
- Vows (C&MA 1900, Nov, p. 219 from a Friday meeting talk, Oct 19, 1900; topic: Harvest 
Home): "I was reading the other day the Genesis and Exodus of some of our religious books and it 
instructed and delighted me. A little book was written in England called 'The Bruised Reed'. This 
fell into the hands of Richard Baxter and led him to become a Christian. Baxter wrote a book 
entitled, 'A Call to the Unconverted'. This little book fell into the hands of Dodderidge, who in turn 
wrote, "The Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul'. When I was a lad of fourteen, I read that 
book and it led me afterwards to accept the Lord Jesus Christ. I remember to this day between 
thirty and forty years ago that I copied out of that book word for word the covenant he made with 
God and I signed my own name and sometimes I look back and see how marvelously God has kept 
it for me ever since and that little book has gone on pouring its blessing into thousands of lives, but 
it all started with a man writing a little book, 'The Bruised Reed'." How people help one another. 
- CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 97: "'I would now approach Thee in order to covenant with Thee for life 
everlasting. Thou in Thy Word has told us that it is Thy will that all who believe in Thy Son might 
have everlasting life and Thou wilt raise Him up at the last day. Thou hast given us a new covenant, 
and hast sealed that covenant with Thy book, O Jesus, on the cross. I now declare before Thee and 
before my conscience and bear witness, O ye heavens and all the inhabitants thereof, and thou earth 
which my God hast made, that I accept of the conditions of this covenant and close with its terms. 
These are that I believe on Jesus and accept of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Ratify now in heaven, O my Father, this covenant. Remember it, O Lord, when Thou bringest 
me to the Jordan. Write down in heaven that I have become Thine only and Thine forever. 
Remember me, O Lord, in the hour of temptation and let me never depart from this covenant.' 

These are the words from the covenant with God that was formulated by Albert B. Simpson 
when a boy barely sixteen..." 
- CAW, year unspecified, May 27, p. 132, col 2, last par: In sermon on new birth, concludes with 
his own difficulties in grasping its truth. Xerox it. 
- AET on ABS' crisis of salvation: About 15 years old when converted (ca. 1858-59). Marshall's 
Gospel Mystery of Sanctification influenced him to believe in Jesus, p. 16, 17. Came at time of 
nervous and physical breakdown. Began teaching school at 16 years of age, p. 18. Made his solemn 
covenant, written, Jan 19, 1861 (17 years old), p. 19-22. Shows knowledge of Bible and Reformed 
theology. Much of the groundwork of submission, dedication and ministry of Holy Spirit. 
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- CAW 1910, July 9, p. 240: ABS comments re: H. G. Guinness, "the writer remembers some of 
his sermons preached more than half a century ago which left a lasting impression upon his own 
mind as a young man at a critical stage of his own religious experience." 
- C&MA 1911, Mar, p. 390, col 2, last 3 lines: "Felt a kind of merit mourning over my sins..." 
waited a year, getting nowhere...singing the dirge of Moses...then read "the first good thing you 
will ever do..." then sang the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

  
C. Healing  

 
- CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 98: "In the 'Gospel of Healing' this personal testimony is found: 'One 
summer I heard a great number of people testify that they had been healed by simply trusting the 
Word of Christ, just as they would for their salvation. It drove me to my Bible. I determined that I 
must settle this matter one way or the other. I am so glad I did not go to man. At His feet alone, 
with my Bible open and with no one to help or guide me, I became convinced that this was part of 
Christ's glorious gospel for a sinful and suffering world and the purchase of His blessed Cross for 
all who would believe and receive His word. That was enough. I could not believe this and then 
refuse to take it for myself, for I felt that I dare not hold any truth in God's Word as a mere theory 
or teach others to do what I had not personally proved. And so one Friday afternoon (according to 
his diary, p. 1, probably Aug 5, 1881), at the hour of three o'clock, I went out into the silent pine 
woods (at Old Orchard). I remember the very spot and there I raised my right hand to heaven and 
in view of the Judgment Day, I made to God, as if I had seen Him there before me face to face, 
these three great and eternal pledges: 

1. As I shall meet Thee in that day, I solemnly accept this truth as part of Thy Word and of the 
gospel of Christ and, God helping me, I shall never question it until I meet Thee there. 

2. As I shall meet Thee in that day, I take the Lord Jesus as my physical life for all the needs of 
my body until all my life work is done; and God helping me, I shall never doubt that He does so 
become my life and strength from this moment, and will keep me under all circumstances until His 
blessed coming and until all His will for me is perfectly fulfilled. 

3. As I shall meet Thee in that day, I solemnly agree to use this blessing for the glory of God, 
and the good of others and to speak of it or minister in connection with it in any way which God 
may call me or others may need me in the future." Similar testimony at Old Orchard in 1886. See 
WWW 1886, Sept, p. 158, sermon. 
- "7. I used to get a good deal of help from electrical treatment. I remember the first time I went 
into the electric bath in Clifton Springs. I said, this is exactly what I have felt a hundred times from 
the touch of the Holy Spirit, only it is very much weaker. Why, I said, I have something better than 
that, although I never turned it on my body. I have felt it a thousand times in my heart; now I see I 
can have it for my nerves and muscles, too. I never took another electrical bath, but I went to my 
room and I may say very humbly that I asked the Lord to bathe me in the Holy ghost, to submerge 
me, to make every nerve a tingling cord along which the divine current can flow. 'If the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead be in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken (vitalize, energize) your mortal body by His Spirit which is living in you.' It is not 
a dead body in the grave resurrected, a mortal body, a body that is living, but liable unto death, but 
half dead most of the time. The indwelling Spirit breathes upon it, radiates over it, stirs it, quickens 
it into new physical vigor." Unidentified quote. 
- CA 1888, Jan, p. 12: "Saratoga: During the month of September we spend two delightful days at 
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this City of Springs. What a change we found in seven years. All North Broadway has become an 
elegant and splendid park, adorned with sumptuous villas through the enterprise and taste of Judge 
Hilton and the vast wealth of the Steward estate. The springs are as fresh as ever, and the lofty 
pines as grand and cool. It is to be the queen of Summer inland watering places. In us the change 
was even greater. When last we had stood on the spot where now we preached the Gospel, we 
were at the lowest depth of depression. With broken health and its accompanying gloom and 
conflict, one afternoon we stood on that camp ground and heard the Jubilee chorus sing these 
words: 'My Jesus is the Lord of Lords, no man can work like Him.' The words rang in our heart 
like a heavenly message and the sinking spirit took a new hold of Him. A few weeks later we found 
the dear Lord as a Healer and Wonder-working God and from that time began all the blessed work 
of which our present visit was a part." 
- William T. MacArthur, Twenty Sermonettes, p. 47, 48: "He had become disqualified for his 
ministerial duties on account of ill health. He had been born with rare intellectual gifts and a 
commensurate ambition, but his nervous system was unequal to the strain. His congregations had 
been lavish in their efforts on his behalf, providing ocean trips and everything known to medical 
science, in the hope of restoring his health; but although he had not yet reached middle life, his case 
was pronounced hopeless. One day, as he sat despondent on what is know as 'Googin's Rock', Old 
Orchard Beach, watching the incoming tide that would shortly hid them from view, he observed a 
piece of sea-weed being washed up on the beautiful white sand. It would lie there for a time, until a 
wave coming farther ashore than the others would pick it up and carry it out to the sea again. 
Presently it would be returned, but only to be picked up again and carried still farther out. To his 
poetic mind this piece of sea-weed became human and his love and pity when out to it, until at last 
he could bear it no longer, and taking it in his hands he addressed it: 'You poor little seaweed, you 
shall come to land.' Suiting the action to his words, he carried it far up the bank, where no tide 
could ever reach it again. As he laid it gently down, the Spirit of God spoke to him in his inmost 
being: 'That little piece of sea-weed is yourself. You have tried and tried to get to land; and just 
when you felt you had attained your end, another cruel wave has come and washed you out to sea 
again; and all the while I have been watching you, anxious to pick you up and carry you to safety, 
but you would not let me to it.'  

By this time, Mr. Simpson had strolled up from the shore and was standing among the tall pine 
trees, for which Old Orchard is famous. There he made his vows; there, without the imposition of 
hands or the anointing with oil, alone with God, he received the Lord Jesus Christ, not only as his 
Healer, but also as His Health."  Simpson recounts this incident in sermon "Decision for Christ", 
C&MA 1911, p. 329, last par. Also AW 1924, Mar, p. 37. 
- C&MA 1911, Feb, p. 330: relates his experience on Googins Rock. Some variations from 
MacArthur's account. Here, ABS is illustrating making a decision, he decided to bring the seaweed 
to short and identified it with personal decisions he had to make. 
- CAW 1915, Feb 15, p. 37 (reprint of sermon "Decision for Christ", C&MA 1911, Feb, p. 329, 
text: Joshua 24:15) "6. Every great decision has to be made at some moment. Our choice is always 
an instantaneous thing. Therefore if you are ever to decide for Christ you will have to do it in such 
a moment as this. You will never glide into heaven, but you must yourself step across the narrow 
line between life and death.  

The writer remembers a moment in his own experience when a very trifling incident settled for 
him an important future career. At a time of much mental and physical prostration and great 
spiritual conflict a generation ago, he was sitting on some rocks on the short of the Atlantic and 
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trying to settle some great decisions in regard to his whole future life and work. He had been 
praying long about them and waiting for some heavenly gale to waft him into the harbor of peace 
and over the bar of Decision. Suddenly his attention was attracted to a little bit of floating seaweed, 
battling with the waves and trying to get to the shore. 

Instantly that bit of seaweed seemed to become identified with his own life and the thought 
came, 'Oh, if it only lands securely it will be an omen for my life.' Backwards and forwards it drifted 
with the rising and receding tide. Once it was about to fasten to the strand when a returning wave 
carried it far out and it seemed as if it was drifting now the other way. A great concern took 
possession of his mind and he felt that little waif must come ashore. Then a voice seemed to say, 
'Bring it to shore yourself. It need the touch of a stronger will to land it and determine its course, 
and your life also needs the same strong purpose and determination for it will never drift anywhere 
but to wastes of despair." Instantly he sprang into the shallow surf, seized the little waif, brought it 
to land and long treasured it as a sacred pledge of a great spiritual victory, for in that moment he, 
too, had ceased to drift and had begun to grip the hand of heavenly power and the word of 
heavenly promise in a mighty and everlasting choice. Beloved, will you choose this day whom you 
will serve? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. All the past and all the pages of God's holy Word are full of solemn warnings against the danger 
of indecision. How many hopeless deathbeds could tell the story of repenting one day too late. 
How solemn that ancient beacon that stands by the shores of Kadesh Barnea, where a whole nation 
hesitated, doubted and refused to enter in and God sware in His wrath that they never should enter 
into His rest. 
On the morrow they would have entered, 
But God had shut the gate, 
They wept, they rashly ventured, 
But alas, it was too late. 

And so we are ever coming 
To the place where two ways part, 
One leads to the Land of Promise, 
And one to a hardened heart." 

 
- C&MA 1900, Nov, p. 249 from a Friday Meeting talk, Oct 19, 1900; topic: feeling and faith; text: 
Mark 5:28-34, the woman who touched Jesus' garment: "I remember when I was seeking the Lord 
for healing. I was drifting about for six or seven years, sometimes almost persuaded and sometimes 
doubtful and I had to get right up to the point where I was anchored and moored to God and 
before I could take the Lord for my Healer, I had to say, 'Lord, I believe this is Thy truth.' I had to 
see the truth, I had to commit myself to my creed. I had to get so that I dare not renounce this truth 
and we never have a good hold of it until we have a real hunger. We must take the Bible and search 
as for hidden treasures and get thoroughly persuaded that it is God's truth and God's way. That was 
the first thing and the second thing is to get into contact with Him. Touch Him! Don't wait for Him 
to touch you, that is not the first thing. He will not touch you until you touch Him. You must draw 
from Him what there is waiting for you. You can touch the minister, you can touch the altar, you 
can touch the book, but to touch Him! That is the question--to get the Person behind the truth, the 
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Christ that has the life in Himself." 
- C&MA 1901, Mar, p. 126: Testimony re: his healing at Old Orchard, probably same as in AET. 
C&MA 1901, July, p. 28, col 2, par 2, 3: xerox it. 
- C&MA 1904, May, p. 371: "The writer was one of those conservative clergymen who had 
accepted as axioms the things which he had learned at the theological seminary, and was forced 
into the acceptance of this truth through his own physical necessities. Utterly broken down a score 
of years ago, and informed by the best physicians that he had not six months' life left in his 
constitution and after having battled for nearly twenty years with a wrecked frame, knowing that all 
human helps were vain, he was confronted with this question of divine healing by being thrown into 
contact with a number of instances of simple, old-fashioned believers, who had undoubtedly been 
healed by taking God at His word. 

Along with this, the question was suddenly forced upon his mind,'What does the Bible really say 
about this matter? And are you willing to believe all that it contains and do all that it says, no 
matter what it costs you?' Then the struggle came and he found that his doubts were moral as well 
as intellectual and that it required no small conflict to be willing to commit his faith and his life to 
God's Word and face thousands of his fellow men and his dearest friends. The moment he was 
willing to believe the Bible just as it reads, and to be honest and consistent in his faith, all his 
difficulties vanished and without any human hand to help, or any friend to pray with him, he simply 
took God at His Word one day, in the solitudes of the New England mountains, and from that hour 
there came into his life a new source of strength and vitality as real as his own consciousness and 
much mightier than the strongest constitution or the most tested of human tonics, elixirs and 
remedial agencies. Not once during these two decades has that supernatural help failed. It has been 
tested in many climates and under much stress of labor, care and threatened disease and it has 
simply been immeasurably more than all that he could have asked or thought. It has made life a 
luxury, and labor a joy. As the years have gone by and he has been permitted to look deeply into 
the teachings of the Scriptures respecting this matter, the philosophy of it has become extremely 
plain. It is neither more nor less than this: the Head and Heart of Christianity is not a doctrine nor a 
theory, but it is a living Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

However we may fail to realize it, the faith of all Christians recognizes that Christ is an actual 
human being, that He has risen from the dead, that He is alive now and that He possesses in His 
own person a redundant life so boundless that it is enough for all His people and some day will 
touch their bones and sleeping dust and raise them in a moment from the grave." 
- C&MA 1906, Nov, p. 310, col 2, par 3: reference to climbing Mr. Kearsage 25 years previously, 
xerox it. 
- CAW 1917, Feb 17, p. 312: "35 years ago, my heart almost stopped its palpitating throbs, and for 
two years I looked into the white light of eternity and knew I had not enough strength to live for 
six months. I stopped trusting in my constitution and began trusting in my living Lord. I have not 
dared since for a moment to think I am constitutionally stronger, but I have ever said, 'the life of 
the Lord Jesus is manifested in my mortal flesh.'" Spoken at a Friday meeting, Feb 1917. 
- CA 1894, Jan, p. 56: his experience of continual healing. 
- CAW 1917, Sept 22, p. 387: testimony re: Old Orchard, xerox it. 
- C&MA 1902, Nov, p. 273, col 2, par 4: Contrast point: belief in one's mind, "if she touched Him, 
she would be healed", ie. intellectual faith. 

"I was six years there and believed that if I could met a certain spiritual condition I would be 
healed. The 'if' was in the way; but there came a day when there was a personal contact, when two 
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people met, when the Lord came into my suffering body." Not just contact, for many touched 
Jesus, but that spiritual, intimate, trusting touch. (sermon on healing at October Convention). 
- C&MA 1911, Apr, p. 57, col 2, last par: a sermon, facing yellow fever plague, friend sent a verse, 
"in quietness and confidence shall be your strength", when returning from South American trip. 
- AW 1937, June, p. 357: "II. My Memories of Dr. Simpson: Dr. Cullis influence upon Dr. 
Simpson was no small factor in establishing him in the ministry he so widely exercised in the realm 
of physical healing. 

Though Dr. Simpson told me he had received his initial impulse from an obscure woman in West 
59th Street, NY, I never knew her name; I do not believe she was conspicuous in his meetings or 
may never have attended them. But such are God's ways." 

 
 
 
D. Missionary Vision 

 
- C&MA 1894, Aug, p. 198, repeated in AET, p. 120 (he cites Watkins Glen as the place but 
gives wrong date, 1878): "Never shall I forget how, eighteen years ago, I was awakened one 
night from sleep, trembling with a strange and solemn sense of God's overshadowing power 
and on my soul was burning the remembrance of a strange dream through which I had that 
moment come. It seemed to me that I was sitting in a vast auditorium and millions of people 
were sitting around me.  All the Christians in the world seemed to be there and on the platform 
was a great multitude of faces and forms. They seemed to be mostly Chinese. They were not 
speaking, but in mute anguish were wringing their hands and their faces wore an expression 
that I can never forget. I had not been thinking or speaking of the Chinese or the heathen 
world, but as I awoke with that vision on my mind, I did tremble with the Holy Spirit and I 
threw myself on my knees and every fibre of my being answered, 'Yes, Lord, I will go.' 
 I tried for months to find an open door, but the way was closed and years afterward, God 
showed me that He had laid the question on my heart, and until He allowed me to go forth, if I 
ever did, I was to labour for the world and the perishing heathen, just the same as if I were 
permitted to go among them. " Vision came to him after he left Watkins Glenn and went to 
Chicago. He was alone, on vacation. He wrote to Maggie re: the vision and the call to China 
(so AET). Sermon delivered at Beulah Park, Ohio, Aug 1894 says that this happened in 
Watkins Glenn in 1877. 
- CAW 1916, Oct, p. 36: sermon, "Missionary Precedents"; in October Convention, missionary 
address, recounts his dream of seeing 100,00 Chinese wringing their hands in despair. "I got my 
missionary call one night during weeks of great agony." Saw "a vast temple holding millions of 
men, at one end, a vast platform, 100,00 Chinese standing, Lord looking down on them with 
compassion. "I awoke bathed in perspiration." " Lord, I understand, only let me go." 
- Chronology, Niagara Conferences: Prophetic Conferences, first name "Believer's Meeting for 
Bible Study"; organizing men were millenarians. 
1868: first informal meeting in NYC; next few years, conferences held in several cities; some 
leaders died and the meetings interrupted 
1875: the meetings were refounded in Chicago; James Hall Brookes (1830-1897) "the founding 
father and controlling spirit", p. 134 [unspecified reference]. 
Later meetings:  
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1876: Swampscott 
1877: Watkins Glenn, NY, at the head (south end) of Seneca Lake. The ravine a State Park of 
800 acres since 1906. Ca 2 miles and in place 300 feet deep. 
1878-80: Clifton Springs, NY 
1881: Old Orchard 
1882: Mackinac Island, Michigan 
1883-97: Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario 
1898-99: Point Chautauqua, NY 
1900: Asbury Park, New Jersey 
- Summer 1877, attended Prophetic Believer's conference at Watkins Glenn for a rest (John 
Cable gives 1878 as the date of the vision, p. 15 History of MTI; but 1878-80, the conference 
met at Clifton Springs, NJ) Had a vision of lost Chinese, p. 120 AET, p. 62, AWT. "Yes, Lord, 
I will go!" "Then was born a movement which has proved to be one of the greatest missionary 
agencies of modern times." p. 63, AWT 
- 1879, early months, his world-call was becoming stronger. Conceived of a magazine to 
promote the work of mission with pictures and illustrations, p. 65, AWT. Louisville could not 
realize this vision, but New York could. 
 
 
 
 
 
- The 6th General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance met in New York, Oct 2-12, 1873; 
516 delegates, one third from Europe or Asia. Rev. J. Angus, DD, stated that 50,000 
missionaries and an annual budget of 15 million for ten years would see the Gospel preached to 
every creature. Schaff, P. Prime, SI, p. 67; see p. 587. Simpson was a delegate to this 
conference from Hamilton, Daryl W. Cartmel, "Mission Policy and Program of A. B. Simpson", 
MA. Thesis from Hartford Seminary, 1962, p. 17. 
 Also a delegate to the conference was the pastor of the 1th Street Presbyterian Church in 
NYC. He invited Simpson to preach at his church. Members of the Louisville church were 
seated in the congregation. Dec 1873, the Hamilton church approved Simpson going to 
Louisville. Simpson was a member of this body when he resigned his NY pastorate. It indicated 
wherein his sympathies lay. 

