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REFLECTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT

God Calls Us to Be Connected Deceweer2005

t's Christmas. Betty | am reminded of words from Paul Bubna nine
Iand | will be joining Christmases ago, “Our Lord left the glory of heaven
our children and grand-and came here in human flesh, not to adjust our person-
sons in Omaha for thealities or to help us reach our human potential or even
holidays to “christen” to provide for our social betterment, but because we
our son’s new home are morally depraved and hopelessly lost.”
with the gift of family. He isour greatest gift for all time—a gift to treas-
Already, Betty has begunure enough to give away. Go for the unusual and unex-
making, baking, buying, pected this Christmas. Seek the Lord’s direction for
and wrapping—a pro- your neighborhood and community. Do something that
cess that remains a bit of a mystery to me. Somehonly God could ask.
it all gets done before Christmas Day. Recently, | saw this in action during the weekend of

As | write, church leaders like you are fieldinfpecember 9-11 when | had the privilege of visiting
requests to speak, pray, or work at a variety of Christridsstwood C&MA Church in Orlando, Florida. The
events and outreaches. Your days are more than fthlirch is very active in outreach to its community.
and it's easy to miss the magnificent gift of the prom- On Friday evening church members had a community
ise fulfilled through Jesus’ birth. fellowship on the church property and sponsored a show-

While you're participating in church activities anéhg of “Narnia” for 375 people at a local theater. Pastor
preparing messages for this year’s back-to-badén Dunwell greeted each guest and gave out informa-
Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning services, caion about Westwood. The church also sponsors a live
sider doing something unusual this year. Place yoursglfivity for the community where one hundred volun-
in an uncomfortable new venue—much as God did teers are needed each night of the six-night event. This
arriving as a baby on earth. church is “leaving the shallows of security to experi-

ence the risks of the depths” to reach its community.
During my visit, | met people who recently became
IR Chnristians through previous “out-of-the-box” outreach
events. This church connects to its community because

He isour greatest gift it has experienced connection to the One who came
: - at Christmas.
for all ime—a glﬁ to treasure My prayer is that you will connect more deeply
enough to give away. with Christ and be encouraged as you seek new

ways to point people to the Savior. As you follow God
———— into unexpected places, you can expect great things
from Him.

Especially at Christmas, understanding the depthLdfing the Call together,
our own need and the blessed hope we have thr L,
Jesus opens doors to touch the hearts of a world of M - 0 f{fn_m_r. oo d-
ple wandering from thrill to thrill, toy to toy, relatior -~ H_ﬁ’ '

ship to relationship, searching for what we have fou@ary M. Benedict
but are reluctant to share. Truthfully, it's not about uBresident
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October 2005 Board Summary Letter

Dear Friend and Fellow Worker,

The Board of Directors met October 26—28, 2005, at the National Office in Colorado
Springs. The following paragraphs are a summary of some of the items addressed.

This was Dr. Gary M. Benedict’s first full Board of Directors meeting as president of The
Christian and Missionary Alliance. Extra time was devoted to discussing several
matters relating to his vision for leadership of the Alliance. He emphasized that we
must streamline structure, making it more “nimble” and relational and involving as many
people as possible in determining our destiny. He also stated his intent that The
Alliance should place itself in a “blessable” position so that God might use us to glorify
His Name.

A special report on General Council was received, addressing such issues as how to
achieve greater participation by our constituency, how to improve upon the program
elements of the week, how to prepare for a more efficient handling of business matters,
and how to enhance the spiritual ministries. Further study will be done, and a full report
will be presented to the Board of Directors in June 2006.

A number of proposed changes to our governing documents were considered and
approved and will be forwarded to either the Committee on Rules under the new
process approved by General Council or to General Council 2007. Many of these are of
an editorial/unsubstantial nature.

At this meeting, the Board elected members of the Audit Review Committee and the
Salaries Committee. Dr. Franklin A. Pyles, president of the C&MA in Canada, was
present and was seated as an observer for Board meetings in 2005-2006. Dr. Richard
P. Mann was elected as president of Crown College, to serve through June 2009. Dr.
Dennis M. Johnson was appointed as a Minister-at-Large for the C&MA. Dr. Robert N.
White was appointed to fill an unexpired term on the General Council Committee on
Rules.

Several missionary appointments were made:

Rev. Donald A. and Mrs. Blythe H. Mason—Russia
Rev. Ivan R. and Mrs. Mayte T. Wall—Spain

Mr. Bradley L. and Mrs. Elizabeth S. Logue—Cambodia
Dr. Brett L. and Mrs. Sheri E. MacLean—Mali

One unit—creative-access country
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The Board received reports on the status of Gulf Coast hurricane relief. Compassion
and Mercy Associates (CAMA) is to be commended for providing excellent oversight to
this outreach. The year-end C&MA offering will be dedicated to the planting of Great
Commission churches in this hurricane ravaged region, as well as in other strategic
locations in the United States and overseas.

The annual meetings of Christian Publications, Inc. (CPI) and Town and Country Manor
were held during this meeting of the Board. Reports were given, and new officers were
elected. Continued prayer is needed for the future of CPI. Town and Country Manor is
pressing forward with plans for a major new development.

We praise the Lord for signs of significant improvement in giving to the Great
Commission Fund. In fact, income in the first quarter of the new fiscal year equaled
100.8 percent of the budget and was 13.9 percent higher than the same quarter last
year. We thank the Lord and His people for this remarkable supply. Please join with
Alliance churches across the land as we fully subscribe the budget for 2005-2006. We
are “living the Call together!”

The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be in March 2006. Pray that Christ’s
Kingdom will be advanced throughout the C&MA. Pray that our president and National
Office staff will be greatly used by the Lord to bring all praise and honor and glory to His
Name.

Rejoicing in Jesus,

David L. Goodin
Corporate Secretary
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