 
E. Sanctification 

 
- Living Truths 1905, Jan, p. 6 in an editorial: "The writer can never forget the debt he owes to 
a few quiet, modest Christian friends who, in the days of his crudeness and clerical ambition, 
loved him and prayed him into better things and led the way by their own shining faces and 
blessed lives." 
- WWW 1887, July, Supplement, Old Orchard Convention, p. 20 (sermon, "The Four-fold 
Gospel"): 1. Many people believe it is not possible to be sanctified in this life, and so did I; for I 
was trained in the good old Scotch Presbyterian Church. I did not believe that holiness could be 
found to abide in the Church or in the believer. I thought somehow there would be something 
in the waters of death that would bring us into this happy state. But, as I looked in the face of 
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my sanctifier, I trembled with terror, for it was a horrid skeleton. It seems to me now a dreadful 
thing to be sanctified by death. It was, indeed, good news to me to find that I could have, even 
now, Jesus dwelling in my heart, and have a sweet sense that He was become my holiness. It is 
very precious to be able, every moment, to look into His face and believe that He is pleased 
with my simple, child-like efforts to please Him. We do no need to wait till we die to get a 
glorious vision of Him, as John did on Patmos; we can have it here and now." 
- WWW 1887, July, Supplement, Old Orchard Convention, p. 57 (from sermon "The Secret of 
Christ Life"): "It is not living always up on a high mountain, but it is a living that takes care of 
itself. It adapts itself to you and keeps you from changing. Christ comes to be in you 
righteousness of feeling, purity, clearness of mind and victory in temptation. When this was first 
revealed to me clearly, it sent me down on my knees beside my chair. I saw it and I reached out 
my hands and took it unreservedly until His coming. Then I arose and counted it done. The 
next thing was to work it out. I had got the secret and I must apply it and I began right away. If 
this was the real principle of life, then I must live on it. And the whole course of my Christian 
life for the future was settled that night before I went to bed. Nothing would have come out of 
it if I had not begun to live on Christ the next minute after I had fully taken Him. I had cause to 
let Him resist temptation for me twenty times that day, and so to prove and so to know, as 
clearly as I have ever done since, that He was my sanctifier. I knew some one was with me. My 
out-reaching hand had touched His and He helped me. There were a thousand battles before ten 
o'clock that night and there were a thousand victories and it made me know that if there was 
help for one day for me, there was help for life." 

 
1. Moody Convention 
- Scrapbook, p. 231, 232: meeting in a big tent. Travelled "1000 miles to attend Mr. 
Moody's Conference in Chicago...took train next morning for home". Entered his office, "I 
have had such a vision of Jesus it seems I could never fear again." McKaig's note: this 
occurred after the Whittle-Bliss meetings, in Louisville. 
- AET, p. 70: Travelled 1000 miles to attend one of Mr. Moody's conventions of ministers in 
Chicago. Arrived ca 6:00 p.m. and "went up to the early meeting". AET includes this in a 
Louisville setting. 

 
F. Separation From Presbytery 

 
- ABS accepted the call to 13th Street Church "with the explicit understanding on the part of 
the church officers that they would unite with him in a popular religious movement to reach the 
unchurched masses." Wingspread, p. 84. 
- Won 100 Italian converts preaching on the streets in a poor neighbourhood. Was refused 
permission to bring them into his fashionable church, p. 68, AWT. 
- His move: the circumstances, reasons: 1. his desire for a multitude of publicans and sinners 
versus the church's lukewarmness; 2. his views of divine healing could prove embarrassing to 
church and fellow clergy; 3. his views re: baptism by immersion (in seminary, had written a 
prize-winning paper in defense of infant baptism, p. 85, AWT) 
- He was baptized in 1881 "in a very humble mission building in NYC", CAW 1919, Dec 20, p. 
201 by A. E. Funk. 
- ABS re: his NY pastorate: "What they wanted was a conventional parish for respectable 
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Christians. What their young pastor wanted was a multitude of publicans and sinners." p. 85, 
AET 
 In NY, ABS wanted to be a missionary to China; had a vision; his wife would not support 
him, p. 121, AET. 
 During the pastorate, he published a magazine on foreign missions, p. 122, AET. The Gospel 
in All Lands, an evangelical magazine of Universal Missions. 
 From the records of the Presbytery of NY, 1881, Nov 7, p. 345-346: "The Rev. Albert B. 
Simpson asked for the dissolution of his relation with the 13th Street Church, on the grounds of 
his alleged conscientious inability to perform the duties constitutionally required in that office. 
Whereupon the following resolution was adopted: Resolved that the Rev. Albert B. Simpson 
having stated to the Presbytery that he has been led to convictions on the subject of Baptism 
that necessitated his resignation of his  of his membership in the Presbytery and Church, that his 
name be dropped from our roll and that this be done without any reflection on his life and with 
full recognition of his ministerial character." ABS had been baptized by the pastor of the Amity 
Baptist Church on West 54th Street, NY. 
- CAW 1917, Nov, p. 82, col 2, par 6 (sermon preached at Old Orchard 1881): God told him to 
ask for a spiritual seed as the sands of the seashore and stars of the heavens. "My heart had 
been very heavy of the old conventional forms of Christian work...asked God to give me 
something worthwhile; that I would rather have a half dozen people who were wholly His than 
a mob of saved Christians." Wrote Blackstone, "I believed God wanted to raise up a new 
missionary movement...to reach neglected fields...that would be intensely spiritual 
voluntary...based on the supreme element of faith in God." Responded : "it is not for me; I 
believe it is for you." 

 
G. Spirit-filled 

 
- "Pardon a personal testimony. When I went to my first American pastorate a good many years 
ago now, in a western city, I think I never felt such a discouraging situation. It was a wealthy, 
fashionable church but without spiritual tone. I found the churches of the city were torn and 
separated by the dreadful war which had just closed a little before. My church was the only one 
in the city out of scores that had not been divided by the war into North and South. Through a 
former pastor who had a wide influence they kept together. But they were at swords' points. 
There were ministers in town who had not spoken to each other for ten years, and it was 
generally said there would be no revival there until there had been two or three funerals. Just at 
that time God poured out His Spirit upon my own heart. It was then that I received for the first 
time the new light of the indwelling Christ and the baptism of the Holy Ghost and it became a 
fire in my bones and so possessed me that nights long I waited before God crying to Him for a 
great revival. There never seemed any place on earth so difficult to have a revival. After a little 
while God let me get into some of these pulpits by exchange. He led me to beseech them to 
pray for the coming of the Holy Ghost and before long I had the great joy of seeing all the 
pastors of that city united for a whole week long, beseeching God to heal their grievances and 
to send them a mighty revival. Before a month had passed, my dear friend, Major Whittle with 
Mr. Bliss had come to us and begun a mighty movement for the salvation of souls, and the 
largest halls were required for the crowds. Before the next Easter, five or six thousand souls in 
that city had been led to the Lord Jesus Christ and I had the peculiar joy of gathering perhaps 
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the largest harvest into my own congregation because God had permitted us from the beginning 
to be in the heart of it." CAW 1915, Apr 24, p. 51. 
- AW (unspecified year), Dec 16, p 162: had visited Louisville for a convention. Later wrote: 
"it was there he received the deeper experience of his spiritual life through the baptism of the 
Holy ghost and the revelation of Christ in His indwelling life." 
- Practical Christianity (James), p. 62: "The writer remembers a New Year long ago in his own 
experience when he dedicated a whole month, beginning with the week of prayer to wait in his 
musty old study for a fuller baptism of the Spirit. He had received the Spirit, but he was 
straining after something more. Day after day he prayed and left his duties largely undone. 
Thicker grew the murky air and darker the visions of his troubled brain. More intense became 
his sensations and temptations and more terrible the struggle with his feelings and his spiritual 
foes. But still he persevered, expecting surely some mighty blessing. At last one day when his 
brain was almost bursting with the strain he turned to his Bible with a cry for direction and 
help. Before him in letters of light he read, 'He is not here, He is risen. He goeth before you into 
Galilee. There shall ye see Him. Go ye and teach all nations.' etc. In a moment the message was 
plain. Not dreaming, but doing. And as he went forth from that cloister to the bedsides of the 
sick and the pressing duties of a sad world, lo, the light returned, the sky cleared, the Master 
was revealed, the Lord drew nigh and a blessing came which has never ceased through all these 
years to meet him still as he goes forth in self-forgetting love to bless others, to pray for others 
and find the fellowship of the Master in doing His perfect will. 
 
 
- CA 1894, Feb/Mar, p. 167: a statement re: his receiving the Holy Spirit. "There is danger of 
becoming morbid even in preparing for the Lord's coming. We remember a time in our own life, 
when we had devoted ourselves to spend a month in waiting upon the Lord for a baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and before the end of the month, the Lord shook us out of our seclusion and 
compelled us to go out and carry His message to others; and as we went, He met us in the 
service." 

 

VI. Pastor: Tabernacle (1882-1919) 
 
- CAW 1915, Dec 4, p. 145: During last 8 months, ABS been away 20 out of 34 Sundays. Has been 
dedicating churches and conducting missionary conventions. The Tabernacle has been without an 
associate pastor. (Elmer Fitch was there) 
 

A. Routines 
 

- At Nyack. Left at 6:00 a.m. for New York. Returned 6:00 p.m. Supper and family prayers. 
Lectures in evening at the Institute. Sundays: 2 or 3 sermons. 

 
B. Social Life 

 
- File is empty! 
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C. Income 
 

- Never accepted a regular salary from the Tabernacle, p. 25, Brennen. 
 

VII. Spiritual Crises (in chronological, not alphabetical order) 
- Fulness of Jesus, May 1886, p. 24, 25: "A great many people come into this Christian life just as 
though they moved into a house with one room in it; and they have lived in it for years. God's house 
is a seven-roomed house. It is not only a refuge from the storm, but it is a banquet house where His 
people can be fed; it is a chamber of rest where they can repose on His bosom; it is a library where 
they can study and know His Word and will; it is an observatory where they can look out over all the 
landscape. I am sorry to say that I lived a long time in the kitchen. It was a long time before I got into 
the chamber of peace; it was a good while before I got into the work room. I am only beginning to 
get into the observatory, where I can look abroad and see God's great horizons. But this morning I 
put in your hand the key to every part and on that key is written "Jesus". You can go then just where 
you please. Come, dear friends, into this full salvation." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Where, when did the concept of "crisis" enter into Christian theology? Crisis of salvation, 
sanctification, baptism of the Holy Spirit, etc? 
- Larger Christian Life, 2nd ed., p. 18 (said at Old Orchard, July 1890): Never shall I forget the 
solemnity with which God brought this passage (II Kings 13:14-19; re: Jehoash, King of Israel, the 
arrows and smiting the ground 3 times and not 5 or 6 times) to my soul in a crisis of my life and asked 
how much I would take from Him and how little would satisfy my faith. Thank God He enabled me to 
say with a bursting heart, 'Nothing less than all Thy highest thought and will, even the all things of 
faith's greatest possibilities.'"  
 Mar 20 is inscribed in ABS' Bible beside II Kings 13:14-19. Also Mark 9:19 ("O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you?"; Mark 11:22: "Have faith in God" re: fig tree withering; 
Romans 4:19: "and being not weak in faith" Abraham re: Sarah's pregnancy. 
- The parallel between A. T. Pierson and A. B. Simpson following the meetings in their respective 
churches, Detroit and Louisville, by Major Whittle and P. P. Bliss; ie, they turned away from the 
stayed system, formalism to evangelism. 
WWW 1885, p. 209: sermon preached at Bethshan, London. "Some twenty seven year ago, (1858, 15 
years old), I floundered for ten months in the waters of despondency and I got out of them just by 
believing Jesus as my Saviour. About twelve years ago, I got into another deep experience of 
conviction, and I got out of that by believing in Jesus as my Sanctifier. After years of teaching from 
and waiting on Him, about four year ago, when broken down physically in every way, so that I had no 
strength for my work, the Lord Jesus Christ showed me that it was His blessed will to be my 
complete Saviour for body as well as soul; and with a heart that fainted at the slightest effort--almost 
caused my death when I tried to climb a little mountain in Europe a few years ago--having been laid 
aside a dozen times from my work, I came to Him, and alone with Him I lifted my hand to heaven and 
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made three solemn pledges: The first was, that I solemnly believed that this Gospel of healing was 
truly God's Word--I had to stand on the truth or I could not get the life; the second was, I solemnly 
took it for myself as given to me, and believed it was mine and that I was now healed, and not only 
healed, but that I had the full strength of my risen Lord for the rest of my work for Him--I did not 
take Him merely for healing, but for the strength of life until He had done with me: and the third thing 
I believed was this--that He keeping all these pledges in me and for me, I should not refuse to use this 
truth for the help of others, if he needed it. And with those sacred pledges I came back to New York, 
where I was then a pastor. Now, for four years I have been separated by Providence from my former 
ecclesiastical surroundings. 
 The Chairman interposing: Yes, you resigned your pastorate, resigned your salary and took up 
evangelistic work for the Lord, in spirit, soul and body! 
 Mr. Simpson continuing: Well, from that hour I have been permitted by God to work (I say this to 
His honour and thousands could bear witness to it) and I have worked about four times as hard as I 
ever did in my life. I have had the entire charge of a large magazine, for which I have done half the 
writing and all the editing and supervision, for these four years; I have been pastor of a church, where 
we have had services every night in the week and three on Sunday; I have had charge of a home, 
Berachah in New York, which is open for those who come for healing, where many hundreds have 
called in the past year; and for these four years, I can truly say,a that with the exception of two nights 
I have never been tired, and those two nights I just felt the Lord wanted me to rest on His bosom a 
little; but I thank God, I have not had one hour away from work and have not had one single summer 
vacation. I have not done this to glory in it, but because I could not help it. I stand here to say, that 
the Lord Jesus can be body and nerve and vital energy and brain and mind and thought to those who 
will simply trust Him and not be afraid to venture out in His strength; and I am glad to testify tonight, 
that He is true and faithful and all sufficient." 
- CA 1900, Nov, p. 256: in a Friday Meeting Talk, "Faith and Feeling". "We never realize much of 
God except through a hard fight. When I took the Lord for my Saviour long ago, I just took Him by a 
hard fight of faith. After I had pushed my way through the crowd and reached Him, then the rest and 
peace began to come. Then I had the feeling, but no until after I had the fight of faith. When I took 
Him for my Sanctifier,  I had no feeling at first, but I just pushed through and claimed  and believed 
that He would become my Keeper. I did not feel anything at first, but just the consciousness that I had 
Him. Then it grew and every new victory became a touch for my body. I remember when I first had 
the touch of God's healing. It came to me when I felt I must die if it did not come to me. I had 
stepped out in naked faith because He had promised to be my Healer. I stepped out because He had 
said He would be my strength and I ventured upon it. It seemed as if I would be crushed and it was 
just at that moment that I had my first touch of life. On one hand it seemed as though I would sink 
and on the other hand He said,'You will not sink, I will hold you up.' So thousands of times since, this 
consciousness of God's healing and God's life has come to me, but I want to tell you that I never felt 
it unless there is something the matter, I never feel it unless there is something pressing me the other 
way. It is when the pressure down comes that the pressure up follows. It is in the conflict that you 
will find deliverance." 
 

A. Baptism, Immersion 
 

- See his tract (xeroxed copy in 8 1/2 x 11 file) Baptism and Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
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B. Call to Ministry 
 

- File is empty! 
 

C. Dedication of Life 
 

- Unidentified quotation: "My Patron Saint: Many years ago, I heard a lecture that moved me 
as I had never been moved before by any historical fact . The lecture was on the great 
Hildebrand and as this lecturer sketched the life and power of the greatest mind of Europe in 
the tenth century, he mentioned the fact that when Hildebrand was young, he spent some time 
thinking whom he should choose as the patron saint of his life. Finally, he said, 'I want the 
grandest life possible, and I will choose the greatest saint.' So he chose St. Peter as his patron 
and from that moment he counted himself under the special protection of the apostle. 
 As I heard it, there came from my heart the cry, 'I too want a patron saint. Oh, if I had some 
one to stand back of my life and see it through, some mighty arm that would carry me, some 
mighty will that would conquer for me, what courage it would give me!' And I said, 'Whom 
shall I take?' I bowed before God and there came into my whole being, moving me just as the 
trees are moved by the attraction of the sky, the words,'Take--take Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God as the patron of your life.' My heart bowed before Him and I said, 'Lord Jesus, Thou shalt 
be my patron saint. Thou shalt just show what Thou canst do for a poor, weak man. Thou shalt 
have a chance to make out of me what I can be for Thee. Take ma and do what Thou canst.'  
 He is my patron saint, the highest, not the second highest, not the third highest, but the 
highest." 
- In safe, yellow, musty paper, nearly 60 years old. God called him, he answered, wrote a 
covenant and signed it. He's sure God signed it, too. 
- WWW 1885, Vol 5, p. 82: "The writer remembers well the night of his complete surrender to 
God, how he lay, without daring to have a thought or will and expecting perhaps even the 
death stroke itself from the Mighty Hand in which he had placed himself absolutely and 
irrevocably. Of course it was all and only love, blessing and welcome, but a tenderer confidence 
in that love would have saved hours and days of suspense and pain." 
- The King's Business, 1886, p. 379: "I should be ashamed to have my old father labour for 
twenty years and work out his life and leave me his inheritance and then take that money and 
squander it. Yes, and I should be ashamed to take the blood of Christ to cover my sin or to 
salve my wounded conscience and to prostitute it for sin." 

 
D. Healing of His Body 

 
- Antecedents: Spiritual Atmosphere: Salvation Army, layman's movement; holiness movement; 
D. L. Moody's campaigns. Out of these spiritual creative yearnings, the doctrine of divine 
healing came to the fore; Pastor Blumhardt in Germany, Dr. W. E. Boardman, England, Dr. 
Charles Cullis, Boston. 
 Summer of 1881, Dr. Cullis conducting a gospel meeting at Old Orchard. ABS desired to 
attend. "I heard a great number of people testify that they had been healed by simply trusting 
the word of Christ, just as they would for salvation." AWT, p. 78. 
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 Dr. Cullis' meetings drove ABS to study the Bible. This plus testimonies convinced ABS re: 
truth of doctrine. On a Friday afternoon (3:00 p.m.) in a pine grove, he went to experience the 
doctrine believed. Made a 3 point covenant with God, p 75-76, AET. This vow saved him from 
an early grave, p. 79, AWT. "Made him the greatest exponent of Divine healing that the Church 
has seen in a thousand years", p. 79, AWT. 
 Climbed a mountain 3000 feet high a few days later, had a new heart. He took physical 
strength from the Lord day by day, p. 81, AWT. 
- Early 1881: forced to take a leave from pastoral duties because of health (brain, nerves, body 
weariness = despondency, p. 71, AWT. At Saratoga Springs, a nearby camp, Negro quartette 
sang: "My Jesus is the Lord of Lords, no man can work like Him." "I took Him to be my Lord 
of Lords, left strangely lifted up", p. 73, AWT. Came out of the despondency, but still weak. 
Doctor gave him little hope physically.  
- Crisis of Healing (AET): Came 23 years after believing in Jesus as Saviour, p. 64. Chapter 8, 
p. 72-81, gives his experience of healing and decision re: the same (see especially, p. 75-76). 
Happened at Old Orchard; drove a well-defined stake and thereafter acted upon it; emphasis is 
faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
- MacArthur states: "One day as he (ABS) sat despondent on 'Googin's Rock', Old Orchard, he 
observed a piece of seaweed being washed up on the beautiful white sand." Another wave 
coming farther ashore, picked it up and carried it out to sea again. Then it would be returned; 
then back out to sea again. Finally he picked it up and said, "You poor little seaweed, you shall 
come to land." He carried it far up on the bank. Spirit of God said to him, "That little piece of 
seaweed is yourself. You have tried and tried to get to land, but another wave has washed you 
out to sea again. I have been watching you, anxious to pick you up and carry you to safety, but 
you would not let me do it." He strolled up to the tall pines, there he made his vows. Twenty 
Sermonettes, p. 47, 48. 
- Recounts his healing experience of 1881 in an 1886 Old Orchard sermon, WWW 1886, Sept, 
p. 158. Xerox it. 
- 1882: Didn't call doctor "with the most serious cases of illness in his family", WWW 1882, 
Dec, p. 327. 
- AW 1919, Nov 1, p. 82: Strenuous labours in Louisville ended in a complete breakdown, 
sought the Lord and "entered into his first experience of divine life for his body." 
- Strength for increased work from "What God is Doing in Our Age", an address given at 
Bethshan Conference in June 1885 (Simpson was 41 years old): "Some twenty-seven years 
ago, I floundered for ten months in the waters of despondency and I got out of them just by 
believing Jesus as my Saviour. About twelve years ago, I got into another deep experience of 
conviction and I got out of that by believing in Jesus as my Sanctifier. After years of teaching 
from and waiting on Him, about four years ago, when broken down physically in every way, so 
that I had not strength for my work, the Lord Jesus Christ showed me that it was His blessed 
will to be my complete Saviour for body as well as soul; and with a heart that fainted at the 
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slightest effort (almost caused my death when I tried to climb a little mountain in Europe a few 
years ago), having been laid aside a dozen times from my work, I came to Him and alone with 
Him I lifted my hand to heaven and made three solemn pledges: The first was, that I solemnly 
believed that this Gospel of healing was truly God's Word, I had to stand on the truth or I could 
not get the life; the second was, I solemnly took for myself as given to me and believed it was 
mine and that I was now healed and not only healed, but that I had the full strength of my risen 
Lord for the rest of my work for Him I did not take Him merely for healing, but for the strength 
of life until He had done with me: and the third thing I believed was this: that He keeping all 
these pledges in me and for me, I should not refuse to use this truth for the help of others, if he 
needed it. And with those sacred pledges, I came back to New York, where I was then a 
pastor. Now, for four years I have been separated by Providence from my former ecclesiastical 
surroundings. 
 The Chairman interposing: Yes, you resigned your pastorate, resigned your salary and took up 
evangelistic work for the Lord, in spirit, soul and body! 
 Mr. Simpson continuing: Well, from that hour I have been permitted by God to work (I say 
this to His honour and thousands could bear witness to it) and I have worked about four times 
as hard as I ever did in my life. I have had the entire charge of a large magazine, for which I 
have done half the writing and all the editing and supervision, for these four years; I have been 
pastor of a church, where we have had services every night in the week and three on Sunday; I 
have had charge of a home, Berachah in New York, which is open for those who come for 
healing, where many hundreds have called in the past year; and for these four years, I can truly 
say, a that with the exception of two nights I have never been tired, and those two nights I just 
felt the Lord wanted me to rest on His bosom a little; but I thank God, I have not had one hour 
away from work and have not had one single summer vacation. I have not done this to glory in 
it, but because I could not help it. I stand here to say, that the Lord Jesus can be body and 
nerve and vital energy and brain and mind and thought to those who will simply trust Him and 
not be afraid to venture out in His strength; and I am glad to testify tonight, that He is true and 
faithful and all sufficient." 
 - "Yes beloved, it is a part of the good news, that God gives rest and strength for all our toils 
and needs and there is so much of that in this suffering world. I declare, I am ashamed that I 
withheld myself so long from this blessed truth. Six  years ago, near this camp ground, I held 
my hand to heaven and took this blessed truth from Him (the truth of Healing), and then I took 
Him until He comes again, to be my perfect strength. Since that time I have done more work 
than I ever did before. At the same time I promised Him that I would not keep back this blessed 
truth from others. And as I look around me here today, I know a little what it has meant to 
some of you. I see men and women here who have been healed by the power of God and who 
are going up and down the land with redeemed bodies. Suppose that I had kept back this 
blessed truth and shut up this door of blessing. Suppose they should dam up this river of life; 
what a sacred treasure would be taken out of the world. I counsel you, dear friends, to be 
faithful in giving this gospel of healing to others; but be wise in giving your message." WWW 
1887, July, p. 22 (178), given at Old Orchard on Sunday night, July 31st. 
- C&MA 1904, May, p. 371: in an article, describes how the Lord led him out of conservative 
theological views to trust Christ for healing and strength. 
- C&MA 1911, Jan, p. 250: Preaching on Psalm 90: "no plague shall come nigh..." "I have got 
more strength and grit from God in fighting off a night of fever or a threatened attack of 
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serious illness than from anything I have ever tried. It just rouses you to take hold of God in all 
His omnipotence, to put on your strength, etc...If you want to be strong in the Lord, don't be 
afraid of spiritual exercise." 
- CAW 1917, Sept 22, p. 387: Old Orchard sermon, testimony re: his healing 36 years 
previously. Xerox it. Reflects on his pre-healing ministry. p. 388: dream of being in a business 
office, a 1000 wires going forth to every continent and a glorious man sitting in the centre of all 
these wires sending hither and thither and every moment receiving new messages. Conceived it 
as one great electric Being, intensely incarnate, alive every moment, in constant mighty activity. 
This life and power is "our redemption right". 
- WWW 1887, July, p. 74, 75: Dr. Simpson gives a personal testimony of his experience with 
healing . He starts like this: "I will begin with my own healing. I love Old Orchard. It was out in 
the woods here that I took the Lord for health and healing. I was down on the shore at the 
time, where I was spending the summer with my family. I came up to the meetings occasionally, 
and one day I sat on the platform and heard at least two hundred people give an account of 
their healing. I had believed that there were cases of healing, but what overwhelmed me then 
was the number of the testimonies. The facts did not convince me, but they sent me to the Bible 
to settle the matter. If it was not in that book, I would not bother about it, but if it was there I 
meant to stand on it. If it was true, it was the most stupendous thing in life. And so I went to 
my room and took my Bible, thinking, 'If that is here, I will stand on it, if not, I will let it go. If 
it is true, I will accept it, cost what it will.' If I had known then all it was to involve I should 
have shrunk from it more than I did; but if it were to cost tenfold more than it has, I would go 
through with it again, rather than lose the blessing it has brought. I was afraid for my ministerial 
standing, as others have been. I had not come to the convention as a worker, but I had come 
here for my vacation. 
 After I became convinced that the Bible taught this truth I went off alone by myself to record 
it before God and said to Him: 'I take Thy truth in this matter as my faith, till I meet Thee 
before the throne of Thy eternal judgment.' I am glad that I left no place for reconsidering. 
When my feet were really in the rock that day, God established me. From that time, I have been 
committed to His faith, and He has given His faith to me. Since then I have knelt with 
thousands of persons and have given them the word of healing and have been as sure that I was 
giving them to word of God as when I have knelt with sinners. And so I would advise you, dear 
friends, before taking this truth to be sure that it is the word of God. 
 After that, there came a second step. I had taken this as God's truth, but I had not received 
healing yet. I had believed in Divine healing, but I had not received it. I raised my hand to 
Heaven, and promised God that, until the day of Christ's coming, I would take this truth to be 
my life; and, until my work was done, God helping me, I would not doubt that my healing was 
accomplished. How could I doubt, when I already had Him for my faith? Since then He has 
stood by me again and again and again, in the cold winters and in the hot summers and in the 
midst of heavy work and His promise has been made real. 
 After that, I had to take another step. I must be true to it for others. I could not be ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ; I must use it in humility and faithfulness. And so I promised Him, that day, 
that I would. The test began in my own family, with a little suffering child. It seemed a dreadful 
thing to risk that little life and I stood alone about it. There was no one around me that had any 
faith. A little grave had already been filled, from the same cause. But God helped me to stand 
and the child in my family from that day to this. There has never been any medicine given, nor 
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any human physician called to any of us since then. I know that, if all believed in this, it would 
keep many a grave from being filled. I went quietly on after this, but little by little it crept out 
that the Lord had healed one of my family; and very soon one of my workers came to me, 
saying, 'If He has healed your daughter, can He not heal me?' I said, 'Yes, if you can trust Him; 
but be very sure that you are trusting.' She went away and I think it was several weeks before 
she came back again, with the request that I would pray with her, saying in her decisive 
manner, 'I can take it.' I knew she meant it, and we knelt together, and I anointed her quietly in 
the name of the Lord. When she reached home, her sister asked her,'How are you?' She said, 
she felt tempted to say, 'I am no better', but instead she answered, 'Praise the Lord, I am 
healed.' In a short time her faith was realized to her." Dr. Simpson then continued the article, 
tracing the doctrine of healing from the mouth of the river, up the stream and he traces it back 
through various countries such as Germany, Sweden, Russia, Japan, India, china, etc and then 
back through various people as Pastor Blumhart, the Scott Covenanters, the Puritans, 
Whitfield, Wesley, Martin Luther, Prayer Book of Edward VI and on back to the apostle James 
and then our Lord Himself and back to Isaiah and on even back to the time of Moses he traces 
the doctrine of healing. Then he closes this article by this summary: 
1. If disease came through the fall, it must be cast out through redemption. 
2. If disease is healed by Jesus Christ, it must be done by faith, and not by works. 
3. If healing is a part of the gospel, it comes by faith and not by sight and it must be paid for in 
advance. 
4. If healing is part of the gospel, we must be right with God to keep it. 
 
5. If healing is part of the gospel, it is not I, but Christ living in me. 
6. Healing must be laid at His feet and used for His service and glory. p. 76, 77. 
- WWW 1885, p. 208: (preached at Bethshan, London, June 1885) "Well do I remember, when 
first the Holy Ghost came into my heart, how lonely I felt, how far I was removed from my old 
Christian associates--they could not understand me. But when I found one or two that did 
understand me, how dear they became to me. They were more than brothers, more than sisters. 
We could get closer, because we could get deeper and higher in God's way. Then I remember 
how, when I got a little further, and found that this blessed Jesus Christ was a living Christ, 
with not only His Spirit for my spirit, but His body for my body, a risen body, touching mine 
into life, and holding and quickening it with His own resurrection life--then I felt, again, so 
lonesome! My old friends seemed to leave me and for months I seemed to be alone--separated 
from hundreds and thousands of ministers and people I had loved and worked with all my life--I 
felt I did not know them now and they did not know me as before. But when one, and two and 
three began to come and join this little band, oh how much deeper was the bond of love! It was 
like musical chords--one chord makes a little music, two chords make better music, but four 
chords make glorious music; and when we get the whole Gospel, we have not only the 
soprano, but we have the deep bass and the Divine harmony and then I tell you, dear friends, 
we shall have on earth the life they have in heaven. So may God give to us the truth, that we 
may have the love!" 
- In Modern Miracles of Healing, edited by D. J. Fant, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Christian 
Publications, 1943, p. 129-140, a rather full account by ABS of God's healing power in his 
body and mind. This taken from The Gospel of Healing, p. 155-174. Also, some of this is 
recorded in AET's Life of ABS, chapter 8, p. 72-81, plus some additions. 
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1. Illnesses 
- 1887: H. L. Turner notes that 1887 WWW lacks missionary pictures and sermons and 
articles by ABS and even his name. He wonders if this is the year he broke in health and 
maybe went to England to recuperate.  
 Turner's observation inaccurate for 1887. A very busy year for ABS: society organized, 
books written, ie. Tab sermons. 
- 1889: He preached the opening sermon at Old Orchard, July 28, (CA 1899, p. 20). CA 
1899, Aug 22, p. 49: a statement re: an impression that ABS will be absent from the College 
the first half of the school session. A mistake (seems another hand is writing the editorial 
comments). 
- "Each of us has often had enough perils to wreck our life and work many a time, but as we 
look behind we cannot even trace a shadow of the clouds that once covered all our sky and 
everything that seemed against us has become a voice in the chorus,'We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God.'" From The Names of Jesus, by ABS, NY: 
Christian Alliance Publishing Company, 1892. 285 pages. This quotation on p. 182. 
- "The tabernacle which (ABS) hoped to make the nucleus of his work was heavily in debt 
and sold at auction. He fled to Europe again to fight and win a major battle over ill health, 
doubts and fears...who cared for Grannie and the 5 children all this while? I do not know." p. 
12, Brennen. 
- The Shepherd's Care, Chapter XIV. (a letter) "Dearest Margaret: The change and beauty of 
these European scenes has brought me back again to peace and a full understanding of the 
Lord's will for me. Deliverance again has come from the torments of the devil, which made 
of me virtually a madman before I came away. Your Husband." 
- "While in Europe, the Tabernacle was re-purchased, freed of debt and the work of an 
Evangelist and the C&MA was born." p. 13, Brennen. 
- "On his trip around the world, he fought malaria. Any passenger thus afflicted, the ship 
would be quarantined many months. His temperature and pulse down in AM when doctor 
visited, but it would climb at night. He would pray each night for deliverance midst fever and 
thirst." p. 19, Brennen. 

 
E. Missionary Vision 
- "He was rejected, but at once determined that he would labour for the people of the world 
'just the same as if I were permitted to go among them.'" Best, p. 10. 
- Antecedents: missions: In Louisville, Oct 21st, 1875. J. S. Lamar, minister of the 1st Christian 
Church opened his church to a committee of the Disciples. The Foreign Christian Missionary 
Society was written into existence at the above date. 
- To what extent did ABS work in the missionary arm of the Presbyterian Church? After his 
1876 vision, "I tried for months to find an open door, but the way was closed." p. 120, Th. 
- His father had been a warm friend of the missionary. Story of Martyr, John Williams, had 
stirred him as a boy. John Geddie's hand on his brow as an infant. While pastoring in Louisville, 
ca 1876, maybe while visiting in Chicago, a vision of Chinese. Simpson one of vast 
congregation of Christians sitting in auditorium. Platform a multitude of faces and forms, mute 
anguish, wringing their hands, p. 120, Th. "To the regions beyond I must go". His statement 
repeated in AW 1931, p. 552, was pastor in Louisville, 1876. Centrepiece of another article, 
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original CA 1894, Aug, p. 198. 
- "Maggie! I am called to China!" "Well, Bertie, Go! and heaven be praised if I can rid myself 
and the children of this lunatic!", p. 11, Brennen. The grand-daughter says, better for her had 
they gone to China. 
- CAW 1915, July, p. 210: "The Presbyterian Church in Canada is celebrating this year the 
Centennial of the birth of Dr. John Geddie, the first missionary sent out from Canada to any 
foreign field. Dr. Geddie has a peculiar interest to the writer because he was his first pastor and 
the associations of childhood are tenderly linked with his name and what was then the 
remarkable phenomenon of his becoming a foreign missionary. Perhaps it had more influence 
than any other single fact in inspiring missionary enthusiasm in the heart of that lad. Dr. Geddie 
went to the New Hebrides in 1848, and was the founder of the remarkable mission in that 
group of islands. After a missionary career of twenty-six years he left behind him this record, 
which is inscribed on a monument to his memory on the Island of Aneityum, 'When he landed in 
1848, there were no Christians. When he left in 1872, there were no heathens.'" 
- 1881: "First, then, let me speak of our policies and call your attention to three things the 
Alliance was raised up of God to do. Dr. Simpson said in an outburst of soul, looking back 
over the years, 'I can well remember the nights I walked up and down the sandy beach of Old 
Orchard Maine, in the summer of 1881 and asked God in some way to raise up a great 
missionary movement that would reach the neglected fields of the world and utilize the 
neglected forces of the church at home, as was not then being done. I little dreamed that I 
should have some part in such a movement, but even then the vision was given of souls yet to 
be born like the stars of heaven and the sands upon the seashore. The movement has been 
wholly providential.'" 

 
F. Sanctification 

 
- WWW 1886, p. 66; CA 1890, p. 66: "I date not say that every Christian has this Holy Ghost 
personally welcomed and dominant in his heart. I dare not say that I had for many years of my 
Christian life. I dare not say that I was not a Christian many years before I knew this and that I 
preached the Gospel at least 10 years before I knew what it was to have a personal, Divine 
Presence living and manifesting His reality in my brain, my affections, my will, my body, my 
thought, my work: the indwelling Holy Spirit. And I am sure He never came to me in that way, 
as the occupant of my house, until I gave Him the house and became no longer the owner of 
the house, but a lodger in it, and He the proprietor taking care of me and using me." "Fulness 
of Jesus" 
- WWW 1885, p. 315: "Twelve years ago, I received the Holy Spirit..." (ie. 1873) "Well do I 
remember when first the Holy Ghost came into my heart, how lonely I felt, how far I was 
removed from my old Christian associates: they could not understand me, how dear they 
became to me! They were more than brothers, more than sisters. We could get closer, because 
we could get deeper and higher in God's way. Then I remember how, when I got a little further 
and found that this blessed Jesus Christ was a living Christ, with not only His spirit for my 
spirit, but His body for my body, a risen body, touching mine into life and holding and 
quickening it with His own resurrection life: then I felt, again so lonesome! My old friends 
seemed to leave me and for months I seemed to be alone, separated from hundreds and 
thousands of ministers and people I had loved and worked with all my life: I felt I did not know 
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them now and they did not know me as before. But when one and two and three began to come 
and join this little band, oh, how much deeper was the bond of love! It was like musical chords: 
one chord makes a little music, two chords makes better music, but four chords make glorious 
music; and when we get the whole Gospel we have not only the soprano, but we have the deep 
bass, and the Divine harmony and then I tell you, dear friends, we shall have on earth the life 
they have in heaven. So may God give to us the truth, that we may have the love." WWW 1885, 
p. 208 
- CAW 1914, June, p. 210: (spoken to graduates, Wilson Academy) "Dear young friends, you 
have missed the message of the Alliance, you have missed the purpose for which this Academy 
was founded, you have missed the highest class in the school of character if you have not come 
to know Him, to love Him, to receive Him as Himself, the Heart of your heart and the Life of 
your life and the Fountain of all your sweetness and strength and reason and can say, 'I live, yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me.' It is over 40 years since I learned that secret as a blundering and 
ambitious young preacher. Everything that has been worth while in my life is due to the fact 
that there is Somebody else doing all inside my heart. Let Him be everything to you. Let Him 
say to you as you go out from these classrooms today, 'Arise, let us go', Jesus and I; Jesus in 
me."  
- Crisis of sanctification, chapter 7, AET, p. 63-71: Came 15 years after believing in Jesus as 
Saviour, p. 64. (WWW 1885, Vol V, p. 315, 260: "12 years ago [1873], I received the Holy 
Spirit) It began early in his Louisville ministry, p. 65, via Whittle and Bliss. "The great crisis 
moment came in 1874...", p. 69. (See WWW 1885, Vol V, p. 208, ten lines from the bottom: 
"Well do I remember when first the Holy Ghost came into my heart...", this also on p. 63, AET) 
Came while out visiting after one month's seeking, p. 62. "...the baptism of the Holy Spirit is 
simultaneous with our union with the Lord Jesus...", p. 67. "The indwelling of the Holy Ghost 
in the human heart is quite distinct from the work of regeneration" (quote from The Fullness of 
Jesus), p. 67. "This experience of Christ our Sanctifier marks a definite and distinct crisis in the 
history of the soul", p. 67. 
- Louisville, 1874: Whittle-Bliss meetings so enlarged vision of ABS that he was never the 
same again. Whittle's preaching revealed to ABS his own pride, self-love, self-confidence, self-
seeking, etc, made his heart sick. After these meetings, in privacy of his own room, his 
Gethsemane came to him: "he yielded to God in utter surrender," AWT, p. 49. "From that hour 
he was turned into another man." Ibid. 
- Early ministry, travelled 1000 miles to hear Mr. Moody in Chicago (Hamilton, Louisville, 
350/400 miles away; NYC 1000 miles away). Arrived ca 6:00 p.m. Man testified,"I got such a 
look at Jesus that I am never going to need anything again." Hallelujah. All you need is Jesus.  
 ABS returned that evening. Went to his office and "waited there at His blessed feet until He 
came." CAW 1916, Apr, p. 68. Same illustration CAW 1916, July, p. 274, bottom 2nd col. 
- "As I have said sometimes to my own people. I never had any rest in my Christian life until I 
gave up trying to be like Fenélon or Baxter or some other very good man and simply took 
God's Word and tried to be like Christ and to have Christ in me." p. 96, The Fullness of Jesus. 
[or p. 43?] JSS observation: This quotation is at the beginning of his comments of Christian life 
in the epistle to the Romans. 
- Ibid., p. 70 (chapter 3): "Oh, let the open door welcome Him in; until you do, it is a poor, lost 
battle. "The Spirit lusteth against the flesh and the flesh lusteth against the Spirit." That is not 
your Spirit, but it is God's Spirit. The Holy Spirit lusteth against the flesh. It is Spirit with a 
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capital S. I did--I am sorry to say that I did--for a long time try with my spirit to fight the flesh, 
but it was no use. But I found one day that it was all in the kind of letter I spelled it with; but 
when I put the Holy Spirit, I found that He could fight the battle I could not.  
 'I Will put My Spirit within you and I will cause you to walk in My statutes and ye shall keep 
My judgments.'" 
- "Then the seventh chapter of Romans tells us how Paul was brought to experience this 
himself. He had an experience. He started out in the old way and tried to be good in his own 
strength; tried to sanctify his own heart and he thought that he would do it by the law--by 
codes and rules. Some people believe in rules. I began with rules, but I was afraid to read them 
over after awhile, and soon I thought I had so terribly broken them that I would not try again. 
Rules won't save nor sanctify you. Paul said he would get sanctified by taking these 
commandments and obeying them, but the commandments slew him. The law said: 'You shall 
not'; and Paul said: 'Who says I shall not?' The law said: 'You shall not'; and Paul said: 'I shall'. 
The law said: 'You can't have this gratification'" and he said: 'I must have it.' The law only 
raised up the old evil heart and made it worse than ever. This was the case with Paul, until at 
last he died. He gave up in despair. 'O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from this 
body of death? I have nota thing in my but is like a corpse. I try to shake it off, but it won't go. 
It wraps around me like a shroud. How shall I get rid of it?' That was Paul's experience." The 
Fullness of Jesus, p. 114, 115. 
- CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 98: "In his jubilee address at Hamilton, Dr. Simpson said: 'I shall never 
forget the morning that I spent in my church reading an old musty book I had discovered in my 
library on the subject, "The Higher Christian Life." I had struggled long and vainly with my 
own intense nature, my strong self-will, my peculiar temptations. My spiritual life had been a 
constant humiliation. I had talked to my people about the deeper things of the spirit, but there 
was a hollow ring and my heart was breaking to know the Lord Jesus as a living bright reality. 
As I pored over that little volume, I saw a new light. The Lord Jesus revealed Himself as a 
living and all-sufficient presence, and I learned for the first time that Christ had not saved us 
from future peril and left us to fight the battle of life as best we could, but He who had justified 
us, was waiting to sanctify us, to enter into our spirit and substitute His strength, His holiness, 
His joy, His love, His faith, His power, for all our worthlessness, helplessness and nothingness 
and make it an actual and living fact. "I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." It was indeed a 
new revelation. Throwing myself at the feet of the glorious Master, I claimed the mighty 
promise, "I will dwell in you and walk in you." Across the threshold of my spirit, there passed a 
being as real as the Christ who came to John on Patmos and from that moment, a new secret 
has been the charm and glory and strength of my life and testimony. Whatever has been 
accomplished in these forty years, in personal victory or public service, I count it a great 
privilege to say, "Not I, but Christ." I have learned the secret, "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me."'" See also C&MA 1911, Dec, p. 162, where he asserts that it 
was in Louisville he received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
- C&MA 1902, Feb, p. 62, col 1: "During the early years of the writer's ministry, before he 
knew the Holy Spirit personally, no one ever came to him to talk about the deeper life; but 
within 24 hours after he knew the Lord as an indwelling personal reality, hungry hearts began 
to come and ask the way to Jesus." p. 80: editorial, missions: "made his missionary offering the 
first claim and a part of the regular payments of each week and month whatever else had to be 
neglected."  
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- "And he is a very foolish man who refuses the living water because he does not like the 
drinking vessel in which it is brought. I myself was led to see the deeper things of God through 
a humble channel against which all the prejudices of my life rebelled." In the School of Christ, 
p. 80. 1890. 
- WWW 1887, July, p. 58: "Dr. Simpson gives the story of some men trying to put a piece of 
granite on the top of a base on which it was to sit. With all their pulling they were not able to 
get the piece of granite high enough. There was a sailor in the midst and he shouted, 'Wet the 
ropes' and as they did the ropes began to shorten and lifted the piece of granite so that they 
could push it over and establish it firmly on its pedestal. It was a little secret, but it was an 
effectual one. Following this story, Dr. Simpson writes:  'Dear friends, the instant we let the 
Holy Spirit wet the ropes and saturate the soul, the Lord Jesus Christ brings into it all His 
infinite forces of love and power. One touch of God will do all that our tugging and struggling 
could not do. It is a very simple story. This made the last 15 years of my life easy and delightful 
and blessed. I am glad that someone told me that Jesus was ready to come into me, and to be 
everything to me; and I am glad that I took the blessing. Since then there has been but one rule 
in my life, always to do the next thing. There will be 50 things between this and supper which 
He ought to take and give you victory in. In the next 2 hours you will perhaps live over the 
meaning of your whole life." JSS observation: I questioned the 15 years in his quotation above, 
but it is an accurate recording of what he said here in this book. 
- WWW 1887, July, p. 86, Old Orchard supplement: "This was given at a Sunday morning 
sermon, Aug 7 1887 [?] at Old Orchard, Maine. Dr. Simpson was preaching on Practical 
Consecration. However he is talking about Sanctification and he says the following: 
 I like to see it from the Divine side first and from the human last. It makes me think of the 
widow of Glasgow, whose rent became due and who had nothing to pay it with. She went to 
her room and shut her door and would not let anyone in. Someone came and knocked, but she 
would not open the door, thinking it was the landlord. A day or two after, she met a friend who 
said he had called at her house, but could not get in. He had a letter for her with a five pound 
note in it. She burst out crying and told him she thought it was the landlord. So I felt when 
Christ knocked at my door. I thought He wanted something of me that I did not want to give. 
It seemed to me that sanctification and death went together. But one day I met Him, too, on 
the street, and He told me He had something for me. He told me that consecration was not my 
doing but His. His Presence and purity in my heart were all that were needed to make an 
overflow there for others.'" 
- C&MA 1901, Apr, p. 186, col 2, last par (also Free Grace, p. 33): his first test/temptation 
after complete surrender and accepted the indwelling Christ. No feeling, but tempted to think 
nothing had happened. Xerox it. Trust, confidence and victory came. "The secret of victory for 
all time to come"= trust, faith in transaction, commitment. 
- C&MA 1901, May, p. 285 in "Practical Obedience", a sermon (also James, p. 42 or 61): New 
Year, dedicated a month "in his musty old study" "to wait for a fuller baptism of the Spirit". 
"He had received the Spirit, but was straining for something more." 
- C&MA 1901, July, p. 18, col 2, par 3: learned how little good he was, had a tremendous lot 
of failures and then had God work out things for him. 

 

VIII. Travels 
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A. North America 
 

1. Canada 
 

- To Prince Edward Island, see CAW 1914, Nov, p. 97, 106. 
- To Chatham, Ontario, 1891, probably July 4 and 5, Saturday and Sunday. In Detroit, June 
29-July 3. Conducted 2 services in the Presbyterian church, which ABS joined 33 years ago, 
1858. Some of the Detroit party accompanied him. Visited former homestead. Father had 
died 2 months previously at age 84. Mother still living and was almost 80 years old. CA 
1891, July, p. 18. 
- CA 1891, Oct 2, p. 209: in Canada in September. 
- Larger Outlook, p. 572. Visited Hamilton on way home from travels around the world, 
1893. 
- CA 1895, July 3, p. 8,9: In June, through western Canada en route to New York from Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, Portland, Tacoma and Seattle. 
- CA 1896, p. 37: Jan 17-30: Toronto, Hamilton, London, St. Thomas, Coburg, Kingston, 
Peterborough, Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec. Feb, p. 133, 157: brief reports of above trip 
by ABS. 
- C&MA 1898, Nov 18, p. 468: Toronto on Sunday, Nov 6 and other cities, Peterborough, 
Ottawa, Montreal et al. 
- Hamilton Spectator, 1902, Monday, Jan 20, p. 5: "Knox Church: Rev. A. B. Simpson 
occupied his old pulpit in Knox church yesterday morning. It is over twenty years since he 
was pastor of Knox, but there were many old members of the congregation present.   
 His sermon was of a cheering nature and dealt with the great opportunities before Christian 
people to do good. The many trials and temptations to which God-fearing people were 
subjected were only the attempt of Satan to overcome the influence for good which 
Christianity had created. Christians must not be discouraged. Show victory by silence rather 
than rebuking the tempter. Others must be confirmed and cheered in the tests of life and he 
charged that Christian people were the ones to assist the tempted to stand fast. People who 
believed in God wondered why such terrible trials and tests were forced upon them in these 
days, but they forget the time when the bodies of men and women were used as torches to 
light the streets of imperial Rome. The trials of modern days were insignificant to what our 
forefathers bore in Christ's name. Until a man became a Christian he did not know what 
temptation was. Satan did not exert his artillery on those who were in his power. When 
people had the right spirit, they would b e amazed to find how everything around them 
would be changed to look brighter and happier. 
 During the offertory Miss Bertha Kraft and the choir sang." See 8 1/2 x 11 file. 
- 1905: September 12 in Hamilton. S. of the Spirit, p. 85. 
- 1914, November: Charlottetown. 22nd, Sunday: preached p.m. at First Methodist Church; 
subject, God's First Sanctuary, Exodus 25:8. Seven points. A synopsis in the Guardian. Is 
filed. 23rd, Monday: gave Jubilee Lecture with reference to the First Methodist Church. 
Sermon in 8 1/2 x 11 file. The Patriot also has a good account, according to Robert 
Simpson, but could not be removed for xeroxing. See also CAW 1914, Nov 14, p. 97, 106, 
129. Greetings from Charlottetown; only visited the Island once during 70 years, and that ca 
40 years ago, ie. 1874. 
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- CAW 1914, Nov 14, p. 97: editorial: two important engagements: 1. Jubilee service in 
Charlottetown (50th anniversary of the First Methodist Church); 2. Special meetings in 
downtown Detroit sponsored by Christian businessmen of the city. Held in Woodward 
Baptist, Cass Avenue, M. E. Report of the meetings, p. 161, editorial #3. No Alliance work 
in Detroit.  
- CAW 1914, Nov 28, p. 129: ABS sends greetings from Charlottetown. Born there 70 years 
ago, visited it once, ca 44 years ago, ie ca 1870 while pastor in Hamilton, Ontario: "The 
writer had a royal welcome from his numerous kinsmen and friends." 
- CAW 1914, Nov 23, 1914, p. 97, 106 "Special prayer is asked by Mr. Simpson for two 
important engagements during the next two or three weeks which have opened to him in the 
providence of God. The first is a Jubilee service in Charlottetown, PEI, the land of his birth, 
to which he has been invited by many old friends to preach and lecture on the occasion of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the First Methodist Church.  
 This will bring him into touch with many relatives and friends whom he has not met for 
more than forty years. Shortly after he is looking forward to the holding of a series of special 
services in Detroit under the auspices of the Christian Business Men of the city."  
 On Sunday evening in Charlottetown, ABS preached on "God's First Sanctuary" (text 
Exodus 25:8), "Make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them." The Charlottetown 
Morning Daily called it "a masterpiece". 
- Charlottetown Morning Daily 1914, Monday, Nov 23: "The preacher was the Rev. Dr. A. 
B. Simpson. Dr. Simpson is President of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, a large 
religious society with its headquarters in New York. It was incorporated about thirty years 
ago, and is not a denominational body, but a Union of Christians of all denominations for the 
purpose of promoting spiritual and missionary work. It has several hundred branches in the 
United States and employs about seven hundred and fifty native and foreign missionaries in 
Africa, India, China, Tibet, Japan, the Philippines, Palestine, South America and the West 
Indies. The income of the Society is about three hundred thousand dollars a year. 
 Dr. Simpson is also pastor of a church in New York City known as the Gospel Tabernacle 
and having a membership of about twelve hundred.  
 The Christian and Missionary Alliance does considerable institutional work, and has a 
training college for missionaries at Nyack, near New York. 
 The Doctor is a native of Prince Edward Island, and was born at Cavendish, on the north 
short, in 1844. This is his second visit to his native land. He was educated in Toronto and 
settled in Hamilton, Ontario for nine years as pastor of Knox Presbyterian Church. He went 
to New York as pastor of a Presbyterian Church there in 1889 and a few years later severed 
his connection with it to undertake his present evangelistic and missionary work, in which he 
takes a great deal of interest. He is making a brief visit to Prince Edward Island in connection 
with the Jubilee of the First Methodist Church. He will lecture on Monday evening on the 
suggestive subject, "A Year of Jubilee", in which he will sketch the story of the last fifty 
years as regards the progress of Canada and the whole world and will also illustrate in a 
popular and practical way some of the conditions by which we may live, so that life for us 
may be a year of jubilee. 
 Dr. Simpson's sermon last evening in the First Methodist Church was a masterpiece and the 
large congregation gathered in the building were visibly impressed by the eloquence and 
engaging delivery of the preacher. His subject was 'God's First Sanctuary', the text being 
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Exodus 25:8: 'Make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them' After vividly describing 
the striking picture of the Arabian desert and the little tent overshadowed by the pillar of 
cloud and fire, in which God established His first sanctuary, he proceeded to unfold the 
spiritual meaning of the tabernacle. It was called the 'tabernacle of witnesses' and was 
designed to bear witness: First, to God; so the church is called to represent the supernatural 
in this age of materialism. If Christianity is not divine it is a libel on its author; second, it was 
a witness for Christ. Everything in the tabernacle pointed to the Cross and the blood; so the 
Church is called to stand for the old Gospel of sin and salvation through the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ and to bear witness of Him to a sinful world. Many churches today are getting 
away from the old Gospel and the word 'exegesis', meaning the exposition of the Bible has 
been sarcastically translated by some, with good reason, 'exit-Jesus'. Third: A witness for the 
Holy Spirit. The three great emblems were water, fire and oil and these all point to the Holy 
Ghost as the source of human power and light. Too many churches today are forgetting the 
true source of power and light and turning to social service and human culture. Fourth: A 
witness for salvation. The tabernacle was for sinners and the blood and water pointed to the 
salvation which Christ has brought. Our business in the Church is to seek and save the lost 
and a Church without conversions is a misnomer. Fifth: A witness for holiness. Cleansing 
from defilement was the one constant message of the old Jewish tabernacle. This was the 
special message of early Methodism and surely this Church should never forget the 
precedents of its past history. The world needs today to know the secret of victory over sin. 
Sixth: A witness for full salvation and life more abundantly. That ancient sanctuary had the 
golden candlestick, the table of bread and the sweet incense which all pointed to the deeper 
life, which Christ has taught us. The true Church is a banqueting house, a palace beautiful for 
the pilgrims on the way home. Seventh: A witness for personal consecration. It means that 
each one of us can be a temple, a sanctuary, a dwelling-place for God. The human heart is 
the true home of the Lord. Each of us can have a divine life and an ever-present, all-sufficient 
God. Shall we dedicate this place afresh by dedicating ourselves and giving God a chance to 
show how much He can do through one consecrated life?" 
- CAW 1914, Nov 28, p. 131: "The editor sends greetings from a considerable distance, the 
city of Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, where has just arrived to preach and lecture in 
connection with the Jubilee of the First Methodist Church. Nearly seventy years ago, he was 
born on this beautiful island, and only visited it once since, about forty-four years ago. He 
would mostly devoutly thank God for all the blessings of these years and especially for the 
grace that gave him back his broken life thirty-three years ago, and has preserved him in 
wonderful health and strength ever since. To His dear name be boundless and endless praise. 
 This fair island is becoming a great resort for summer visitors. Thousands of Americans 
from New England are making it their Summer home. The transportation is easy, only about 
thirty hours from Boston. A fine steamer crosses the Gulf in about three hours, and we found 
it as smooth as a pond. The island is prosperous and happy, enjoying an ideal isolation from 
the rush of the modern world and having a death rate so low that five generations are often 
found represented by living members of a single family. The writer had a royal welcome from 
his numerous kinsmen and friends and will cherish very delightful memories of this beautiful 
island." 
- CAW 1914, Nov 28, p. 129: "Sunday, Nov 28 ABS preached a special message for the 
times on Armageddon which will appear in next week's paper...Next Sunday, December 6 in 
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the absence of ABS, Dr. Blanchard, Wheaton College, will preach a.m. and p.m. 
- 1915, September 12th: Hamilton, Ontario, 50th anniversary. 

 
2. United States 

 
- 1873, NYC: a Canadian delegate to the Evangelical Alliance Conference in NYC. Preached 
at 13th Street Church. Chesnut Street Church (Louisville) people there. Went to Chesnut 
Street Church on Dec 27, 1873. 
- 1877: Niagara Bible Conference at Watkins Glenn, NY. The third conference (1st in 
Chicago, 2nd at Swampscott, Massachussets). See p. 134, Roots of Fundamentalism, by 
Ernest R. Sandeen, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970. 
- 1881, Northfield: ABS had met Ellen Griffin prior to Nov 1881 at Northfield, WWW 1887, 
Feb, p. 95. Ellen at Moody's first Northfield convention, early in Sept 1880. Ellen also 
attended Moody's summer or fall convention in October 1881, p. 100, 101. See also p. 219, 
Life of Moody. Andrew Bonar there. Did ABS attend? Probably. She attended his church 
after meeting him at Northfield, p. 101. She joined prayer services in behalf of President 
Garfield. 
 CA 1896, Nov, p. 468: refers to a visit to Northfield, Sunday November 8, 1896 after an 
interval of 16 years. States that in 1881, he preached "one Sabbath evening at the close of 
the Northfield Convention in the old Congregational Church." 
- Niagara Conference, Believer's Meetings: 1875, Chicago, Illinois; 1876, Swampscott, 
Massachussets; 1877, Watkins Glen, New York; 1878-80, Clifton Springs, New York; 1881, 
Old Orchard, Maine; 1882, Mackinac Island, Michigan; 1883-1897, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ontario; 1898-1899, Point Chautauqua, New York; 1900, Asbury Park, New Jersey. 
Sandeen, p. 134. 
 Attended in 1877, Watkins Glenn, New York. Could have attended Clifton Springs, New 
York, 1878-1880. Apparently attended in 1883, Niagara, Ontario, WWW 1883, p. 139. 
Brooks, Pierson, Whittle, Munhall, Wist, et al, there. 
- 1885, Aug/Sept: Attended Northfield Convention, WWW 1885, p. 240. Apparently had 
attended previous conventions. A. T. Pierson and D. L. Moody mentioned as speakers. Mr. 
George F. Pentecost. ABS said nothing about himself. A. J. Gordon not mentioned, but a 
sermon by him on the Holy Spirit, p. 241, was there. "Many former/old familiar faces were 
missing. Subject of divine healing omitted, avoided, Spirit-filled life. He publishes the 
sermons of others; says nothing of his own ministry there. "We came down from the 
mountains feeling that it was good to be there." p. 240, par 5. 
- WWW 1885, Sept, p. 226: apparently attended the 2nd Annual conference of the 
International Missionary Union at Niagara Falls. Dr. J. T. Gracy, the president and 
contributor to the WWW. ABS gives a report as one there. 
- 1885, October to December: Brooklyn, Oct 12-16; Philadelphia, Oct 20-22; Buffalo, Oct 
27-30; Pittsburg, Nov 24-26; Chicago, Dec 1-3; Detroit, Dec 3-4. See Conventions. 
- 1886, November 16-20: Chicago, Second American Bible and Prophetic Conference. AJG 
there; James Brooks, et al. See WWW 1886, Nov, p. 251. 
- 1887, November, December: WWW 1887, Oct, p. 176: an announcement. Nov 1, 
Providence, Rhode Island; Nov 16, Bridgeport, Connecticut; Nov 23, Newberryport, 
Massechussets; Nov 30, Buffalo, New York; Dec 2, Cleveland, Ohio; Dec 5, 6, Toledo. 
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- California 1888: CA 1888, p. 80: (editorial) April and May, western cities, San Francisco, 
Minneapolis, St. Louis, et al. Departure notes, p. 81. Later: central and northern New York, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, p. 130, 145. Providence, Rhode Island, Oct 22; 
Saratoga, New York, Sept 4-7 at 2nd Presbyterian Church; Washington, DC, Dec 4, ME 
Church; Portland, Maine, Dec 18-22 (LeLacheur, pastor). 
- CA 1889, Feb, p. 17: (editorial) Albany, New York, Jan 28, 29, Monday and Tuesday; 
Syracuse, New York, Jan 29-31, Tuesday to Thursday, Dutch Reformed Church; Buffalo, 
New York, Jan 31 to Feb 2, Thursday to Saturday, YMCA Hall; Hamilton, Ontario, Feb 3 to 
5, Sunday to Tuesday; Toledo, Ohio, Feb 5 to 7, Tuesday to Thursday. 
- CA 1889, Oct, p. 178: October 7 to 10, convention in Providence, Rhode Island, followed 
by meetings in Newport, Rhode Island. 
- 1892, May: trip west; his first stop in Indianapolis, May 10 and 11, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Meeting held in the First Church, Dr. Taylor, pastor. Four services held; 
attendance quite large. Friends came from Greenwood and Westfield, et al places. Found old 
acquaintances, readers of the CA and "dear children the Lord had given many years ago", CA 
1892, May 20, p. 321. Vincennes, Indiana, Baptist Church. Fort Worth, Texas, p. 369. 
Dallas, Texas, p. 370. May 10, West Coast via Indianapolis, Vincennes, p. 321 and to Texas, 
Fort Worth, Sunday, May 16. Mr. Fuller travelling with, also Mrs. ABS and Louise Shepard. 
p. 355: editorial travelogue. In Fort Worth, entertained by friend, Warren Collins. 
Cooperation of Rev. Mr. Schofield, Congregational Church, Dallas and Dr. Tinnon, 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth. To go to Dallas, Sunday, May 23rd. June, p. 
369-370: Dallas. Missions stressed at both churches; support given and others became 
candidates. Many young ministers attended the meetings. p. 385: Dallas. CIS already 
organized the Central American mission. An Alliance Branch organized in Fort Worth. To 
Austin and then west. June, p. 401: southern California. Arrived Friday, May 27, Pasadena, 
Baptist and Methodist churches. Also LA. W. C. Stevens there, pastor of Gospel Tabernacle. 
Then Santa Barbara. July, p. 2: Oakland, San Francisco and San José (June 10) at the 
Baptist Tabernacle. 1200 attended, Sunday afternoon and evening. Left Oakland by train 
Monday a.m., June 11. July, p. 16: meetings in Denver, Thursday. Young ministers attended. 
Rev. Mr. Blanchard, pastor of the Congregational church, stands for the full gospel. Then 
Lincoln. Assisted at the Bible School of the Nebraska Gospel Union. ABS met Mr. Fisher 
and others of the Gospel Union committee in Lincoln. July, p. 33: to Minnesota, White Bear 
Lake Bible School and St. Paul with the Gospel Union Mission and Chicago, at Bible 
Institute and Moody's or Chicago Avenue Tabernacle.  
- 1893, August 13-20: Chicago, World's Fair, D. L. Moody's evangelistic campaign. 
Preached evangelistically nights and Alliance convention during the day. Invited by D. L. 
Moody. Aug 13: 11:00 a.m., 2300 people, 8:00 p.m., 2200 people; Aug 20: 11:00 a.m., 
2400 people, 8:00 p.m., 2400 people. 
- CA 1894, Sept, p. 256: Report of Northfield conference. Sounds like ABS was there. 
- CA 1895, June 26: to west coast and across Canada, May and June. In Portland, Tacoma 
and Seattle. States branches formed in Oregon and Washington. Seattle meetings held in 
First Presbyterian Church. 
- CA 1896, Nov, p. 468: to Northfield, Sunday Nov 8, after an interval of 16 years, ie 1881. 
But see WWW 1885, Sept, p. 240. Had been there in 1881, Sunday evening, at the close of 
Northfield Convention in the old Congregational Church. 
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- C&MA 1907, p. 145: To Salem, Virginia for Annual Holiness Convention, directed by D. 
B. Strousse (7 miles from Roanoke). The Strousses contributed to the founding of 2 training 
schools of the Alliance in India. Bud Robinson and singer Mrs. Mumford were there. 
- C&MA 1909, Jan p. 248: editorial. At Moody Bible Institute for the day at the annual mid-
winter convention. Closed New Year's Eve. 
- 1915: Sept: to Hamilton for golden anniversary. Oct 24, p. 61, dedicated Alliance Chapel at 
Syracuse, p. 65, report of services. Oct 31, p. 81, dedicated Alliance Chapel at Wilmington, 
Delaware, H. M. Shuman, pastor. Nov 7, back at Gospel Tabernacle. 
- 1915, West Coast: CAW 1915, Feb 6, p. 289: To go to Los Angeles, Pasadena, Oakland, 
Apr 11-25. Mar, p. 407: schedule of meetings, Apr 1-18. Apr, p. 17: editorial, Apr 11-18 in 
Los Angeles; next week in Oakland. p. 49: editorial report, also p. 65, Pentecostal people 
came to Los Angeles meetings. p. 81, Oakland report. Report by G. W. Davis, p. 125, 126. 
Los Angeles report, p. 158. 
- CAW 1915, Feb 20, p. 321, editorial: Visited Philadelphia and the Billy Sunday campaign 
on Sunday, Feb 14th. Sat with the workers, shared in the services and spent time in the 
Sunday home. ABS gives his impressions of the services. 16,000 in attendance. He 
commends highly Mr. Sunday and the conduct of the meetings. 
- CAW 1917, Apr, p. 1: ABS has been spending a few days with the Moody Church and 
Institute in Chicago (Mr. Rader and Woolley). Also with the Alliance Chicago Committee. 
Alliance has strong Thursday afternoon meetings in Masonic Temple, State Street. Came 
from a number of strong churches. 
- CAW 1917, Sept 8, p. 353: ABS spent a few days at Cedar Lake Conference, Illinois. 
Camp recently bought by the Moody Church. A large attendance. 
- CAW 1917, Sept, p. 401: ABS just returned from Chicago, Sept 23. Meeting at Humboldt 
Park Tabernacle, Illinois State convention. District re-organized. J. D. Williams, District 
Superintendent. Some new Viet Nam missionaries there, farewelled Saturday afternoon. 
- CAW 1917, Sept, p. 1 (Oct): preached last Sunday of Newark, New Jersey convention. 
- Nov 18: ABS at Syracuse Convention. Preached a.m. and p.m. 
- Dec 7-9: in Chicago (Moody Tabernacle), sent telegram re: fall of Jerusalem. 
- Dec 11: in St. Paul. 

 
3. Overseas 

 
- 1871, May-August: Church sent him to England and Europe. See AET, p. 45. CA 1891, 
Nov, p. 298f. Also WWW 1885, Nov p. 316. In Rome when Pope lost his temporal power, 
1870. 
- CA 1893, Jan p. 1: explanation re: his proposed missionary journey. p. 34: answer to a 
criticism in Zion's Herald relative to the contemplated trip. 
- CA 1893, p. 34: first editorial from the "Servia". 
- 1893, Tues Jan 24, London: evening, addressed a group in the Hall at Adam Street and 
Strand. Present: Evan Hopkins, F. B. Meyer, Mr. and Mrs. Reader Harris, Mrs. J. Hudson 
Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Brodie, et al. 
- 1893, Wed Jan 25: went to Bethshan, addressed the Wednesday meeting. Met again Mrs. 
Baxter and Mrs. Boardman. 
 - 1893, Thurs Jan 26: met one morning with J. Hudson Taylor for counsel and advice re: 
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Chinese work. Afternoon went to Southampton to meet with Swedish missionaries going to 
China. Stayed the evening. Left Friday afternoon by train to catch a boat in Italy. 
- 1893, Jan-June: went around the world to visit mission fields. Went east to England, 
Europe, Levant, India, Singapore, China, Japan, San Francisco, New York. 
- CA 1892, Dec, p. 403: announcement re: around the world trip. Left New York ca Jan 15 
(Saturday or Sunday), arriving in Liverpool on board the "Servia", Monday a.m. (See CA 
1893, Feb 3, p. 65). Was to be in India, Feb 25-Apr 1; Singapore, Apr __ to 15; China, May 
1-June 1. Returned to San Francisco in July. 
- Accounts of 1893 journey (people he met are important): 

 
Feb 3, p. 65: with poem 

   Feb 10, p. 81 
Feb 17, p. 97: Mrs. Boardman in 
Bethshan 

   Feb 24, p. 113 
   Mar 3, p. 129 
   Mar 10, p. 145 
   Mar 10, p. 158: to the children 
   Mar 17, p. 161 
Mar 24, p. 177 
Mar 31, p. 193 
Apr 7, p. 210 
Apr 14, p. 226 
Apr 21, p. 242 
Apr 21, p. 253: American Mission in Egypt 
Apr 28, p. 258 
May 5, p. 274 
May 12, p. 289 

 May 19, p. 306 

 May 26, p. 320 
 June 2, p. 337 
 June 9, p. 353 

June 16, p. 369: among the Malays, 
3 days in Singapore 

 June 23, p. 386 
 June 30, p. 402 
 July 7, p. 2 
 July 14, p. 18 

July 21, p. 34 
July 28, p. 50 
Aug 4, p. 66 
Aug 11, p. 82 
Aug 18, p. 97 
Aug 25, p. 114 
Sept 1, p. 129 
Sept 8, p. 145 
Sept 15, p. 161 

 
- South America, 1910: accounts in C&MA 1910: 
C&MA 1909: editorial announcement of proposed trip to South America 
Jan 1, p. 216: editorial announcing proposed trip. No expense to the Board. 
Jan 8, p. 232: editorial, will carry messages to missionaries, not presents; interested too in 
missionary volunteers for South America. To sail ca Jan 20. 
Jan 15, p. 248: editorial, expects to leave next week. Prayer meeting only at Tabernacle, Jan 19. 
Jan 22, p. 264: editorial farewell. 
Feb 5, p. 280: sailed Jan 22 on S. S. Bleucher for Brazil and Argentina. 
Feb 19, p. 323: Article re: his trip southward. A cruise ship, account through the West Indies. 
Mar 5, p. 355: "Across the Line", a travelogue, going to Brazil, no C&MA work there now. 
Mar 26, p. 407: "On the Amazon", city of Para, Brazil 
Apr 2, p. 1: "Down the Coast of Brazil", p. 10: editorial, has arrived in Argentina 
Apr 9, p. 21: "From Brazil to Uruguay", p. 37 "From Brazil to Uruguay, cont'd" 
Apr 16, p. 44: editorial, has reached Caracas, Venezuela 
Apr 23, p. 53: "The Argentine Nation" 
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Apr 30, p. 69: "Days in Chile", p. 79: editorial, has returned. Ship was quarantined south of 
Panama for many days because of the plague and yellow fever. "The air was reeking of malaria." 
"The heat and humidity were very great." 
May 7, p. 89: "The Land of the Incas" 
May 14, p. 105: "Peru to Panama" 
May 21, p. 121: "Panama" 
May 28, p. 137: "From Panama Home" 
- C&MA 1910, Apr, p. 78: "The Editor desires publicly to acknowledge the goodness of God in 
bringing him safely home from a long and difficult journey which in its closing days was not 
entirely free from danger. He wishes also to thank his many friends for the comfort and support 
of their prayers which he constantly felt and especially through the trying days to which 
reference has just been made. In his little note of farewell he asked special prayer for that part of 
his journey which would cover the closing days of March and the first week of April, as he had a 
distinct impression that it would be a time of some peculiar need, bringing him as he expected, 
into close contact with the plague and fever stricken shore of Ecuador and Panama. 
 And so it came to pass. The prevalence of plague and yellow fever in Ecuador at the time of 
his approach to that coast, led our missionaries there to caution him against attempting to land. 
Notwithstanding the greatest precautions in this and other respects, the ship on which he sailed 
had become infected on a previous voyage and he and all his fellow passengers were quarantined 
for many days under somewhat trying circumstances on a desolate island, a few miles south of 
Panama. He was graciously preserved from either plague or yellow fever as were all the party; 
but the air was reeking with malaria. The heat and humidity were very great. The conditions on 
ship and shore were most trying and only the presence and power of God kept him from being 
prostrated with a severe malarial fever. He had a sufficient experience of the climatic conditions 
in these climates to understand the meaning of the Lord's healing as never before and to 
sympathize with our beloved missionaries in similar climates, especially in the Soudan and on the 
congo, and to lead him to lay upon the hearts of our people with new emphasis that ministry of 
prayer which meant so much for him and which our beloved fellow workers so much need in 
similar circumstances on the mission field. 
- AR 1910, May, p. 34: visited Argentina, Chile, South American coast and Jamaica. 
- England 1911, (ABS 68 years old) accounts in C&MA 1911: 
Feb 11, p. 312: editorial re: appointments in England and Scotland. Dr. Marsh and Dr. Glover 
with him. There Mar 26 to May 12. 
Mar 18, p. 392: editorial, to sail Mar 15 on the Mauretania. To cover about 9 weeks. Requests 
prayer for sustaining health and strength. Reminds them of South American trip in 1910. Lists 
the schedule or appointments. 
Mar 25, p. 408: revised list of appointments. 
Apr 15, p. 33: "New York to Fishguard", ABS. 
Apr 22, p. 61: F. E. Marsh reports on ABS visit with a synopsis of some of his messages. 
Apr 29, p. 65: "Sunderland to Bristol", ABS. p. 66: report of the same from the London 
Christian. 
May 6, p. 82: 4th week in Liverpool, etc. London. 
May 13, p. 97: "From Heathfield to Scotland", picture of Glover, ABS, Marsh, p. 100: F. E. 
Marsh reports on Manchester Conference. 
May 20, p. 113: "Glasgow to Edinburgh", the 6th week. p. 115, Dr. Marsh reports on London 
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visit and Bath. 
May 27, p. 130: in Scotland. p. 131: The Glasgow Convention, F. E. Marsh. 
June, p. 146: 2nd week in London. p. 147: Dr. Simpson in Edinburgh, F. E. Marsh. p. 153: 
editorial upon return to USA. 
June 17, p. 182: Dr. Marsh's report to Council of ABS visit to England. 

a. Bethshan: June, 1885 
- To conference at Bethshan, London. American party: WWW 1885, May, p. 159: Rev. F. D. 
Sanford, Boston, representing Cullis' work; Rev. D. D. Smith, Wilmington, Delaware; Mr. 
Peck Smith, Brooklyn; Miss Mattie M. Gordon, Nashville; Mrs. M. E. Moorhead. Left May 
21 from New York via Inman Lines. Account of meetings, p. 233-240. 70 guests at Bethshan 
came from foreign countries, rest of the hundreds came from England; 20 plus were from 
America. Cullis and Carrie Judd were absent. 
- London, Bethshan conference, Monday, June 1-5, Monday to Friday. At Drayton Park, 
number 10 (In 1989, an automotive parts store there). Brighton and Worthing, southern coast, 
south of London. Blackheath. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, east coast in north; near Sunderland. 
Liverpool (June 24-27), west coast, midway up coast. Edinburgh, east coast, north, east of 
Glasgow. 
 
 
- Following Bethshan conference, London, meetings were held in Brighton, Worthing, 
Blackheath, Newcastle, Liverpool, Edinburgh. Dr. W. E. Boardman, Mrs. Elizabeth Baxter, 
Rev. Mr. Allen of Hackney, Rev. Mr. Sanford, ABS and other Americans comprised the 
"preaching" party. 
- References: WWW 1885, Feb, p. 62; May, p. 159: list of those going; p. 160; Oct, p. 233-
240: report of conference and post-meetings. First healing home opened in England, p. 233. 
Opened about 1880/81. Henry Varley preached at Gospel Tabernacle, June and July while 
ABS in Britain. 
- "He conjured the young men in the spirit of their self-sacrificing profession, in the spirit of 
that unquestioning confidence that would be reposed in them, in the name of all that was 
sacred to the hopes and destinies that would be reposed in them, in the name of all that was 
sacred to the hopes and destinies that would be confided to them in their arbitrations between 
health and disease, life and death, and for the sake of the influence they would wield, to first 
carry with them the evidence of that spiritual cure which would sanctify and bless the results 
of their great life-labour. 
 The Christian physician would be safe from the temptations that an unrighteous one might 
be unable to resist. His religion would purify his heart, exalt his aims and tastes and would 
serve as a guide where judgment might stumble or conscience hesitate under doubt or 
temptation. It would give dignity to his character, add lustre to his reputation, and inspire that 
unflagging confidence, which guarantees success. What person more than a Christian 
physician could smooth the pillow of the dying or minister unto bereaved hearts? Who, in fact, 
could have more frequent and favourable opportunities of directing the victims of congenital 
soul malady to the only source of cure: Jesus Christ, the Great Physician? 
 The sermon was in fact, a long, ingenious, eloquent and affecting exhortation, which 
interested the audience deeply, composed as it was of so many representatives of the learned 
professions, together with those of all other pursuits in life, who, by their very presence in 
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such overwhelming numbers, seemed to ratify the truths so earnestly expounded. 
 Upon the conclusion of these services, a second meeting was instituted for the purpose of 
hearing the testimony of the young Christians, particularly those who were medical students. 
About three-fifths of the audience remained through another hour, which was varied by the 
relation of Christian experience, singing and prayer. Several of the students bore testimony for 
Christ and were listened to very attentively. It is said that about 130 or 140 persons, mostly 
young people arose for prayer at this meeting. Certain it is that a deep feeling was awakened 
in the hearts of many who had not the courage to manifest it by rising. 
 These interesting services were prolonged from nine until ten o'clock, without occasioning 
any perceptible weariness, however, and after the benediction the throng dispersed with a 
seeming air of reluctance.  
 On next Sunday night, Rev. Mr. Simpson will preach a sermon to young men, at the same 
place, to which all are invited." Found among clippings at First Alliance, NYC. Place not 
identified, but probably to students in Edinburgh, Scotland. See WWW 1885, p. 239. 

 

 
 
 
IX. Closing Years 
 
- 1917, Dec 9: General Allenby entered Jerusalem; Nov 2: The Balfour Declaration, giving 
Palestine as a homeland to the Jews. 
- 1918, Jan: Initial stroke in Jan 1918 (according to letter from daughter Margaret to Mr. Groff, 
BofM 1924, May-Oct. Day that General Allenby entered Jerusalem, K. Brennen, p. 25. 
- CAW 1918, Feb 2, p. 274: "Mr. Simpson is still resting from all public engagements." 
- 1918, Feb: BofM sent letter to Mr. and Mrs. ABS expressing regrets re: the absence from 
meeting. Were resting due to constant pressure and strain for a long time. 
- BofM 1918, Apr 13: Secretary of BofM to visit ABS to make "suitable arrangements for his 
financial home needs." 
- BofM 1918, Apr 27: ABS at Clifton Springs, New York. Crear and Groff to call on him "to seek 
his advice and views re: the coming Council." 
- BofM 1918, May 13: Board met to consider offering ABS to relieve him of his financial burdens 
and provide for support of him and his wife. Mr. ABS could give himself, then "wholly to his 
spiritual ministry". Mr. Whiteside and P. Rader to consult with him. 
- BofM 1918, May 18: ABS Correspondence Bible Course turned over to Nyack Schools under 
supervision of W. Turnbull.  
 ABS suggested AW editorial committee be appointed by the Board. There were: Glover, 
Jaderquist, Turnbull and Thompson. J. E. Jaderquist re-appointed Associate Editor. Emma Beere 
had been Managing Editor. 
 ABS signed an agreement turning over his business interests. 
Board appropriated $250 per month for the Simpsons beginning May 1, plus office and travelling 
expenses. 
- CAW 1918, Jan 26, p. 257: editorial: "Due to uninterrupted pressure upon his time and life 
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during the past months, Mr. Simpson has cancelled all public engagements and is quietly resting at 
home." 
- CAW 1918, Feb 2, p. 273: still resting. John Cable and W. M. Turnbull to preach at Tabernacle 
next two Sundays. 
- Feb 17: A. E. Thompson preached at the Tabernacle. 
- Feb 24: F. R. Senft preached at the Tabernacle. Third year, second month of Correspondence 
Bible course delayed. 
- Mar 3: E. O. Jago. 
- CAW 1918, Mar 23, p. 385: editorial, letter of thanks for prayer support. Is stronger, but suffers 
from sleeplessness and high pressure upon nerves and brain. But God is holding him in quietness 
and prayer. 
 "Mr. Simpson wishes to publicly thank God for His great goodness to him in this season of 
retirement, and to express his deep gratitude to the many friends who have been helping by prayer 
so lovingly and faithfully. He is much stronger but still subject to sleeplessness and high pressure 
upon nerves and brain. Every impulse of his heart would press him to take up his full share of 
service. but God is holding in quietness and prayer and he is comforted to remember that 'They 
also serve, who only stand and wait.' He is praying with a full heart for his beloved flock and all 
the departments of the work and all the dear workers. God has been speaking very graciously to 
his heart and he cannot too strongly express his deep thankfulness and trust. His beloved fellow 
workers, who so faithfully are carrying every burden, will accept his deepest thanks, love and 
prayer. 
 Praising for His past and present mercies and waiting and praying for His highest will and 
longing for His word to go forward, Affectionately your pastor, A. B. Simpson. 
- CAW 1918, Mar 30, p. 401: editorial. An explanation by reviewing his busy schedule in 1917. In 
Jan 1918, took his first vacation in 30 years, first at Nyack for a few weeks and then went away. 
(To Clifton Springs, New York, p. 264, Scrapbook) His stand, as always, is one of faith. He is 
steadily improving, but reluctant yet to resume his heavy tasks. 
 "In order to allay the anxiety of Mr. Simpson's many friends, who know of his absence from his 
usual sphere of duty and who may have been disturbed beyond what was necessary by rumours of 
a serious condition, we wish to say that for more than a quarter of a century, Mr. Simpson has 
worked with great intensity and beyond normal strength, never sparing himself. His source of 
supply has been the Lord Himself. 
 During 1917, in addition to much other work, he attended and preached at all summer 
conventions, filled many outside preaching engagements, prepared and wrote a commentary 
covering about 1/3 of the Bible, besides many pamphlets in connection with his Correspondence 
Bible Course, kept up a large and varied correspondence, arranged and conducted two of our 
largest conventions (NY and Old Orchard) and occupied his own pulpit every Sunday when at 
home. Before the close of the year he began to feel the strain of overwork and in January, he felt 
it imperative to take a vacation, the first in 30 years in order to get a complete rest and prevent a 
serious breakdown. He spent the first few weeks at Nyack and then went away for a short time. 
Mr. Simpson's stand now is, as always, one of faith and he is trusting the Lord alone for renewed 
strength and vigour. The friends will rejoice that he is steadily improving; that the Lord is 
graciously helping him from day to day, but he wisely feels a little reluctant to take up too soon 
the many and heavy tasks for which he is responsible." 
- CAW 1918, Apr 6, p. 11: appeared unexpectedly to MTI students on Easter Sunday morning 
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and spoke to them from Rev. 1:4-6. 
- CAW 1918, May 18, p. 97: editorial. Sunday, May 12, closing Sunday. Turnbull and Mr. 
Simpson led in prayer, "opened the very gates of heaven as he prayed." Paul Rader preached in 
the afternoon. 
 "As we go to press, reports of the closing days at the MTI reach us. Sunday, May 12th was 
marked by God's gracious presence with a large company who assembled on the hillside. In the 
morning, Dean Turnbull brought a closing message to the students and the Lord's Supper 
followed. Dr. Simpson was present and seemed to open the very gates of heaven as he poured out 
his heart in tender intercession..." 
- CAW 1918, June, p. 135: Dean Peck preached at the Tabernacle, June 2. p. 137: ABS gave 
testimony at testimony meeting. Thanks God for what He has done "through this humble agency." 
Thanks God for "the privilege of living to see the beginning of the end." And "in answer to your 
prayers, He may still give me more active service." "I congratulate you on the ministry of my dear 
brother, Dr. Glover, and the strong executive leaders God has raised up." 
- AR for 1917 (held in Nyack, 1918) ABS chaired one or two meetings, was present at various 
times. U. Lewis also absent. G. V. Brown and others chaired the sessions. 
- CAW 1918, Aug, p. 308: gave greetings at the opening session. To xerox. "I have talked and 
preached so much in the years that are past that I am excused for a little from this part of the 
work for a season of quietness and silence...and to be a listener and learner at the feet of Jesus." 
- CAW 1918, Sept 21, p. 398: attending the opening meeting at MTI and gave a message. 
- CAW 1918, Oct 26, p. 49: editorial. Influenza epidemic abroad. Dr. Simpson joined with E. D. 
Whiteside, Chandler and Miss McFedries to press the battle against student infestation. Classes 
met for prayer. A few only were stricken. p. 60: editorial. "He transferred some time ago all his 
business affairs and interests to his official brethren, who have kindly taken over his trust." A. E. 
Thompson the treasurer of the committee who have taken on this responsibility. 
- CAW 1918, Dec 21, p. 177: sends an editorial Christmas greeting to his friends and readers. 
Asks God to give to each...the fulness of the blessing of Christ. How great His goodness which 
He has laid up for those who trust Him before the sons of men, ie. open testimony. 
- 1918, Aug: Old Orchard Convention. "In addition to Dr. and Mrs. Simpson who will be present 
as usual..." on the program given Dr. Simpson presided at the opening service, Aug 2, 1918, 3:00 
p.m. The closing Sunday, Paul Rader gave the Annual Missionary Sermon, followed by Annual 
Missionary Offering. There was no other mention of Simpson on the program. CAW 1918, p. 253: 
Old Orchard Convention and program, July 20, 1918. 
- CAW 1918, Sept 7, p. 353: "The Nyack Convention opened last Sunday with a splendid 
attendance and the keen interest. Rev. W. T. MacArthur preached in the morning and evening 
with much acceptance. Many young people came from the surrounding districts on Labour Day to 
enjoy the Rally. The meetings reached a climax in the evening when five outgoing missionary 
recruits gave brief, stirring testimonies that deeply moved the young people present. Mrs. 
Turnbull made a closing appeal for the consecration of lives who which there was a ready and 
large response. God dealt with hearts and turned the current of many lives into His own channels 
of power and service. On Tuesday afternoon, Dr. Simpson brought a special message in the great 
power and blessing..." 
- CAW 1918, Sept 14, p. 369: "Re: the homegoing of Miss Josephine Harris of the Congo. Miss 
Harris had hoped to return to Africa this year. But as the time drew near for sailing, her strength 
ebbed away and after some weeks of suffering, the Lord took her to Himself on Sunday evening, 
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Sept 8th. Dr. Simpson, Dr. Glover and the local pastor assisted Mr. Turnbull in conducting the 
funeral service in the home of her sister at Westfield, New Jersey on Tuesday, Sept 10. There will 
be a more detailed mention later..." 
- CAW 1918, Dec, p. 177: ABS' last Christmas message: "Dr. Simpson's last Christmas message 
to his "parish on paper and family circle of The Alliance Weekly" is a fitting one for this year. As 
he rests from his arduous and fruitful labours, may his words come to us all with deeper meaning 
and inspiration.  
 'May heaven fill this time of remembrance with the over-flowing cup of every blessing. May 
God make it mean the highest things, beloved, to your hearts and homes and to the sacred cause 
which is dearer still to us all. Let us thank God together for the great blessings of the passing year 
and let us ask Him to prepare our hearts for all the sacred meaning of another New Year by a 
fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost and a new vision of the strange and solemn time which He is 
bringing to pass in these closing days of the Christian age. May the pulses of a great joy and yet a 
great responsibility beat high in every heart and keep us in touch with the heart of God, with the 
meaning of our times and the upward calling which is speaking to us so solemnly from on high.'" 
- File also contains an advertisement: "Special Sermons on God's Last Prophetic Words by Rev. 
A. B. Simpson in the Gospel Tabernacle, 44th Street and Eighth Avenue, New York. 
Commencing on Sunday, Jan 13th, [1918] at 10:30 a.m. Subjects: 
1. Jeremiah and Jerusalem 
2. Ezekiel and Armageddon 
3. Daniel's Chart of History 
4. Daniel's Vision of the Messiah 
5. Daniel and the Times of the End 
6. Hosea and God's Covenant with Israel 
7. Joel and the Advent Pentecost 
8. Amos and God's Plan for the Christian Age 
9. Jonah or Israel and the Nations 
10. Micah, or the Mountain of the House of the Lord in the Last Days 
11. Habakkuk, or the March of Jehovah 
12. Haggai, or the Shaking of the Heavens and Earth 
13. Zechariah, or Israel's Tribulation and Deliverance 
14. Malachi, or the Rising of the Sun of Righteousness 
 
Dear Friend: We are on the eve of stupendous things. They have begun [Nov 11, 1917] with the 
capture of Jerusalem a few weeks ago. They have all been foretold in the prophecies of the Bible. 
Your pastor invites you to come and follow this wonderful story the next few weeks in the Gospel 
Tabernacle, 44th Street and Eighth Avenue, New York on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m." 
Stroke early January 18 cancelled these sermons. 
 

A. Activities 
 

1. 1918 
 

a. Board of Managers, 1918 
- BofM 1918, Feb 9: "The Recording Secretary was requested to express to Mr. and Mrs. 
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Simpson the deep regret of the Board on account of their absence from the recent Board 
meetings owing to the need of rest on account of the constant pressure and strain for a 
long time." 
- BofM 1918, Apr 13: "Recording Secretary authorized to call upon the President Mr. 
Simpson at a convenient time and on behalf of the Board with a view of making some 
suitable arrangement for his financial home needs." 
- BofM 1918, Apr 27: "Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Simpson at Clifton Springs for rest." 
- BofM 1918, May 13: "Dr. Glover acting as chairman. The chairman in opening the 
meeting, stated that the object in calling the Board together was to consider the 
advisability of offering to relieve in some measure our President, Dr. A. B. Simpson, of his 
financial burdens and to make proper provision for the support of himself and Mrs. 
Simpson, to the end that Mr. Simpson may be free to give himself wholly to his spiritual 
ministry. With this end in view, a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Whiteside and 
Rader was appointed to consult with Mr. Simpson and report." Members present: 
Whiteside, Jaderquist, Glover, Rader and Groff. 
- BofM 1918, May 18: "Agreement signed by Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Simpson with reference 
to turning over Mr. Simpson's business interests...On motion made by Mr. Richards and 
duly seconded, the Board agreed to appropriate for the support of Mr. and Mrs. Simpson 
$250 per month on the regular pro-rata basis beginning the 1st of May, 1918, also to meet 
the office and travelling expenses not otherwise provided for." 
 "The agreement signed by Mr. and Mrs. Simpson with reference to turning over Mr. 
Simpson's business interests, was received and referred to a special committee consisting 
of Messrs. Groff, Crear, Davies, Jaderquist and Funk, with power to add to their number, 
to work out a plan by which the desired objects can be lawfully obtained and report as 
soon as possible, the committee being given the power to take such immediate action as 
may be necessary." 
 "Letter was received from the President regarding his Correspondence Bible Course 
and the Board agreed to the suggestion that this work be turned over to the Nyack 
Schools, under the charge of Dr. Turnbull, and as further suggested by Mr. Simpson, the 
Board appointed an Editorial committee, consisting of Messrs. Glover, Jaderquist, 
Turnbull and Thompson to be responsible for the management of the Alliance Weekly and 
re-appointed Rev. J. E. Jaderquist as Associate Editor." 
- BofM 1918, Oct 12: Simpson returned to the board meeting, Oct 12. Members present: 
Dr. and Mrs. A. B. Simpson, Messrs Crear, Richards, Glover, Funk, Jaderquist, 
Whiteside, Armstrong, Davies, Turnbull and Thompson. He was able to attend only four 
meetings in 1918 of the Board of Managers: Jan 12, May 15 "Forward Movement" at 
Nyack, Aug 7 at Old Orchard, Oct 12 in NY Board Room (Mrs. ABS also present at 
these meetings). 

    "Resolved: That the Editorial committee be requested to insert in The Alliance 
Weekly a statement to the effect that Dr. Simpson has transferred all of his business affairs 
to a Special Committee." 
(CAW 1918, Oct 26, p. 60: notice re: transferring his business affairs to the official 
brethren) 
- Dr. and Mrs. Simpson present for the Jan 4, 1919 meeting, only time present in 1919. 
Present: Dr. and Mrs. ABS; Lewis, Glover, Forrest, Senft, Shuman, Whiteside, Crear, 
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Richards, Brown, Funk, Jaderquist, Armstrong, Williams, Gates, Turnbull, Thompson, 
Davies. Rev. Wm. Franklin was asked to sit in on this session.  
- BofM 1918, Nov 30: "Resolved: That the committee be instructed to report a general 
proposition for the acquisition of properties of the Simpson estate." 
- BofM 1918, Dec 14: Resolved: That the recommendation of the Special Business 
Committee regarding the acquiring of all of the A. B. Simpson properties with a view to 
liquidating all liabilities of the estate be received for favourable consideration and that a 
detailed report be presented for action to the special meeting called for on Jan 3, 1919. 
 Note pinned to the Dec 14, 1918 minutes: "Special Notice: Every member of the board 
is requested to attend the special meeting, Fri, Jan 3rd, 1919, 10 a.m. at which time the 
whole question of settlement of the AB Simpson estate will be considered." 

 
2. 1919 
- CAW 1919, Apr 5, p. 26: Board of Managers requested constituency everywhere on Good 
Friday, Apr 18th for ABS. Has been under great pressure for many months because of 
physical weakness induced by years of unremitting toil. "There is a growing feeling...that 
God wishes to crown his days with a fresh and blessed ministry...and God is calling us to 
united prayer to this end." 
- CAW 1919, May 24, p. 137: first time he (and she) didn't attend MTI commencement. Sent 
a letter of greeting and congratulation. 
- CAW 1919, Aug 0, p. 318: "Our beloved leader, Dr. A. B. Simpson, is steadily gaining in 
strength. He is enjoying the quietness of his own home on the Nyack hillside. His son 
recently returned home in safety after two years of service with the Canadian army. p. 321: 
did not attend Old Orchard. 
- CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 97: editorial. "How our hearts were thrilled as we listened to Judge 
Clark (Sunday evening service held in the Inst. Chapel at Nyack) of Jamaica tell how, about 
an hour before he was stricken, Dr. Simpson poured out his heart to God for the missionaries 
of that island, Mr. and Mrs. McClare. His last service was a prayer for the missionaries and 
their flock." 
- AW 1937, Aug, p. 500: "We were a hilarious company in those first days of the flush of 
conquest, when with whole-souled enthusiasm, we were certified we should never have to 
adopt glasses, lose our teeth, behold falling or grey hair, nor suffer any impairment of 
physical faculties. Admitting the divine decree, 'It is appointed unto man once to die,' we 
cheerfully accepted Dr. Simpson's axiom, that the new order should be, 'Not as the worm-
eaten fruit falls to the ground ere ripeness has been reached, but as the mellowed apple drops 
by the weight of its attained maturity.' 
 The cherished hope of passing from sleep into the presence of the Lord should we be 
called ere His descent from heaven was the ideal of expectation. And, indeed, this was true 
of Dr. Simpson. Though incapacitated for his full service by the space of about 2 years, he 
yet maintained a measure of spiritual grace and power most precious to those who closely 
companied with him; and at the last passed on without a moment of conscious suffering." by 
Rev. Kenneth MacKenzie, DD. 
- Remembrances by George Ferry. George observed a small building near ABS house. Were 
burned candles in it. George had asked him where he went to get away from people and talk 
with God. This was the place, ABS said. Anne was black lady in ABS home, cook and 
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helper. ABS would leave committee meetings to talk with visitors. George went to train 
often to carry up hill ABS' briefcase. Monday nights ABS taught Bible I in Chapel Hall. 
Howard lived at home some of this time. Was a heavy drinker. ABS would to go train to get 
Howard. George would help him or go alone. 

a. Board of Managers, 1919 
- BofM 1919, Jan 3: "Resolved: That by the concurrent vote of not less than 2/3 of the 
whole number of the Board of Managers of the C&MA the action of the Board at a 
meeting held on May 18, 1918, granting an allowance to Rev. and Mrs. A. B. Simpson of 
$250 a month, pro rata, be confirmed. 
- BofM 1919, Jan 4: "A letter of thanks from Mrs. A. B. Simpson for a token of 
appreciation was received." 
- Bof M 1919, Mar 29: "Authorized Committee on Call for Prayer for Mr. Simpson and 
committee empowered to issue the call," AET, Secretary. 
- CAW 1919, Apr 5, p. 26: "The Board of Managers of the C&MA, at a recent meeting, 
resolved to request all our Alliance branches and friends to unite on Good Friday, Apr 
18th, in special prayer and intercession on behalf of our beloved brother and President, 
Rev. A. B. Simpson. It is probably generally know that he has been great pressure for 
many months because of physical weakness induced by years of unremitting toil without 
change or rest. During this time of trial his testimony as to God's sustaining grace has been 
sweetly maintained, while his ministry of quiet spiritual counsel and personal helpfulness 
has been very precious to those near him. some have felt that God might be giving to him 
an enlarged ministry of intercession by limiting his public ministry since the Spirit of God 
has manifestly used him to bear up before the throne his wide circle of Christian friends, 
his fellow workers and especially the missionaries who are so dear to his heart. But there 
is a growing feeling, on the part of very many, that God wishes to crown his days with a 
fresh and blessed ministry and that the Lord is calling us to united faith and prayer for this 
end. In response to many appeals and deep conviction this call to prayer is issued. All our 
readers are invited to pray with us, assembling themselves for the purpose, so far as 
possible, asking God to speak anew to our brother's heart and to all our hearts, to 
inbreathe faith for restoration of his bodily vigour and to give back to the Christian 
Church, for these difficult days, the great, good gift of our leader's unique ministry." 
- BofM 1919, May 5: "Committee of Dr. Glover and Turnbull be appointed to consult 
with Mrs. Simpson with regard to obtaining a nurse for Dr. Simpson." AET, Secretary. 
- BofM 1919, May 17: "Resolved: that Paul Rader be made Director General of the 
Society." Received. 
- BofM 1919, June 25: "Resolved: that Rev. A. B. Simpson be Editor-Emeritus of The 
Alliance Weekly and that his name so appear..." 
- BofM 1919, Sept 16: "Resolved: that $50 per month be paid from June 1st, 1919 for 
nurse for the care of Dr. A. B. Simpson and deduct $50 a month from now on from the 
$250 a month paid Dr. Simpson." 
- BofM 1919, Sept 30: "Motion made and adopted that the Board provide for nurse for 
Dr. Simpson at our expense." 

 
B. Fiftieth Anniversary (of entry into ministry) 
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- CAW 1915, Sept 18, p. 385: (in 8 1/2 x 11 file) editorial re: Mr. Simpson going to Hamilton 
and concealing in modesty the celebration from his New York co-labourers. Preached twice on 
Sunday (morning text, II Corinthians 5:20, same text as inaugural sermon 50 years before, p. 
401) Monday delivered a lecture, "These Fifty Years". Board of Managers sent a 
congratulatory telegram.  
- CAW 1915, Oct 2, p. 11: "A Personal Testimony", in 8 1/2 x 11 file. 
- Hamilton Spectator 1915, Saturday, Sept 11, no 9, p. 11: "Knox Church, corner James and 
Cannon Streets, Minister: Rev. S. Banks Nelson, DD, Phone 314. Rev. A. B. Simpson of New 
York will preach at both services; the jubilee of his ordination." 
- Hamilton Times 1915, Monday, Sept 13, no 10: "Golden Jubilee of Dr. Simpson: 
Celebrated in the Church in Which He Was Ordained; Celebrated Preached Was in Knox 
Church Yesterday: Rev. A. B. Simpson of New York, who fifty years ago was ordained in 
Knox Presbyterian Church, this city, occupied the pulpit of that edifice yesterday and this 
evening will deliver a lecture in the schoolroom, in celebration of the golden jubilee of his 
ordination. Despite the heavy downfall of rain, there was a large attendance at the morning 
service and again in the evening, the church was crowded. Rev. Dr. Simpson, preaches in 
Gospel Tabernacle, New York. 
 Knox Presbyterian Church were not the only people who took cognizance of the jubilee. 
Previously to the morning service, Rev. Dr. Nelson received a night lettergram from William 
Turnbull, general secretary of the Christian Missionary Society, extending congratulations to 
Dr. Simpson and to Knox Church on having him with them. 
 The morning sermon was based on the text [sic] Corinthians 11:5-20, 'Now, then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be 
ye reconciled to God.' 
 Rev. Dr. Simpson spoke for over an hour and urged earnestly that one and all give 
themselves wholly to God and His work. He related many personal experiences of 
opportunities he had taken advantage of to do God's work and told a great many stories, 
showing the great necessity of being prepared for death. Every Christian should be an 
ambassador to sinners from Christ and ever ready to be at His work." 

 
C. His Death 

 
- Katherine Brennen records: he suffered at stroke the day that Allenby entered Jerusalem, Dec 
17. (Questionable, see CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 98, right col, last par). Was overjoyed [at 
Allenby's entry]. In College, wrote an essay, won a scholarship "Preparation of the World for 
the Millennial Reign". Went to rest at Clifton Springs after the stroke. Mabel Brennen and 
Katherine visited him there. 
 Sophie (Lichtenfels)  was buried the day after ABS at Tabernacle. Was with the work since 
earliest days. She lived in a tiny corner of the Tabernacle, p. 26, Brennen. 
- Accounts of his death: New York Times 1919, Oct 30: 13.3. CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 98. 
Xerox. George Ferry, Hamilton, Ohio helped prepare his burial. 
- AW 1920, May 29, p. 134: editorials. "After a brief and inspiring message by the President, 
Mr. Rader, the service closed and the large gathering went out to a spot on the hillside between 
the Institute and Administration buildings where a grave had been dug and a cement vault 
placed within preparatory to depositing there the mortal remains of our much beloved founder 
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and late President, Rev. A. B. Simpson, which had been brought from the temporary resting 
place in a vault at Woodlawn Cemetery, New York City. Two long lines were formed and the 
box containing the casket was carried to the grave and laid at rest by the loving hands of 
missionaries. Dogwood blossoms and lilac blooms were dropped into the grave by each one 
who passed by and 'Jesus Only' and other hymns were sung, Mr. Rader presiding. David Crear, 
intimately associated with Dr. Simpson for more than a third of a century, voiced the closing 
prayer and we believe each delegate renewed more earnestly his prayerful determination to 'Be 
True' to our glorious Christ Jesus and to the great work of carrying in life and message the 
Four-fold Gospel throughout the world. 
 It was the request of the Board and many others that the body of Mr. Simpson should be 
buried at Nyack, where he lived and laboured so many years. It was no small sacrifice on the 
part of Mrs. Simpson and the family to forego their plan to take the body to Canada, to the 
family lot, but they saw the fitness of the change to Nyack and heartily gave their consent. 
From this outlook of vision hundreds of consecrated lives have gone forth to all the world and 
shall, with a multitude of redeemed souls greet our beloved leader in the presence of the King 
and crown Him Lord of all." 
- Will: at his funeral: "There was no will; he had nothing to bequeath." There was a will, is in 8 
1/2 x 11 file, signed May 13, 1919. Bequeath all property, real and personal to Margaret L. 
Simpson, his wife. 
- Death: 1919, Oct 29, Wednesday, early morning. 
- File also contains of a copyrighted poem by ABS: 

Trust and Rest 
 
Trust and rest in Christ for healing, 
Lean Thy head upon His breast; 
Nothing from His love can sever 
Those who fully trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest for full salvation, 
Till the land is all possessed, 
God will seal your consecration, 
As you simply trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest in Christ for healing, 
You who are with pain oppressed; 
Do not wait for sign or feeling, 
Claim His promise, trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest in hours of sorrow, 
Every wrong shall be redressed 
 

In some happy bright tomorrow! 
If you only trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest when all around thee 
Puts thy faith to sorest test; 
Let no fear or foe confound thee, 
Wait for God and trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest with heart abiding, 
Like a birdling in its nest, 
Underneath His feathers hiding, 
Fold thy wings and trust and rest. 
 
Trust and rest till gentle fingers 
Fold thy hands across thy breast, 
While the echo softly lingers, 
Everlasting trust and rest. 

 
1. Funeral 
- From CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 97-100, editorials:  
 Funeral service on Sunday morning, Nov 2 at New York Tabernacle. A. E. Thompson 
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presided. Funk, Fitch, Jago, W. Turnbull, D. Crear, Mr. Pope, Arthur J. Phillips, L. K. 
Brubaker, Dr. Marquis, et all expressed their gratitude for ABS.  
 Sunday afternoon, students lined the pathway of a procession carrying the flower-laden 
casket up the Hillside from his home to the Institute Chapel. Students maintained an honour 
guard 2 nights (Sunday and Monday) and a day (Monday). 
 Sunday evening, second service at the Institute Chapel, Dean Turnbull presiding. Students 
bore testimony to Simpson's blessing on their lives. 
 Nov 3, Monday afternoon funeral at Nyack. Dr. Turnbull gave the message much of it 
preserved on p. 98,99 of CAW 1919, Nov 8. Other tributes given by R. A. Forrest, A. E. 
Funk, Henri De Vries, T. P. Gates and Greg Mantle. 
 Nov 4, Tuesday noon at Gospel Tabernacle, New York City. 6:00 a.m., Tuesday, similar 
student procession removed the casket to the "lower level", ie. Simpson's home to be taken 
to New York. Board members, Tabernacle elders, missionaries, home workers and 
denominational representatives filled the platform. Ulysees Lewis presided. Those 
participating: Senft, Jaderquist, Whiteside, Dr. Shaw, Philpott, Mackenzie, Charles 
Trumbull, J. D. Williams, A. E. Thompson, W. Turnbull and Paul Rader. Margaret Simpson 
Buckman sang an unpublished hymn. Temporarily buried at Woodlawn Cemetery. 
- CAW 1919, Nov 8, p. 97-99: xeroxed in file. 
 
- BofM 1919, Nov 4: "Arrangements were perfected for conducting of funeral services for 
Dr. A. B. Simpson who died Oct 29, 1919." 
- BofM 1919, Nov 5: Funeral expenses for Dr. A. B. Simpson. "Moved, seconded and 
adopted that the Board divide the expenses of the funeral of our late President with the 
Gospel Tabernacle, the church having already agreed to meet half the expense." Allowance 
for Mrs. Simpson. "Motion made and seconded that the monthly allowance granted by the 
Board to Mr. and Mrs. Simpson shall be continued till further notice. Carried." "Resolved: 
that a committee consisting of Messrs. Crear, Turnbull and Thompson be appointed to 
consult with Mrs. Simpson concerning the future financial arrangement and report back to 
the Board." 
- File also contains a photograph of ABS' funeral procession, with the casket carried by the 
pallbearers down a road lined by MTI students.  
- File also contains 6 death announcements, some of which were mailed to friends in other 
cities: "'With Christ, which is far better.' Rev. Albert B. Simpson fell asleep in Jesus at his 
home, Nyack, New York, on the twenty-ninth day of October, Nineteen Hundred and 
Nineteen. Funeral service, Tuesday, November 4, at twelve o'clock. The Gospel Tabernacle, 
New York City."  
- File also contains 2 small cards [to be used to reserve seats at the funeral?]: "Gospel 
Tabernacle, Tuesday, November Fourth, Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen. For to me to live 
is Christ and to die is gain. Philippians 1:21. Reserved until 11:45 a.m." 
- File also contains a card: "Mrs. Simpson and family acknowledge with grateful appreciation 
your loving expression of tender sympathy in their bereavement. Until He Come. Nyack-on-
Hudson." 

 
D. Post-Death 
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- BofM 1919, Nov 5: "Moved and seconded that we respectfully present to Mrs. Simpson and 
her family the loving suggestion which has come to us that the remains of Dr. Simpson be laid 
to rest upon the Nyack hillside where a monument could be erected by world-wide cooperation 
in gathering materials from the mission fields and home land which would be a constant 
memorial and source of inspiration to succeeding generations of students and to all our Alliance 
friends and other visitors until Jesus comes." 
 "Resolved that a committee consisting of Messrs. Crear, Turnbull and Thompson confer with 
Mrs. Simpson concerning the publication of the life of Dr. Simpson, making arrangements with 
her whereby all the profits will be given to her. Adopted." 
- CAW 1919, Nov 15, p. 113: editorial. Lead verse: "Moses my servant is dead; now therefore 
arise." Joshua 1:2. 
 Our best tribute to ABS is to set our face in life and ministry to the main emphases of his life, 
to make Christ known in all His fulness, 4-fold gospel. 
 Board of Managers set apart the night of the funeral in New York for a season of prayer for 
the many Alliance interests. Next day spent in executive session, 18 members present. 
 Paul Rader moved into the presidency; Ulysses Lewis was appointed vice-president.  
 An official volume of Simpson's life and ministry is being prepared by the Editorial 
Committee in cooperation with Mrs. Simpson. "Most of the material is already collected." p. 
113. 
- BofM 1919, Nov 25: "Report of the Committee appointed to confer with Mrs. Simpson 
regarding the publication of Dr. Simpson's biography is as follows: 
 Since the same brethren were appointed to take up the matter of Mrs. Simpson's financial 
arrangements, the plans for publishing Mr. Simpson's life were discussed with Mrs. Simpson on 
the same occasion. 
 It was mutually agreed that in conformity with the previous action of the Board, the expense 
of editing the volume, including secretarial help, should be advanced to the committee by the 
Board and that out of esteem for Mrs. Simpson, and with loving remembrance of her service in 
connection with our leader, all proceeds from royalties upon the biography should be given to 
her, but that in order to protect the volume in the future, the copyright should be the property 
of the Alliance. 
 Since the manuscript of a number of unpublished poems is already well in hand, the 
committee included the publishing of this volume in the discussion and arranged that it should 
be issued upon the same basis with respect to royalties and copyright as the biography. 
 The Committee would therefore recommend that this arrangement already approved by the 
Board, be confirmed and that Mrs. Simpson be informed by the Secretary of this final and 
official action.  
 Report received and adopted." 
- BofM 1919, Nov 25: "The committee appointed to confer with Mrs. Simpson with reference 
to her finances reported that they met Mrs. Simpson personally and expressed to her the desire 
of the Board to make arrangements for the care of her needs that would be sufficiently ample to 
remove all anxiety for the future from her mind. The Committee had previously agreed that the 
provision of $150 per month and the payment of the taxes and interest on mortgage on her 
home would be reasonable. This was suggested to Mrs. Simpson and she expressed herself as 
quite pleased and touched by the thought of the Board, and satisfied with this provision. 
 The Committee had in mind the fact that she is being assured of all the royalties from the sale 
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of the biographies of Dr. Simpson and his volume of hitherto unpublished poems. Also in the 
future it may be necessary to make some special provision for a nurse or other care in case of 
sickness or infirmity. The Committee therefore begs to recommend that the above financial 
arrangements be approved by the Board. Moved and seconded that the report of the committee 
be approved and that this arrangement go into effect Jan 1, 1920. Carried. 
 Moved and seconded that the funeral expenses of Dr. Simpson be paid and the matter 
referred to the Finance Committee." 
- BofM 1919, Nov 25: "Motion made and seconded that Mr. Crear and Mr. Funk be appointed 
as a committee to confer with an artist to paint a portrait of Dr. Simpson and that we give them 
our moral support, they to report back to the Board. Carried." 
- BofM 1919, Nov 5: "Resolved: that the publication of Dr. Simpson's complete works be 
referred to the Publication Department with instructions to act at once. Adopted." 
- BofM 1925, Jan 6, p. 5: "Recommendation Number 3: Whereas, there is dire necessity of 
preserving Dr. Simpson's messages to our on-coming Alliance preachers and missionaries and 
whereas there is need of a much wider distribution of his message in popular form, we 
therefore, recommend that the Publication Department be permitted to appeal to God and our 
people for $25,000. The funds to be used to get out a complete edition of the "Christ in the 
Bible" exposition and the "Colportage" Library, and the returns to be applied to perpetuating 
these works and to meeting the deficit in our Department." 
- BofM 1925, Jan 19: "Dr. Turnbull made a verbal report on the editing of Dr. Simpson's 
books. He was requested to bring in a further report before deciding on publication." 
- BofM 1925, Apr 4: "Protection of Copyrights: After full investigation by our department, it 
was found impossible for any, aside from the family of the late Dr. Simpson, to renew any 
copyrights on any works copyrighted in the name of Dr. Simpson. This matter was referred 
over to a meeting of the Board of Managers for a decision on the following day." 
- BofM 1920, May 20: Thompson sent to Toronto to see Mr. Gregg re: the liquidation of the 
Simpson estate and other Alliance objectives. 
- BofM 1920, June 15: Mr. Gregg pledged $25,000 to help clear the C&MA of all 
indebtedness. 
- Later, Mrs. ABS allowance raised from $150 to $200 per month. Margaret Buckman wrote 
the request. 
- BofM 1920, Sept 28: Progress with Revell Publishing Company re: the publication of the life 
of ABS. To print 2500 copies for Society, 2500 copies for Revell (so, Publication Committee 
minutes, Sept 21, 1920).  
- BofM 1920, Nov 30: Emma Beere given $150 for assisting Mr. Thompson in preparing life of 
ABS and Miss Manville for similar work. 
- BofM 1920, Dec 28: Sale of book going well. $2 to Nov 1st, then $2.50 [price of book?]. 
Mrs. ABS paid 10% royalty on Revell's sales. 
- BofM 1921, Dec 28: Report on Memorial stone and block around burial place on the Hillside. 
Xerox minute. 

 
1. Library of 
- BofM 1923, p. 53: Committee with Mrs. ABS, disposal of. Divided to Headquarters, MTI 
and Simpson Bible Institute. p. 59: to be moved in a few days. p. 63: library now at MTI 
awaiting distribution according to Mrs. ABS wishes. 
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2. Appraisals of 

 
a. Healing 
- R. Kelso Carter. "Faith Healing" Reviewed After Twenty Years. Boston: Christian 
Witness Company, 1897. p. 16-18, 19. 
 "During the years 1881-1885 in this country existed the "wonder" stage of the modern 
development of "Faith Healing", the daily press taking up the subject and reporting 
remarkable cases of cure at considerable length...Some of the cases of cures in those days 
attracted wide notice and were discussed by secular and religious papers at great length, 
calling out expressions of approval or condemnation, but tending always to spread the 
interest in the subject and to awaken faith in any earnest minds. 
 About the middle of this period, Rev. A. B. Simpson of New York who had withdrawn 
from the Presbyterian Church in order to give himself more entirely to work among the 
masses of the city, visited us at Old Orchard during the Dr. Cullis convention and after 
remaining a few days, went up to Intervale in the White Mountains and there was himself 
healed of heart trouble. Returning to New York into a large and active church, the largest 
missionary training college in the country, and a foreign missionary movement under the 
"Christian Alliance", the growth of which has been most phenomenal. In all his teachings 
Dr. Simpson has given a little more prominence to "Faith Healing" than Dr. Cullis did, but 
has never allowed the subject to claim more than a fraction of time or attention, holding, 
as Cullis did, that the spiritual matters are much more important. With Dr. Simpson, in 
very many of his conventions, the writer has also been closely associated, though never in 
any way connected with his work. 
 The "nine-days wonder" concerning Faith Healing has long ago subsided. The daily 
press no longer concerns itself with the cases of today, unless some circumstances 
conspire to make it very peculiar or on account of some purely local interest. The theory, 
however, has added many believers in all parts of the world and most of the teachers and 
writers mentioned have continued to advocate it in their meetings and writings..." 
- CAW 1919, Jan 24, p. 296: "Divine Healing as Preached and Practised by ABS" by K. 
Mackenzie, 6 paragraph article. Cullis' view: faith in the promises. ABS: redemption in the 
Cross for soul and body plus living in Christ, ie. Himself. "Once I sought for healing, now 
Himself alone." Christ is our sufficiency. 

 
3. Honours Bestowed 

 
- DD degree: K. Mackenzie states that such an honour was offered ABS but that he returned 
to the sender the parchment and the hood with an expression of appreciation. ABS feared 
two things: that he be elevated above the lowliest of his brethren and that in accepting this 
distinction, he might fail of the Lord's benediction and his work lose the Divine approval, AW 
1937, May 22, p. 324. Margaret Simpson Buckman states in a letter to Dr. McKaig that she 
remembers the incident as also did ABS' secretary, Miss Emma Beere. Miss Beere thinks the 
institution was Taylor University, but is not certain. I have written to Taylor, but they have 
no record. 
 In Wingspread, p. 129, Tozer states that he refused "the degree of DD offered him by a 
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southern college in recognition of his scholarship and outstanding accomplishments." He 
derived this story from Ken Mackenzie. 
 See p. 28 of Edward L. Warren's book "Presbyterian church in Louisville". Apparently 
given for his aggressive Presbyterian ministry. Did Knox College give it? 
- CA 1889, May, p. 65: in article re: the College, is spoken of as Dr. Simpson. Harriett 
Waterbury, assistant editor. 
- CA 1889, June, p. 74: article re: independent church in Philadelphia refers to the pastor, 
Rev. William A. Phillips, as a student of A. B. Simpson, DD of New York. 
- Letter from Margaret Mae, Nov 19, 1946: Check K. Mackenzie's article of ABS death. 
Margaret doesn't know. Was going to find the answer. 
- CAW 1912, June 29, p. 199: a letter of appreciation from General Council re: turning over 
to the Society his Publishing Company. Heading: Resolution re: Rev. A. B. Simpson, DD. 
Signed: R. H. Glover and J. D. Williams. 

 
4. Influence of ABS 
- Article given by a Miss F__? of the Soudan Interior Mission periodical Intercom, Dec 
1977. "The Marvel of God's Long-Range Planning: William Geddes of Prince Edward 
Island, eastern Canada, was the first Canadian to go overseas as a missionary. In 1848 he 
made the long sea voyage to Aneityum, in the South Sea Islands. 
 Shortly before leaving home, he was asked to baptize a small baby. during the service, 
Geddes felt compelled in his prayer to dedicate the infant to overseas missionary service. The 
infant was Albert B. Simpson, who became the founder of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance.  
 When Geddes came home for his first furlough [1864] after 21 years in Aneityum, he 
inquired about the infant whom he had dedicated to missionary service and was told that the 
young man was now a Presbyterian minister, at Knox Church, Hamilton, Ontario. 
 Geddes immediately travelled to Hamilton, 1167 miles and told Simpson that in his 
baptism he had been dedicated to serve the Lord overseas. Simpson, largely through the 
influence of his mother, had maintained an interest in Geddes' work and had prayed for him 
all his adult life. But after Geddes' visit, he became increasingly concerned for the vast areas 
of the world not yet evangelized. 
 Simpson was prevented from going overseas; however, God had other plans for him. In 
November 1879 he felt led by God to accept a call to the Thirteenth Street Presbyterian 
Church, New York City, where he could 'keep in touch with the lines radiating to the ends of 
the earth.' 
 In 1882, he established the Missionary Training College for Home and Foreign 
Missionaries and Evangelists on Eighth Avenue. The school was later moved to Nyack, New 
York State. 
 In 1890-1891, Walter Gowans and Tom Kent attended Simpson's Missionary Training 
College. By the time they completed the 12-month course, the burden for the world's 
unreached millions had been laid upon them. They knew that God was leading them to the 
Sudan. 
 Walter returned to Toronto before going overseas and during the weeks at home he 
passed on to his mother, Margaret Gowans, his burden for the people of the Sudan. 
 One Sunday (Lindsey Reynolds: the day of the dedication and opening of Bethany Chapel, 
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May 1893), after Walter had left for England, Mrs. Gowans invited Rowland Bingham to her 
home for dinner after the morning church service. Rowland described that visit: 'She 
commenced to talk of the Sudan that was calling her son. She had gone over that picture so 
often that she could paint the whole scene before me. She led me on from the rising waters 
that grew into the great Niger River and without a map carried me across the vast extent 
between the lordly Niger and the great Nile. Before I closed that first interview in her home 
she had placed upon me the burden of the Sudan.' 
 A year before, Bingham had been moved by Adoniram Judson Gordon of Boston, who 
had visited Toronto, to offer his life for service wherever the Lord would lead him. Now, 
from Mrs. Gowans, he had received the direction that he had been praying for. Within a few 
weeks he was with Walter in England. 
 So the vision was passed from Geddes to Simpson, to Walter Gowans, to Walter's mother 
and finally to Bingham. It took over 40 years, but God's purpose was accomplished." 
 
5. Institutions of ABS 
- What institutions did ABS first establish? 

a. Chair of evangelism, Nov 1881. 
b. Publishing house, 1882. 
c. Berachah Home, 1883, May 16 at 331 West 34th Street; 1884, July at 328 West 23rd 
Street. 
d. College, 1883, Monday Oct 1 at 446 8th Avenue near 23rd; 1883, Christmas time, 
Grand Opera Hall, 8th Avenue and 23rd. 
e. Missionary Society, 1887. 
f. Christian Alliance, 1887. 

 
6. Purposes of ABS 
- "What Simpson sought was not a mission divorced from the normal activity of a church, 
but a church which had within it the life and function of a mission." p. 42, Daryl Westwood 
Cartmel. "Mission Policy and Program of A. B. Simpson", MA thesis, Hartford Seminary. 
- The Student Volunteer slogan was adopted by Simpson. Evangelizing meant adequate 
communication, not conversion. There was no reason why this could not be accomplished in 
a given generation. "It was the die in which he cast his whole mission program." Ibid, p. 151. 
Matthew 24:14 became the Scriptural watchword for this ideal. See Annual Report, p. 62 
[year unspecified]. 
- "The church Simpson founded came into being in spite of him. It grew out of his 
compelling sense of mission, not out of a theological discovery of the church. The mission 
came first and the church grew out of the mission." Cartmel, p. 141. "The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance was born and raised to accomplish a mission. Only in reference to the 
ends it was created to achieve can the history of this church be understood." Ibid, p. 150. 

 
7. Tributes to ABS 
- "It is not our purpose to unduly exalt the man. Dr. Simpson, servant of God that he was, 
would be the last to desire that. Rather we want humbly to accept these exalted gifts as from 
the giver of every good and perfect gift and return thanks to Him from the depths of our 
hearts and to determine in our hearts that we shall read what he has written, follow the vision 
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he has committed to us and acquit ourselves in this our generation as he did in his with a 
clear conscience before God." AW 1943, Dec 11, p. 791. "The Pen of a Ready Writer", by 
Rev. David J. Fant, Publications Secretary. 
- AW 1930, Jan, p. 6: 

A Tribute to A. B. Simpson By. E. L. Whitaker 
On the beautiful hillside at Nyack, 
Stands a monument sacred--sublime, 
To a life that was laid down for others, 
And whose fruitage abides for all time. 
 
His prospect in life was most charming, 
His talents by all clearly seen; 
But a vision from God changed the prospect, 
As a lost world was thrown on the screen. 
 
A struggle with self for the mastery, 
Then a purpose was formed in his heart. 
With him wrestled an angel 'till daybreak, 
He cried, "I'll not let thee depart. 

"Till Thou bless me and make me a blessing, 
And send me where I cannot go." 
"The harvest truly is plenteous," 
But the labourers feeble and slow. 
 
In reply God's messenger touched him, 
And his strength was withered away; 
But the strength of Another was given 
To abide 'till life's closing day. 
 
In the strength of His might he went forward 
'Till millions had heard the glad sound, 
And an army of labourers mustered 
To take up the work he laid down.

May the vision keep clear on the hillside, 
'Till Christ in His glory shall come, 

 

And the sacrifice never be waiting, 
By our leader so nobly begun.

- "When Dr. Simpson talked to a person in a personal ordinary talk, it was as though there 
was no one else on earth, no other interest but just the person he was talking to." Mrs. 
Charlton, who was in his classes. (quote was found in one of the ABS Christ in the Bible 
series given to the Library by Rev. George W. Crook, Berwick, Maine, May 1977) 
- AW 1919, Dec 27, p. 238: "Rev. A. B. Simpson was chosen of God to give the world the 
closing message for this age. He was a highly polished shaft in God's hand. He was a most 
profound, clear and helpful teacher and preacher of God's Word. As a friend, as tender and 
loving as a mother. As a defender of the truth, he was a bold as a lion and meek as a lamb. 
Those who knew him best, loved him most. One of the greatest of God's saints has slipped 
from us and will be waiting to meet and greet us in the air, at the near coming of our Lord. 
His words and works will still live with us." by G. N. Elderidge, Pastor Bethel Temple, Los 
Angeles, California. 
- AW 1925, Oct 24, p. 718: "Memories of ABS" by George W. Ridout, Pentecostal Herald, 
Professor at Asbury. 

 
8. Memories of ABS 

 
- File is empty! 

 
9. Memorial Testimonies 

 
- Articles by K. Mackenzie in K. Mackenzie 8 1/2 x 11 file. 
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- AW 1920: 
"Fruits of a Life of Faith" by C. A. Blanchard, p. 310. Little additional info. 
"A Reminiscence" by W. T. MacArthur, is xeroxed. Praying for a girl, sick with diphtheria. 
"A Reminiscence of Rev. ABS" by W. T. MacArthur. Re: a cultured, wealthy woman in love 
with a demon, p. 325, Aug 21. 
Editorial, Dec 25, p. 611. Reporting birthday celebration of ABS at the Institute. Founder's 
Day celebration. Edith L. Loop, California presented her painting of ABS to Mrs. Simpson. 
She presented it to the Institute. 
- AW 1925, p. 718: Dr. Ridout. 

 

X. Non-Alliance Interests 
 
- Ecumenical Missionary Conference, New York City, Saturday, Apr 21, 1900. D. LeLacheur and 
A. E. Funk, delegates, Apr, p. 240. Editorial re: the opening, p. 276. Conducted at Carnegie Hall 
and Central Presbyterian Church, p. 283. Editorial, delegates 2300, p. 294. Notes glean from 
Conference, p. 300, 318. 
 
 
 

XI. Presbyterian Pastor 
 

A. Hamilton 
- Re-visits in Sept 1894 and comments on his previous Presbyterian ministry, CA 1894, Sept, p. 
290. Xerox it. Oldest Presbyterian Church in Hamilton. Over 1000 members, 2nd largest 
Presbyterian church in Canada. 8 pastors during the century. There on the anniversary of his 
ordination. Dr. Mungo Fraser, a classmate, is present pastor. Preach to ca 1500 in his former 
church. They received his "advanced views" with appreciation. Visited cemetery, many friends, 
brother Howard, father-in-law, child (Melville Jennings) and grandchild, plus his parents. 
Professors and pastors gone. "Every Canadian one meets seems to say, 'I can'". First syllable of 
her name, p. 291. 
- Hamilton Spectator 1871, Tuesday morning, Jan 3: "The usual New Years morning prayer 
service was held in the Lecture Room of Knox Church Monday morning. At the close Mrs. R. 
Osborne, Mrs. John Alexander stepped forward to the platform and handed the pastor, in behalf 
of the congregation, a sealed envelope containing the following words: 'To the Rev. A. B. 
Simpson, please accept from your congregation a New Years gift of $334.' It came as a 
complete surprise to the pastor who seemed very much affected by the kindness of his people. 
He thanked them in suitable terms and at the same time acknowledged on behalf of Mrs. 
Simpson the gift to her of the handsome set of mink furs from an anonymous member of the 
congregation. He expressed his sense of the uninterrupted and remarkable kindness which they 
both had received from all parties during the period of nearly six years and assured them of his 
deep and unceasing interest in their welfare. 
 Mr. John Alexander then spoke of the 'very happy manner and complete harmony of feeling 
that animated the congregation and the deep attachment of everyone to their pastor and of the 
remarkable success which had attended his labour.' He also referred to the fact that the 
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congregation was now in a more prosperous condition in all its departments than ever before." 
- CA 1894, June, p. 621: "I remember once in my early ministry, calling upon a dying man who 
had just accepted Christ as his Saviour. They physicians had given him up to die and he was not 
expected to survive the night. His religious joy was so great that I remained with him for hours, 
unwilling to turn away from even one word of the wonderful things he was continually uttering, 
as he seemed to speak from the very gates of glory and to have a transfigured life. 
 Never in all my subsequent experience have I met a case so filled with the joy and rapture of 
the eternal world. It surely seemed as if heaven were opened on earth. 
 Late in the night I bade him 'good-bye', never expecting to see him again alive. But when I 
called the next morning, I was astonished to find that he was almost entirely well and the 
doctors were utterly unable to explain the strange transition. But one of them admitted that it 
must be the extraordinary stimulus that came to him from his extreme happiness. It seemed like 
a draught from the very wine of heaven. 
 Although at that time I knew nothing of Divine healing, yet I have always attributed his 
extraordinary recovery to the influence of the Holy Spirit that so filled his entire being." 

 
 
 
B. Louisville 

 
- Left Louisville probably Thursday night train, Nov 20. On train Friday, Nov 21, arrived in 
NYC, p. 151, Scrapbook. First sermon, Sunday a.m., Nov 23. Text: Acts 1:7,8, Ibid. Mr. 
Bevan preached in p.m. 
- �A Scotch divine, a Greek scholar enter the Chesnut St. Presbyterian church at Louisville in 
the 1875s. He heard a praying voice in the vestry, peeked in, but quickly retreated. On his 
knees, arms outstretched and face aglow, a man in his early 30s was praying and saying, "Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus!" 
 Later in New York, this same man popularized the phrase, "Jesus Only". His magazine 
carried the explanatory sub-title, "For the Fulness of Jesus." In England first, and soon in 
America, a sermon he preached over there became renown. Its title: "Himself". He wrote a 
hymn by the same name. Of his 80 plus book, the Christ in the Bible series is the best known. 
Jesus Christ was the centre of his faith and love and devotion.� [Unidentified quote in JSS' 
handwriting] 
  
C. New York 

 
- Began, Nov 1879. Resigned, Nov 7, 1881 (two years). Sat in the pulpit on November 13, 
Sun, made a few farewell remarks. Rev. Alexander McLean preached. 
- In Mar 1881, his address 214 West 15th Street, NYC. GIAL, p. 140. In Oct 1881, his address 
123 West 13th Street, NYC. GIAL, p. 188, Vol. 4. 
Garfield, James Abram 
Born: 1831, Nov 19, at Orange, Cuyahogo County, Ohio Died: 1881, Sept 19 at Elberon, New 
Jersey; ABS preached at Fulton Street Prayer Meeting, anniversary the date of Garfield's 
funeral.  
- 1881, Mar 4: became 20th president of USA. Chester Arthur, Vice-President. 
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- 1881, July 2: shot at a DC railway station, en route to Williams College. Assailant was 
Charles J. Guiteau, a US Grant supporter. They were called "Stalwarts". 

 

XII. Biographical Materials 
 

- CAW 1919, Nov 29, p. 145: editorial. AET agreed to edit the biography of ABS, as requested 
by the Editorial Committee (presumably A. W. Ed. Committee) "in co-operation with several 
Alliance brethren and other prominent leaders of Christian thought in America." 

 

XIII. Appraisals of  
 

A. Critical 
 

- File is empty! 
 

 
B. Negative 

 
- "In view of the fact that he held meetings at all such cities, ie, New York, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, etc, for the prayer of faith in sickness and anointing with oil according to the 
command of James 5:14, criticism was rife; and the press graphically described these 
innovations. Facts were distorted and exaggerations ran riot. 
 Yet one newspaper was honest enough to say,'Think what we may of these people, they do 
show the fruit of their faith in their testimony and their joyous countenances. They are not 
oppressed as most of us are with physical infirmities and evidently their homes are not cluttered 
with medicine bottles, their desks encumbered with unpaid doctors' bills." [unidentified quote] 
- CA 1888, May, p. 65: "A writer in the Christian Witness, published in Boston by Messrs. 
McDonald and Gill, in reviewing a new volume by Dr. Steele, entitled "Antinomianism 
Revived", is pleased to speak of the editor of this journal as teaching among other things, the 
doctrines of Antinomianism and especially the doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness, to the 
neglect and ignoring of sanctification. The writer seems to imply that we do not teach anything 
more than the doctrine of justification and that this privilege may be enjoyed entirely apart from 
the spiritual experience of the grace of God and a sanctified heart. Such assumptions are 
grossly ignorant and unjust. The writer is pleased to place us, with Mr. Moody and Major 
Whittle, among these false teachers of Antinomianism. These honoured brethren can answer for 
themselves, or rather, let the Lord answer for them, as he is gloriously doing. But all who know 
anything of the writings or teachings for which we are personally responsible, are aware that we 
insist uncompromisingly upon the necessity on the part of all Christ's disciples who would stand 
approved at His coming, of a personal [sic] and personal union, in the depths of our being, with 
the Lord Jesus as our living Head, and the continual and complete source of our entire spiritual 
life; and the participation not only in the benefits of his sacrifice on Calvary, but in his imparted 
life and holiness, as the very substance of our spiritual existence. And, moreover, we believe 
that God does not only require our personal sanctification, but equally demands the 
sanctification of our religious newspapers and our editorial pews. 
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 In all seriousness, it is time for journals professing to deal with the loftiest of all themes, to 
be themselves spotless examples of that highest grace of holiness, Christian charity and the 
sterling graces of truth and fairness." 

 
C. Positive 

 
- "A human life, filled with the presence and power of God, is one of God's choicest gifts to His 
church and to the world. A. T. Pierson re: George Müller, p. 15. 
- To marriage: as a young man, ABS was a serious Christian. Example: his vows, see Cartmel, 
p. 6. This should be remembered in his later Christian experiences. 
- CAW 1919, Dec 20, p. 219: by E. D. Whiteside, his appearance and effect on EDW. Coffee 
spilled on him at Keuka. 
- CA 1894, Nov, p. 506: by A. T. Pierson in Missionary Review of the World. "Our good 
brother, Dr. Pierson, in the last number of the Missionary Review of the World, makes the 
following kind reference to our work... 'It is quite obvious that the International Missionary 
Alliance, whose headquarters are in New York City, is an institution which compels recognition 
as one used very largely of God. Rev. A. B. Simpson's peculiar views on divine healing and 
some other kindred subjects have caused him to be look on with some suspicion and the 
Christian public at large have kept aloof from him and his work. Yet despite these 
discouragements, his work has gone forward and continually grown..." etc. 2 more paragraphs 
re: October Convention, October 1-15. 
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Chapter 6. His Preaching 

- Re WWI: 
CA 1917, Feb, p. 307, "God's Alarm Call" re: USA impending entry into the war. 
CA 1917, Mar, p. 338, "The World War in the Light of Prophecy". Matthew 12:24; Luke 12:56. 
CA 1917, Aug, p. 306: "One Lesson From the World War". ie. preparedness. Luke 14:21; 12:35, 
35; Matthew 25:10; an evangelistic sermon. 
CA 1917, Aug, p. 322: "The Missionary Message of the World War". Joel 3:9-14. 
CA 1918, Feb, p. 306: "The Fall of Jerusalem in the Light of Prophecy". Luke 21:24; Isaiah 
51:1,2. 
 

I. Evaluation 
 
- "The true headquarter of the C&MA was the pulpit of the Gospel Tabernacle", not the building 
next to the Tabernacle. AWT, p. 111. 
- Back pages of The Cross of Christ, "In an editorial in Wonderful Word, Dr. W. Leon Tucker 
paid Dr. Simpson this tribute, 'Preaching was melodious and musical when it fell from his lips; it 
was full, resonant and triumphant. The very sway of his body was poetic and passionate. He was a 
poet preacher. His poems belong to the first rank of Christian poetry. Rhyme and rhythm were a 
part of his refined nature." re: ABS book, Songs of the Spirit. 
 "As a preacher, Paul Rader, successor Dr. Simpson as President of the C&MA said: 'Dr. 
Simpson was the greatest heart preacher I have ever listened to. He preached out of his own rich 
dealings with God. I thank God with all my heart for what his life and messages have been to me 
and to multitudes of others." re: ABS book Earnests of the Coming Age. 
- While preaching, "he walked, rocked to and fro, like a boat in the waves". D . J. Fant, jr. Nyack 
Alumni Banquet, May 1974. 
 

II. Illustrations 



Sawin File on A. B. Simpson: His Preaching 271 

 
 A. Christian Life 

- Compassion:"'Wipe my tears,' said a little rosy-faced child one day to her nurse in a children's 
home. She had been so long used to weeping that the little face had got scalded with the hot 
floods and she would shut her eyes and hold up her little face and sweetly lisp: 'Please, 'ipe my 
tears.' And the gentle hand would softly dry them on her scalded cheeks. One day there came a 
greater sorrow and the little lamb lay wrestling with the strong hand of Death on her white bed 
of pain. The tears had started again over the sweet face and as for a moment she rallied from 
the last struggle, she held up the little face once more, with its smarting pain and whispered: 
'Please, 'ipe my tears' and she was gone where a gentler hand 'shall wipe all tears from off all 
faces.' But her message never was forgotten. Like a voice from a sorrowing world and an echo 
from Heaven, it rang in the ears of that gentle woman day and night. She seemed to hear the 
sad, sick and dying cry to her, 'Wipe my tears.' And she went forth to bind up the broken 
hearted and to preach deliverance to the captives, forgetting her sorrow and her selfishness in 
the sufferings she was enabled to assuage." The King's Business, p. 7. 
- Divine resources: "There is a story told of an old Norwegian King that once was given a 
drinking horn to drink from and he began to drink it all up; but, as he kept on drinking it, it 
seemed as if it would never empty. When he got tired, he looked around and saw that it was 
connected with a pipe, and that the pipe was connected with the lack and as fast as the hose 
emptied the water ran in and filled it, and that he would have to drink up the whole lake in 
order to empty the cup. The reason so many are not satisfied is that they haven't got the lake 
back of their cup; and oh, if you get Christ behind you, He is a Spring of Everlasting Life. You 
cannot drink it dry any more than you can drink the ocean dry and so, we determine to know 
nothing among you but Jesus Christ." The Fulness of Jesus, p. 4,5. 
- Fulness of Jesus, p. 24, 25: "A great many people come into this Christian life just as though 
they moved into a house with one room in it; and they have lived in it for years. God's house is 
a seven-roomed house. It is not only a refuge from the storm, but it is a banquet house where 
His people can be fed; it is a chamber of rest where they can repose on His bosom; it is a library 
where they can study and know His Word and will; it is an observatory where they can look out 
over all the landscape. I am sorry to say that I lived a long time in the kitchen. It was a long 
time before I got into the chamber of peace; it was a good while before I got into the work 
room. I am only beginning to get into the observatory, where I can look abroad and see God's 
great horizons. But this morning I put in your hand the key to every part and on that key is 
written "Jesus". You can go then just where you please. Come, dear friends, into this full 
salvation." 
- Genuineness: Christ in the Bible, vol 6, p. 56: "A gentleman once constructed an automatic 
bee, made altogether of brass and wire and mechanical and electrical contrivances. He put it on 
a table and it buzzed and buzzed like a real bee, so that the bystanders shrank away for fear of 
its possible sting. He challenged anyone to detect the difference from the real insect. Another 
gentleman took up his challenge and brought a genuine bee. For a little both buzzed around and 
looked just alike. Then the gentleman put a little honey in the centre of the table and waited. 
Soon the real bee was busy at the honey. He was not buzzing so much, but he was loading his 
vessels with the precious sweetness and carrying it away to be used for others, while the first 
bee still buzzed and buzzed, making more noise, but no honey. Oh, this is the test. You may 
buzz in your restless, driving life, and call it Christian work, but it may be a little better for you 
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at last than the trade of the politician. The true test is to know God, to find His heart, to drink 
the sweetness of His love, and then to carry it to others, often unrecognized, unrequited by the 
age, but finding it joy enough to know Him and help His children." 
- Weak Christians: CA 1888, Jan: "Leaning Christians: A good coloured man once said in a 
class-meeting: 'Bredren, when I was a boy I took a hatchet and went into de woods. When I 
found a tree dat was straight, big and solid, I didn't touch dat tree, but when I found one 
leaning a little and hollow inside, I soon had him down. So when the debbil goes after 
Christians, he don't touch dem dat stand straight and true, but dem dat lean a little and are 
hollow inside." 

 
B. Dedication 
- Surrender, dedication: Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman in a recent sermon related the following 
incident of his meeting with General Booth. "General Booth, tell me what has been the secret 
of your success all the way through." 
 
 He hesitated a second, and I saw the tears come into his eyes and steal down his cheeks, and 
then he said: 'I will tell you the secret. God has had all there was of me. There have been men 
with greater brains than I, men with greater opportunities; but from the day I got the poor of 
London on my heart and a vision of what Jesus Christ could do with the poor of London, I 
made up my mind that God could have all of William Booth there was. And if there is anything 
of power in the Salvation Army today, it is because God has all the adoration of my heart, all 
the power of my will and all the influence of my life.' 
 Then he looked at me a minutes and I soon learned another secret of his power. He prayed 
before I left. He talked with God about the outcast of London, the poor of New York, the lost 
of China, the great world lying in wickedness; and then he opened his eyes as if he were looking 
into the very face of Jesus, and with sobs he prayed God's blessing on every mission worker, 
every evangelist, every minister, every Christian. 
 And I learned from William Booth that the greatness of a man's power is the measure of his 
surrender. It is not a question of who you are or of what you are but of whether God controls 
you." 

 
C. Life in Christ 

 
- Living in Him: "We need not go out of the world to be separated from it. The Water Spider 
makes its home beneath the surface of the pool, but no drop of water ever touches its soft and 
downy coat. From the upper world it takes down with it a globule of air and anchors it under 
water and in the centre of which the spider makes its nest. So can we be shut in by God's Holy 
Spirit like an encompassing world of light and life beneath the dark waves of the world and sin, 
but separated even from its touch in the secret of His presence." C&MA 1899, Oct 14, p. 313. 

 
D. Stewardship 

 
- Giving: A. B. Simpson's sermon preached at Old Orchard, Aug 1911: "men help the 
missionary cause by their wills after they were dead and women helped the missionary cause 
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with a will while they were living and added, "We are greatly indebted to dead men and live 
women." C&MA 1911, Oct 21, vol 37, no 3. 
- Giving: "Is it not after all the old story, not of fishing for funds, but of fishing for souls; and 
when the Lord has given us the fish, the fish will give us the gold." 17th Annual Report, p. 33. 

 
E. Trials 

 
- Suffering, tribulation: "The sufferings of faith. Its supreme power appears in the hour of trial. 
Faith not only enabled them to endure, but even to triumph over persecution, pain, reproach 
and death. 'What can your Christ do for you?' they asked the little martyr of Antioch as they 
beat him before the judges and the soldiers until he was almost insensible. 'My Christ,' he said, 
'can make me so happy that I scarcely fell your blows.' And when they stretched him back and 
asked him again: 'What can your Christ do for you now?' 'He can make me love my enemies', 
the hero answered, 'and pray for those who despitefully use me and persecute me.' Once more 
the awful ordeal was renewed and once more they brought him back from death to torture him 
with the same question, and he meekly breathed out his last breath with the sweet reply: 'My 
Christ can take me to Himself where I shall never suffer pain again.' Such was the story of 
ancient martyrdom ten thousand times repeated by noble children, heroic maidens, venerable 
fathers, insulted mothers and a great cloud of witnesses of whom the world was not worthy." 
From ABS sermon: "Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews: The Cloud of Witnesses; Hebrews 
12:1". C&MA 1900, vol 24, p. 148. 

 
F. Bible 

 
- The Old Faith and the New Gospel, p. 56: "A deaf and blind girl was dying. She tried to read 
the Bible as before, but couldn't. 'My hands are paralyzed. I cannot feel the letters any more,' 
she sobbed. Lovingly, she pressed the Bible to her lips and kissed it. 'I can feel it with my lips,' 
she cried, as she read with her lips the story her hands could not trace. 
 When you cannot see the Bible clearly with your intellect, take it to your heart. The Holy 
Spirit will make it to you the very life of Jesus." 

 
G. Doctrine 

 
- File is empty! 

 
H. Four-fold Gospel 

 
- File is empty! 

 
I. Healing 

 
- The King's Business, p. 18: "Once, in Switzerland, Pastor Stockmeyer said to an invalid lady: 
'Are you willing that one of God's promises should fail to be fulfilled in you?' Of course, she 
answered: 'No.' Then he said: 'If you are not healed, one of Christ's promises becomes for you 
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of none effect.' That word decided her and she went to her room to claim the fulness of His 
redemption purchase and to find it." 

 
J. Justification 

 
- Protected, acquitted by Christ's blood: quoted by ABS in opening message of Old Orchard 
Camp Meeting and published in Thursday, Aug 8, 1889 issue of C&MA. Text: Romans 8:31: 
"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?" 
 "A man in Cuba was once ordered to be executed by a court-martial for a crime of which he 
was not clearly proven guilty. The English and American authorities protested against it but in 
vain. The day of execution arrived and the poor fellow was led out to die. Suddenly as the 
order was about to be given to fire, the American consul sprang forward and wrapped the flag 
of his country around the condemned man. 'Now,' said he, 'fire if you dare.' Knowing that war 
might follow an insult to the flag, the man was saved. He was perhaps guilty but he was 
protected by the flag. So Christ has put His bosom in front of us and said to all our foes, 'Fire if 
you dare', but the fire cannot reach them. He went on in His work of saving us until His blood 
stained the foot of Calvary. Who shall now dare to touch the soul for whom Jesus died. Do you 
believe it today? Are you sure the Judge has acquitted you and made you in His sight as 
righteous as Jesus is righteous. Do you believe there is nothing too great for you to ask or 
expect, because being in Him you have all the great heart of God can give? 
 Change the if in the text and make it since. 'Since God is for me, who can be against me.' The 
God of this mighty sky above us, this vast immensity above us, has nothing against me. I stand 
in Christ." 

 
K. Missions 

 
- WWW 1887, July, p. 54 (210): Follow Christ into every difficult place: "It is said that the 
ashes of (the Scotchman) Bruce were preserved and in the time of war they were carried into 
every campaign as the secret of victory. The urn containing his preserved heart was carried 
with the armies wherever they went, that their patriotic fire might be kindled by it. Once, in the 
Crusades, a fiery charge was made by the Saracens, which seemed likely to be successful. The 
Scottish chieftain called for the famous relic of his country. It was brought to him and riding to 
the head of his cavalry, he threw it far ahead of him into the ranks of the Saracens, shouting, 
'Forward, heart of Bruce! The Douglas will follow thee.' His men pressed forward to save the 
sacred relic and the charge of the enemy was repelled and the silent ashes of Bruce returned to 
the Scottish army. If this dead heart could be such an inspiration, what must be the living heart 
of the Son of God in the midst of His people." 
- C&MA 1898, Nov 5, p. 409: Exodus 12:30 

There Was a Great Cry 
There's a cry in the wind tonight 
From the lands where the Lord in unknown, 
While the Shepherd above, in His pitiful love, 
Intercedes at His Father's throne. 
 

There's a call from the dark tonight 
That haunts the lighted room 
From his 'other sheep' on the broken steep 
At the edge of eternal doom."


